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Permanent Mission of Austria

= Geneva

N° Genf-OV/WIRT/323/2010

The Permanent Mission of Austria presents its compliments to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe and has the honour to forward a letter from the
Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture transmitting the Austrian

report on the UNECE Indicators on Education for Sustainable Development.
The Permanent Mission of Austria avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Geneva, 5 October 2010

UNECE

To the atf. of Mr. Marco Keiner
Director of the Environment, Housing
And Land Management Division
Palais des Nations

8-14, Avenue de la Paix

CH-1211 GENEVE 10

Encl.

35-37, avenue Giuseppe Motta, P.0.Box 68, CH-1211 Geneva 20
Tel. +41 22 7482048
Mail: genf-ov@bmeia.gv.af,
Internet: www.aussenministerium.at/genf






Bundesministerium fiir
Unterricht, Kunst und Kultur

bmiuk

Mr.

Marco Keiner,

Director of the Environment, Housing
and Land Management Division
UNECE

Palais des Nations

1211 GENEVE 10

SCHWEIZ

Dear Sir,

Geschaftszahl: BMUKK-37.888/0174-1/6¢/2010
Sachbearbeiterin: Dr. Gunther Pfaffenwimmer
Abteilung: I/6c

E-Mail: guenther pfaffenwimmer@bmukk.gv.at
Telefon/Fax; +43(1)/63120-2532/53120-812532

Ihr Zeichen: Genf-OV/POL/0188/2010

Antwortschreiben bitte unter Anfiihrung der Geschéfiszahl,

Referring to your letter from June 29, 2010 (EHLM/1169) it is a pleasure for us to provide
UNECE with the Austrian report on the UNECE Indicators on Education for Sustainable
Development. An electronic version will also be transmitted to the UNECE ESD secretariat,

Additionally we hereby confirm, that Mr. Peter Iwaniewicz from the Austrian Federal Ministry of

Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management and Mr. Guenther Franz Pfaffenwimmer,

Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture, will continue acting as Austrian focal

points for the UNECE ESD implementation process and as nominees for the UNECE Steering

Committee on ESD.

With Kind regards

Enclosure

Vienna, 10" September 2010
Fir die Bundesministerin:
MR Mag. Manfred Wirtitsch

Elektronisch gefertigt

1014 Wien | Minoritenplatz 5 | T +43 1 53120-0 | F +43 1 531 20-3099 | ministerium@®bmukk.gv.at | www.bmukk.gv.at

DVR 00B4301






The Austrian national implementation report of the UNECE Strategy on E$

I. The reporting process

According to the Phase II of the implementation of the UNECE ESD Strategy, Austria is presenting its result of the reporting
process reflected in the national implementation report. This report was made through a transparent consultative process

involving all relevant stakeholders at the national/state level. Much attention was devoted to work along the lines of a rea
stakeholder process and covers a broad spectrum of different knowledge about the state of ESD in Austria.

The overall reporting process was executed by Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture and co-ordinated

multi-

by the

FORUM Umweltbildung. To conduct a transparent consultative process and involve the relevant stakeholders a step-wise reporting

process was conducted. Herein, the first step was the development of a reporting group steered by the FORUM Umwelth
The six members of the reporting group reflected the six main issues of the report:

1. Ensure that policy, regulatory and operational frameworks support ESD.

2. Promote Sustainable Development through formal, non-formal and in-formal learning.
3. Develop the competence within the education sector to engage in ESD.

4. Ensure that adequate tools and materials for ESD are accessible.

5. Promote research on and development of ESD.

6. Strengthen cooperation on ESD at alf levels within the UNECE region.

ildung.

For each of these issues one responsible expert was chosen who organised the first phase of data collecting for this pafticular

issue. For the first six month, each experts formed additional stakeholder networks for the particular issue to answer

all the

specific questions related to the issue. With the help of these various personal networks, around 25 stakeholders were working on

each issue. During this first nine month (January 2008 till September 2008), the members of the working group exchange

d their

results and discussed emerging difficulties on two group meetings. Building on the comprehensive knowledge and the felated
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» Good and comprehensive data base — well accessible.
« Central data collection in the Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture.

+ Well known and effective implementation work by FORUM Umweltbildung and POLIS.

