Committee on Sustainable Energy
Bureau Meeting/Call
Geneva, 29 January 2018, 17.00-18.30

Bureau Report No. 2018/1

Present/WebEx, Bureau:

Mr. Jirgen Keinhorst, Chair, Mr. Hubert Schwarz, Mr. Franscisco de laFlor, Mr. Aleksandar Dukovski,
Mr. Talyat Aliev, Mr. Sergio Garribba, Mr. Ray Pilcher, Mr. Barry Worthington, all Vice-Chairs

Ms. Miriam Gutzke, Germany, Ms. Oleksandra Kozlovska, Mr. Valeriy Pysarenko, Mr. Taras
Shevchenko for Ms. Nataliya Boyko, Ukraine

Ms. Heather Greenley with Barry Worthington

Apologies:
Mr. Nazir Ramazanov, Mr. Jarad Daniels, Mr. Ron Adam, Mr. Jean-ChristopheFlieg, all Vice-Chairs

Present, secretariat, Sustainable Energy Division (SED):
Mr. Scott Foster, Ms. Stefanie Held, Mr. Branko Milicevic, Mr. Hari Tulsidas, Ms. Charlotte Griffiths,
Mr. Gianluca Sambucini, Mr. Michal Drabik

Present, modellers:
James Edmonds, PNNL

Action points
SED secretariat:

e Invite fornext Bureau meeting/call, likely 20 March 2018, 14.00-18.00 —done

e Provide glossary and definitions forthe pathways project to Bureau forinformation and
reactions—done

e Prepare stakeholder meeting with modellers, possibly outside Geneva (due to Geneva car week)
— done, the meeting will be hosted by the Energy Community in Vienna with support from GIZ

e Provide information tothe Bureau on process and inputsintothe SDG7 review process; link to
policy briefs - done

Outstanding:

e Inform of datesfor regular Bureau meetings/callsin 2018 (outstanding from meeting 4/2017)

e Furtherdevelop the documenton strategic priorities; possibly integrateinto conceptfor 27t
session of the Committee (outstanding from meeting 4/2017)

e Develop strawman for potential UNECE energy ministerial (outstanding from meeting 3/2017)

Bureau:

e Discussthe guidelines onfossilfuel investments atthe next Bureau meeting

e Group of Expertson Clean Electricity Production to liaise with the Group of Expertson
Renewable Energy for collaboration on the investment guidelines (Messieurs Ramazanov and
Worthington)

e Providereactions/inputintothe strategicdirections of the Committee to the secretariat

e Modernisation of energy infrastructure: Provide ideas for alternative funding sources and
approachesto the secretariat orto the Chairof the Group of Experts on Coal Mine Methane
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Main discussion points

1. Welcome and adoption of the agenda
The Chair welcomed the participants, including the Vice-Chairs who had joined through WebEx
and audio and the representative from the modelling group.

e Theagendawas adopted as presented; however, the Bureau then discussed the review of SDG7
before the fossil fuelsinvestment guidelines.

Pathways to Sustainable Energy

e Objective of the discussion: Presentation of datasets and approach; agree on who sets metrics,
targetsand key performance indicators; ranges; next steps.

e Presentationandslides by PNNLin the name of the modelling partners to explain the modelling
approach and outstanding questions. The presentation included the reference to aglossary that
has specifically been developed for the project. Therefore, definitions might differ from others
that can be foundin literature. Thisisanimportantdocument for project management, as it
formsthe basis for the development of materials and all furtherdeliverables. The Bureau
requestedtoreceive the latest glossary forinformation and input. Reactions and suggestions to
the secretariatasap, best before the stakeholder workshop (5-6 March 2018).

e DiscussionaboutSSP2 (referencefor pathways project) and the Sustainable Development
Scenario developed by the International Energy Agency (IEA) (WEO 2017): how do they relate?
Can the Pathways project use the IEA scenarios as a reference scenario?

e Bureauconcludedthatthe SSP2 and the IEA scenario are not comparable as the objectives and
underlying assumptions are different, however, the Pathways project should take on board as
much as possible conclusions and findings from the IEA considerations. The IEA approachis
scenario based, aimingto define policy impact. The Pathways projectis based on technology
drivers/innovation and the willingness to cooperate across borders. Our project seeks to
describe the world that we are inand the options thattechnologies provide to countries to meet
setobjectives. Output of the Pathways projectis nota simple scenario. Its strength derives from
the continuous involvement of experts from various domains and multistakeholder dialogues to
testassumptions and solutions. Bureau remarked furtherthat the timeframe of the Pathways
projectissignificantly shorterthanthatof IEA (2100).

e SSP2 as reference had already been agreed during the first kick-off workshop in 2017;
information had been circulated previously to the Bureau and the Committee at several
instances, and can at this stage not be changed any more.

e SSP2isitselftheresultofalongand robust processinvolving renowned research organisations
and experts. It contains many of the considerationsimportant for the UN: nexus, social and
economicaspects. Itis further not an extreme case but believed to be an achievable, middle of
the road scenario forthe 21°* century. Information can be made available uponrequest, butthe
Bureau has received background material (will be resent forthe next meeting/call).

e Thediscussionabout metrics, KPIsand setting ranges will continuein the stakeholderworkshop
in March, but will be based on the glossary and agreed terms. Inputand agreement about the
glossaryistherefore vital.

