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Referring to the findings and recommendations of the Implementation
Committee under the Espoo Convention (ECE/MP.EIA/IC/2013/2, annex), the
Belarusian Side has the honour to inform the Implementation Committee on the
measures taken for implementation of these recommendations.

On April 30, 2013 (see Attachment 1) the Belarusian Side provided the
Lithuanian Side with answers to the questions on the EIA report for the
Belarusian NPP and requested the Lithuanian Side to disseminate the
information on the final EIA report among the Lithuanian public and to give the
latter an opportunity to make comments. The Belarusian Side also proposed to
hold bilateral consultations on the final EIA report with Lithuanian experts and
the public before May 20, 2013. The Lithuanian Side did not reply to these
proposals.

On June 11, 2013 (see Attachment 2) the Belarusian Side sent to the
Lithuanian Side the final EIA report translated into Lithuanian with a request to
forward it to concerned Lithuanian authorities and the public. The Belarusian
Side proposed to hold consultations with the concerned authorities and the
public of Lithuania before August 15, 2013.

Contrary to the repeated requests of the Belarusian Side, the Lithuanian
Side has not disseminated the final EIA report for the Belarusian NPP among
the Lithuanian public. All the attempts of the Belarusian Side to discuss the
procedure of implementation of the Committee’s recommendations were
practically blocked by the Lithuanian Side. Furthermore, in the letter of July 8,
2013 (see Attachment 3) the Lithuanian Side with the reference to the intensive
schedule of Lithuania’s EU Presidency has informed the Belarusian Side that
the preliminary reaction to the EIA report would not be available earlier than
the end of the summer.



This position can only be considered as an attempt to intentionally stall
the process. Taking this into account and following the recommendations of the
Implementation Committee, the Belarusian Side decided to hold the public
hearings for the Lithuanian public in the town of Ostrovets (Belarus) on
August 17, 2013. The information about the hearings was disseminated through
the Lithuanian mass media, while the final EIA report for the Belarusian NPP in
Lithuanian was posted in the Internet. In order to facilitate participation of the
Lithuanian public in the hearings, the Belarusian Side will provide the hearings
participants with free entry visas and transportation to and from Ostrovets.

On July 19, 2013, the Belarusian Side informed the Lithuanian Side about
the above mentioned steps (see Attachment 4). The Lithuanian Side was also
proposed once again to hold consultations in accordance with Article 5 of the
Espoo Convention on August 20, 2013 in Minsk.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the
Republic of Belarus avails itself of this opportunity to assure the
Implementation Committee in its intention to implement the Committee’s
recommendations as fully as possible and to renew assurances of its highest
consideration.

Attachment: 1. letter of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental

Protection of the Republic of Belarus of April, 30, 2013;

2. letter of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection of the Republic of Belarus of June, 11, 2013;

3. letter of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of
Lithuania of July, 8, 2013;

4. letter of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection of the Republic of Belarus of July, 19, 2013.

First Deputy Minister of |

Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection of the Republic of Belarus -~~~ ‘ /

Focal Point to the Espoo Convention < / * Vital Kulik

Andreev (+375 17) 200 75 49
Kliut (+375 17) 200 74 75