1b. Ensure that policy, requlatory and operational frameworks support ESD - NEGATIV:

» No explicit integration of ESD in curricula and educational standards.
¢ No explicit integration of ESD in the sector of formal and informal education.

* No reference of ESD in the general legislative direction and documents.

2. Promote Sustainable Development through formal, non-formal and informal learning — POSITIV:

* Good connection between sustainability / ESD principles and educational principles.
» Sustainability issues are reflected within curricula and educational principles.
o The ,whole-institution-approach® is well integrated at schools and universities.

» Educational networks such as “Umweltzeichen Schulen” express high quality standards focused on ESD and are| shape
formal educational processes.

2. Promote Sustainable Development through formal, non-formal and informal learning — NEGATIV:

» Lack of a general national quality control aimed at ESD in teaching.
» Missing analyse of the connection between ESD and existing curricula and educational principles.

* Few or very limited approaches to evaluate ESD in non-formal and informal education.




6007 Ul JuawiuIaA0b ayy Aq paedo)je alam 3000 0SZ puncde gs3 yum bBuijeap yoieasad (paJ1pul) Jo{ e

ALLISOd — (S J0 1USWdO[SASp PUE U0 UJJEa55] SI0Woig C

‘sjellRlew ds3 Jo uonedidde pue juswdo[RARp Y1 404 BURILD Ajjenb |euoneu op e
's|ell9leW (ST 10) AP aspald e Jou ABajeds [eUonBU B ISUNDN e

AILVDIAN - o[(i55970€ alB (53 J0J S[ellajell pue 5|00 a1enbape ey adnsuy

'(SI70d wnnuaz
pue bunpgqiemun WNY0O4) Sled2iew pajelRd aS3 JO UORRUIUDSSIP 3Y3 JoJ suwuoye|d umouy ARpiMm 0m] JO 20URISIXT e

'pasn ale pueSZIIMS 10 AUBUWLIDS Ul 9pell [elIS1eW ST pue sjool s Auew ‘eLisny Ul e

‘(*m12 ‘Buluses| jeqolb ‘uonednpa
|eonjjod ‘uonescnpa |RJUSWIUOIIAUS Se UYons) seale Alejuaws|dwod jussayip ul padopaap a4k SjO0) pue S|BUDBW (ST e

AILISOd - S[qISSoD0. 318 (154 J10J S[ellojell pue 5]00} ojenbope jeys a4nsuy ¢
uonensSIUIWpe JeuoneiINpa woy) djdoad buowe QsJ 104 Buuiell JSYUNL ON e
*as3 Jo s9jdipund 3sajdwis ay3 Moe| SIaydoeal AUSISAIUN e

TAILVDAN — (5J Ul Sbebus 03 101995 UOREINps oyl UIlUiiM Sous1adwiod ay) dojoAad €

'SHI0MIDU QST 104 1N ND puB Sy ‘Uoiiednp3 40} ASiul 3y] woly poddns Jo 2a.169p ybiy e
‘'SHd @|buis 40 Bingzjes ang ‘©010MQ se yans sxiomipu gs3 Buodys o3 anp saldad sansod Auely e

'gs3 pue Bujuiely Jayses) 03 S80I 3 USYM AlJunod Jaauold e S] UBLIISNY e

TAILISOd - (153 Ul obebus 07101995 UoResnps syl UM S0U91adod a3 dojaAsd "¢



* As biggest research program for issues related to ESD, “Sparkiing Science” supported national ESD research with |around
100 000€.

* Many developments with a strong focus on practical problems were made at institutions such as the FORUM Umwelthildung,
Bildungsférderungsfonds fir Gesundheit und Nachhaltige Entwicklung or Zentrum POLIS.

5. Promote research on and development of ESD — NEGATIV

* There are no PH.D or Master programs for ESD in Austria.
e There is no focused research for the implementation of ESD in Austria.

* There are only 3 dissertations dealing with ESD issues.

6. Strengthen cooperation on ESD at all levels within the UNECE region — POSITIV

» This section was the only one with only positive answers.
» A great variety of different projects were named.

* A great variety of different stakeholder groups were included in the named projects.