3. 9thInternational Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development

e Ms. OleksandraKozlovska, Head of International Cooperation and European Integration,
Department of Ministry of Energy and Coal Industry of Ukraine confirmed that preparations for
the 9th Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development have begun.

e She confirmed datesandlocation: 6-9 November 2018 in Kiev, followed by a potential site visit.
She also stressed the importance of anintroductory energy ministerial on 6 November for
Ukraine.
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An Organising Committee has been created to oversee the preparations on the Ukrainian side
and to manage the funds that have been setaside. The Organising Committee reports directly to
the office of the first vice premier minister to stress the importance that Ukraine givesto the
event.
Topics of interest for Ukraine comprise:

o Ways to achieve SDGs

o Energyreformand sustainable development strategy

o Energyindependence and energy efficiency

o Challengesregarding energy security

o Nuclearenergy
The Bureau welcomed thisinitiative and stressed the importance that Ukraine’s leadership has
inthe region atthistime. It also suggested to report outcomes from the 9" Forum into COP 24,
which will be held only shortly thereafterin Poland.
The Bureau recommended taking a novel approach/theme in the context of energy transition,
e.g.similartowhatwas done inthe recent symposiumtitled “CEECs —China Cooperation and
One Belt, One Road” on 5 May in Budapest. That meeting focused on economicopportunities
alongthe Silk Road and China’s links with the west; the interplay on technology, policy and
trade.
The Bureau furtherstressed that the energy ministerial should be hosted entirely by the
Ukrainian Governmentin the context of the 9 Forum and could not be a UNECE energy
ministerial. It reinforced the same messages as in the context of the 8" Forum and Energy
Ministerial in Astana.
The secretariat will keep the Bureauinformed of developments.

Review of SDG7, policy briefs and the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)

The Bureau received an update about the ongoing process of the review of SDG7. A pre-meeting
for the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) is ongoing (at the time of writing the minutes) on 21-23
February 2018 in Bangkok, fora final review in summer 2018, managed by UN DESA. More
information about the global conference and background documents can be found here:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/EnergyConference

27 policy briefs have been drafted forinformation and inputinto the process. UNECE was inthe
leadto develop two of these: number 20 and 27 on energy indicators and on the UNECE region.
The Bureau’s comments have beenintegrated. The policy briefs are now open for public
consultation. They can be accessed here:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/EnergyConference/documentation

UN DESA isin the lead as they are the secretariat to the HLPF, which will review SDG 7 together
with otherSDGs in July 2018. Topics have been defined through a consultation with all
interested UN bodies. Norway has an advisory role and leads the discussionsinthe runup to
HLPF.

UNECE’s upcoming Regional Forum provides further opportunities forinputinto the HLPF
through the Chair of the Regional Forum (Switzerland). The Bureau has also beeninvitedtoa
meetingon 28 February at the auspices of the Regional Forum toinform UNECE member States
of the outcomes from Bangkok. Further meetings willbe convened by agencies, including by the
IEA. The Bureau will be keptinformed as soon asinformationreaches the secretariat.

Member States are requested to liaise with their New York representatives in the missions for
furtherinputintothe SDG7 review. The group ‘Friends of Energy’ might convene in April 2018
underthe leadership of the sustainable subprogramme.

Investment guidelines from the Group of Experts on Clean Electricity from Fossil Fuels
Bureau continued the deliberations of the discussions from meeting 4/2017.

The Chair of the Group of Experts reintroduced the investment guidelines/principles on clean
fossil fuel infrastructure to the Bureau, as distributed earlier. This piece of work is proposed by



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/EnergyConference
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/EnergyConference/documentation
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the Group of Experts on Clean Electricity to work with international financial institutions and
NGOs to develop ways to secure investmentsinto an aginginfrastructure, which inthe medium-
term will remainfossil based. The guidelines are also supported by the Group of Experts on Coal
Mine Methane and sparked interest by the Chair of the Group of Experts on Renewable Energy.
The Group of Experts on Renewable Energy offered to support work on the guidelines withina
wider concept of sustainable energy and the interplay of fossil and renewable energy. The two
Chairs will discuss possibilities and report at the next Bureau meeting.

The Group of Experts on Clean Electricity Production would like the Committee to adopt the
guidelinesinits 27" session, as they are already approved by two expert groups.

The Bureau sees the interplay between fossil fuels, cleanindustries and decarbonisation to be of
high political relevance. In particular, it would like to make the case between CCS, HELE
technologies and reducing the carbon burden. The Bureau stressed the role of the Committeeto
provide a neutral platform forall technologies and solutions, therefore would like to continue
the discussions with more time at the next Bureau meeting before deciding how to present the
full Committee with the guidelines. There were also voices that requested a more fundamental
discussion about whatthe Committee and the work of the sustainable energy subprogramme
stand for and which topics to drive forward inthe policy agendas.

Frequency of CSE meetings dates for 27th and 28th Committee sessions:

The Bureau continued its discussion from meeting 4/2017 to streamline activities and meetings
and possibly hold shorter, more frequent Committee meetingsin the next biennium. The
argumentbeingthat concentrated, shorter meetings of no more than 1.5 days might appeal
more to a busy high-level policy audience. Sessions could be divided to allow to address new
developmentsthroughoutthe yearandtoseekregularfeedback from member States.

For some Bureau members the opposite reasoningapplies, i.e. high-level participants can only
be mobilised to come to Genevaonce a year, and long-term planningis necessary for optimal
preparation. Furthermore, the desire of countries was now to reduce the number of meetings to
decrease the financial burden on donor countries. However, the Bureau could meet as often as
necessary and desired.

The Bureau decided to maintain the status quo, i.e. to hold its 2019 meetinginthe autumn. The
secretariat offered tolookinto the possibility of an open-ended, informal consultation of the
Committee inthe spring 2019. This meeting could be convened at relatively short notice and on
any topic, including Pathways to Sustainable Energy, if rooms are available. A mandate for this
meetingwould have to be requested from the Committee atits 27*" session.

AOB
NextBureau meeting: : Likely 20 March 2018 14.00-18.00.
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