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Annex 2. List of questions to be considered during a review of the environmental impact 
assessment documentation related to the Ostrovets nuclear power plant 

1. Following the findings of the Implementation Committee and decision VI/2 of the Meeting
of the Parties of June 2014 — which requested Belarus, inter alia, to take a final decision on site
selection for a nuclear power plant, to provide Lithuania with the final decision and to continue
the transboundary EIA procedure on the basis of the EIA documentation — the two Parties
concerned could not agree on the final character of the transboundary EIA. The Implementation
Committee was asked to follow up on the implementation of decision VI/2, in order to support
bilateral discussion between the two Parties. These discussions concluded in a list of
disagreements, especially on what should have been taken into account in the final EIA decision.

2. Using the framework of the questions set out below, review the EIA documentation explain in
detail how in conformity with decision VI/2, “due account has been taken of the outcome of the
EIA documentation” before the final decision was taken (see decision VI/2, para. 51):

(a) What is the size, according to current international rules, recommendations, guidelines and
other relevant guidance documents, of the area around the commercial nuclear power reactor for
which the population density has to be assessed in order to take into account the radiological
impact of a major accident and to prepare accordingly the emergency measures? Was it respected
in the case of the Ostrovets nuclear power plant?

(b) According to current international rules, recommendations, guidelines and other relevant
guidance documents, should the contamination of rivers and groundwater by radionuclides
through direct discharge of contaminated water into the environment following a major accident
or through the air be assessed before building a commercial nuclear power reactor? Was such an
assessment undertaken in the case of the Ostrovets nuclear power plant?

(c) According to current international rules, recommendations, guidelines and other relevant
guidance documents, should the management of radioactive waste and spent fuel from a
commercial nuclear power reactor (near surface repository or deep geological disposal) be
decided before building such a reactor? Was there any mention of the waste management policy
in the EIA of the Ostrovets nuclear power plant? (

(d) What are the selection and exclusion criteria (for example, geological and seismo-tectonic
structure of the site, seismic hazard assessment (probabilistic assessment), etc.) that a country has
to apply, according to current international rules, recommendations, guidelines and other relevant
guidance documents, when assessing the suitability of a nuclear power plant site? Were such criteria
applied in the selection of the Ostrovets site in comparison with the other sites that were also
examined and were the data provided in the EIA documentation sufficient to have an idea of the
selection process?