6. Strengthen cooperation on ESD at all levels within the UNECE region —~NEGATIV

* Most named projects had no clear ESD focus.
» Most named projects had a rather vague image of SD.
» Clear tendency to understand ESD simply as “good education”.

e Almost no clear ESD co-operation.
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The “Dekadenburo” is an institution on behalf of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment
and Water Management and the Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture. It was established in order
to coordinate the implementation activities of the Austrian ESD-Strategy by providing information to all interested
persons and organizations, cross linking of all Austrian initiatives and supporting their integration.

More information: hitp://dekadenbuero.at/
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\

(a) Yes [ ] No
(b) Yes [] No

Please specify for (a) and (b). Fill in the table by ticking (V) as appropriate.

Achtung: ESD itself is not integrated in the curricula as verb, but the contents and educational goals as
described in the eight topics of ESD and in the seven pedagogical principles are part of the curricula.
ISCED-addressing is therefore needed! §

S (@) | by
ISCED _ 1 Ye Ye

SNosNo

SipibiwiNRO

Sub-indicator
1.2.3

Are non-formal and informal ESD addressed in your relevant national policy and/or regulatory document(s) and
operational frameworks? ‘

Yes [] No [X

Please specify.

Sub-indicator
1.2.4

Is public awareness in relation to ESD addressed in relevant national document(s)?

Yes [] No X

Please specify.

Sub-indicator
1.2.5

Does a formal structure for interdepartmental® cooperation relevant to ESD exist in your government?

Yes X| No []

The coordination body "Dekadenbiiro” (as mentioned above): It is run by the *FORUM UMWELTBILDUNG” which is an
initiative on behalf of the Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture and the Austrian Federal Ministry o
Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management) and the “ZENTRUM POLIS”, which is an initiative of the
Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture ) :

% Education level in accordance with ISCED.

7 National curricula and/or national standards/ordinances/requirements.
¥ For higher education institutions when answering: (1) regarding national legislation: this objective is focussing equally at the first stage of tertiary education (Bachelor), the second stage (MSc) and the third stage (P
covering various aspects such as service agreements/contracts, national strategies of R&D, university organisation and studies acts, or general laws of ligher educations.; (2) regarding national and/or nationa)
ordinarces/ requirements: special attention shall be devoted to indications of linking systems of quality assorance and accreditation {with regard to the Bologna process) for higher educations institutions with ESD,
to regulations of study programmes and study fields which reflect the principles of ESD.

% Between state bodies.

hD) while
standards/
as well as
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spaces)

If necessary, prowde relevant mformatlon on- your country srtuatro _..regardmg thls pecn‘" c objectlve. ( up to 1 500 characters w:th

: Indlcator 2 1 SD key themes are; addressed in formal educat:on. i R

2.1.1°

Su.b.-indlc'ator:__ " k.:)Are key themes of SD11 addressed expllmtly in the currlculum“/programme of study at varlous Ievels of

’formal educatlon'? G

i ESD :tself as verb Is not mtegrated in the currrcula. But the contents and educatronal goals as descrrbed m‘ )
- the e;ght toplcs of ESD and’ m the seven pedagog:cal prmc:ples are part of the. curncula. ' .

; g -'However sustalnabillty is mcreasmgly percepted in publlc The decade as- well as the results of the Plsa studles offer i
: _opportunltles to rethlnk educataonal programs currlcula and strategles e L :

The decade as a Top Down prOJect faces Bottom Up discussmns concentratmg on new ways of educatlon in ‘the sense
of sustarnable development Unfortunately these two- processes so. far:are linked just punctually, e.g. by consultation |

: .|’ meetings between stakeholders and’ representatlves of the admlnlstratlon Educatlon for sustamable development is
L stiil far from becomlng a general gmdelme Ll _
Yes X No[] | Onthe other hand the topics of the decade can be: referred to a long tradltton and a good formal anchorage wnthm the ,
| for. gender equallty are established” |nstruct|on pnnaples Numerous |n1t|at1ves and pI‘O_]eCtS have been’ orgamzed in
| mahy schools, which’ prove that these toplcs are. mtegrated in. educatlonal practlse They were established a long t|me
| before the decade started, they see themselves not in: competmon but rather as contnbutlon to, Educatlon for e
: -Sustamable Development : : ‘ ‘ : ‘

i In order to get a more detalled p|cture a sc:entﬂ"cally accurate comprehenswe curracu]um analysns would be necessary.'
R Phase II please specrfy ln the table in Annex 1 (a) and use the.scale, Indicate the results in the box below . :

educational system ‘Health educatlon environmental educatlon ‘civic educatlon consumer ‘education and: educatlon

