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LITHUANIAN YEARLY REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISION
VI/2 REGARDING BELARUS

Dear Mr. Felix Zaharia and Ms. Tea Aulavuo,

Following the request of the Meeting of Parties set out in Decision VI/2 on the Review of
compliance with the Espoo Convention adopted on its sixth session on 2-5 June, 2014, we kindly
present Lithuanian yearly report on the implementation of the recommendations further to a
submission by Lithuania regarding the Belarus nuclear power plant (hereinafter — NPP, Ostrovets
NPP). Our consistent and continuous efforts towards the effective implementation of the above
mentioned recommendations are described in detail in the enclosed report.

Following the recommendations of the Espoo Convention’s Implementation Committee (hereinafter
— the Implementation Committee) in 2016 there were two bilateral Lithuanian—Belarus experts’
meetings organised in order to discuss the issues of the Ostrovets NPP project. The first meeting
was held on 21-22 June in Vilnius, the second — on 13-14 September in Minsk.

The bilateral experts’ discussions revealed that Lithuanian and Belarus positions differ on all the
issues with regard to the Ostrovets NPP: site selection, assessment of alternative sites in the EIA
Report, violations of the Espoo Convention, geological, seismological and hydrological assessment
of the Ostrovets site, possible radiological impact on Lithuania, use and possible impact on the river
Neris (Vilija) and potable water, the risk and safety assessment (the stress tests), the International



Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Site and External Events Design (SEED) mission, safety of the
NPP design, work and safety culture, competence and independence of the Belarus nuclear safety
regulator, ete. For detailed positions and explanations please refer to the joint Lithuanian—Belarus
report of the mentioned bilateral meetings submitted to the Implementation Committee on 8
December, 2016.

Lithuania maintains its position that the formal application of procedure related matters does not
mean that the documents submitted to the affected Party comply with the Espoo Convention’s
requirements regarding its content and quality. Lithuania highly appreciates the Implementation
Committee’s view expressed on its thirty—fourth session on 8-10 December, 2015, regarding the
Espoo Convention’s requirements towards the substance of the EIA documentation and its
suggestion to Lithuania and Belarus to co-establish an expert body modelled after the Inquiry
Commission set in Appendix IV of the Espoo Convention that would support the analysis of the
EIA procedures and substance of the Ostrovets NPP project.

Following the recommendation of the sixth Meeting of Parties of the Espoo Convention and with a
view to enhance practical implementation of the Convention Lithuania continued the coordination
of the draft Bilateral Lithuanian-Belarus Agreement on the Implementation of the Espoo
Convention. Lithuanian and Belarus experts held detailed discussions on the matter on 17
December 2015 in Vilnius and on 27 October 2016 in Minsk on the basis of the text version
presented by Lithuania to Belarus on 5 November, 2015. Lithuania proposed to continue the
coordination on the draft Bilateral Agreement in 2017 in Vilnius.

Lithuania renews its full support to the work done by the Implementation Committee in order to
analyse the steps undertaken by Belarus and Lithuania after the adoption of the Implementation
Committee's report of its twenty-seventh session on 12-14 March, 2013, and confirms its readiness
to continue the close cooperation with the bodies of the Espoo Convention. We sincerely hope that
the Lithuanian yearly report will be useful for this purpose.

ENCLOSURE. Lithuanian yearly report, 2016, 13 pages.

Yours sincerely,

L
Mindaugas Gudas /_/-/%

Vice-Minister o

M. Masaityte +370 706 63654 e-mail: migle.masaityte@am.lt
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