Ao By C i Do EL I Fo

2.1.2

Are learmng outcomes (SleS attftudes and values) that support ESD addressed expllc;tly m the

Sub-indicator - -
| currictjurn®/programme of study at various levels of formal education?

! For explanation see paragraph 15 of the Strategy.
12 At the state level, where relevant.

1? See footnote 14.
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ﬁ_.I‘nﬁd icator '2_'-._3- A =v_\r_h_t.f)_le__-in‘sl:itut‘i'tﬂ)_l_ju ‘_a_pp.:"-.o,a c'.h f?-'-to ESD / SD'--is__.p_romq.ted; o

2.3.1

Sub-indicator Do educatronai IHSU!’UI’IOHS“B adopt a “who!e mstltut:on approach i to SD/ESD?

e On hlgher educatlon ievel, some Austrlan umver5|t|es, unlversmes of appl:ed sc1ence and unlver5|ty colleges of teache
| education:have. partumpated in. programmes supporting educatlon for sustainable development as a whole institution. |
“This development-is forstered by development agreements between the responsxble mlmstrles and the respect:ve o
. |'higher education institution.. '
- |'On'school level’ programmes Ilke ecologrcally onentated schools, UNESCO schools, health promotmg schools or schoo

"Phase II please specrfy for ail Ievels of your educatlon system in accordance with. ISCED -in the table by t:ckmg ( V) ag
_approprlate, as We” as. for non formal and informal educatron If relevant: data are avan’able p!ease also specn‘y

for preventlng climate change etc.-address hundreds: of schaols and support.a whole |nst|tut|on approach

E ':Wlthln the last years-numerous. schools developed specmc proflles ‘with: a:strong ecolog|cai rate Often- several fOCI are
-'followed at a single school - e. g. science learning, promoting: Ianguages health and. ecology Iearnlng These foci are’
1 malnly unconnected until now - but they offer great opportumt:es for ESD - provided that. Imkage between the vario
.| topics takes: placey Co operation of different players and themes would be a model 6f : success.

|:On the programme: level within the Austrian Federal Mlmstry for- Education, Arts-and Culture the. coIIaboratlon betwee
“school networks and background programmes concernmg ecologlsatlon of schools, health promotlng schools as well &
- | science. Iearmng (network ”Inlt:atlve on Innovatlon m Mathematlcs, Suence and Technology”) is agreecl and has
E started in 2010 . : : o . : : Y S

Ye's .‘ NOD S

| ISCED Ievels - Yse “No
] ' X
2 X
3 X
4 X .
5 X
6 X
Teacher R PR
education X

Uy

EEIE

7

—J-_

2.3.2

Sub-indicator
| approach to SD/ESD”?

Are there any mcentlves (gurdelmes, award scheme fundmg, technrcal support) that support 3 whole mstrtutron ‘

¥ A *whole institution approach” means that all aspects of an institution’s internal operations and external relationships are reviewed and revised in Hght of SD/ESD principles. Within such an approach sach instimution would

decide on its own actions, addressing the three overlapping spheres of Campus (management operations); Curriculum; and Commurity (external relationships).
'8 For higher education institutions: Whole university, whole college or whole faculty approach (including inter-faculty approaches).
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.Seme: Unlver5|tres partlcmatlng in ESD- Programs are developlng their own:indicators. Schools are using indicators ike L

.| ecological. footprlnt or criteria of the National Erivironmental Performance Award.for Schools and Educational

S _InStItUtIOI’lS as well as the. Qua!ity Criteria. for ESD Schools, developed by the Internatlonal Network ”Enwronment and
School Imtlatlves/ENSI” mdlcators developed by schools are unknown L R . :

Ut

. Phase i Please spec;fy for all levels of your eo‘ucatfon system in- accordance w:th ISCED in. the tab!e by ticking: (' V) a
-iappropnate as. well as for non formal and mformal educat:on Ifrefevant data are avarlable p!ease also spec:fy '

' R ~ | ISCED [evels: ’;e No
Yes No ] : T e
B 1 X
. X
3 X
4 X
5 . X
6 . X
Teacher. LI R
education XL

Indlcator 2 4 ESD is- addressed by quallty assessment/enhancement systems

Su b~indi-caf0r. 5 Are there any educat:on quahty assessment/enhancement systems that mclude cntena on ESD” in: (a) nan,‘ionenr
2.4.1 | systems? (b) other? - ‘ L i SIETTRTS S .

' For higher education institutions; Either national centres for quality assessment in higher education or cooperation with general quality assessment agencies such as the European Foundation for Quality Managqment
(EFQM).
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S cPhase II Please spec:fy 2

Yes ¥ Né_l_:l_

TA W|de range of act:v:t|es of publlc authorltles and prlvate organlsatlons |s carned out m order to ralse pUb|IC :

. |-awareness.: Changmg cllmate, rural- development the concept of the: ecologlcal footprmt are toplcs of. hlgh priority in

:Austnan s media: Wlthln the nat|onal strategy for sustamablllty lnformatlon and educations plays an. [mportant role
-Companles aré mformed about: programs for: corporate soaal respon5|blllty (CSR) by publlc corporatlons
(Industnellenvereln|gung, ertschaftskammer) A program for Learnlng reglons is promoted by the Federal mlnlstry g

-agnculture |n order to support rural development SO » e : S o .

. ._Enwronmental |ssues are addressed regularly by NGOs (e g Umweltdachverband Word W|Idl1fe Fund, Okologte—

. : _'_"Instltut) Federal states focus on rural development or. Agenda 21 processes. In Vorarlberg (one of the federal states)
S publ:c ofﬁce for “future affalrs” (Buro fur Zukunftsfragen) provndes mformatlon about SD- top|cs :

_Nachhaltlges Osterrelch) provrde |nformat|on espeaally for experts and stakeholders

- "fHowever ESD asks for empowerment and the ab|I|ty to crltlcal thrnklng and reflectlng Up to now there IS
E unfortunately no: focus V|51ble in critical- thlnkmg in this area. Moreover ‘the Ilnkage between ESD and- ere long Iearnm

On a’ natlonal level the commlttee for sustalnable Austrla and the natxonal expert group for sustalnabtllty (Forum L

: Non formal Iearnlng is covered by a large varlety of organlsatlons in Austna market dnven compames as well -as non.‘_'
‘ proflt organizations offer training,’ teachmg and |nformat|on actmt:es Some of. them are supported by churches '
‘ others by labour or. employers organrsat|ons or. commumtles :

- "Therefore, there exists also-a large vanety of approaches to- ESD toplcs some focus on soaal others on economlcal c

- |ecological toprcs of ESD, oo
B Empowerment galned very much |mportance |n non formal educatlon in the Iast few years ThlS development IS due t

econom|cal con5|derat|ons and not a result of ESD - nevertheless it supports ESD

lnltiatlves is: not v15|ble Here great opportumtles for supportmg the-aims: of ESD eX|st

r

Su b;indicator :

2.5.2

: Is there any support for work—based Iearmng ( e.g. for small compames, farmers, trade umons assocratrons), Wthh

addresses SD issues?’

 Please describe how this is dene — for example, in press articles, TV and radio programmes ar public fectures promoting environmentally friendly goods and services, sustainable Iifestyles.
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ves [ No [

o Stakeholders were asked to part|c1pate in consultatlo'
";,__teachers, representatlves of educational and’e virgnmental authontles as well as representativés of environmental - |-

ot organlsatlons participated. The’ results were publlshe by the Austnan Federal Mlmstry for Educat:on Arts and Culture‘ _
—asa base‘ifor a natlonal strategy T CaE _ B

.The natlonWIde dlscussmn ended since no natlonal strategy was’ presented On a Iocal and reglonal Ievel stakeholder EE
| -have developed programs, planned and carried-out activities for- ESD. {e.g.7in the reg|on of the naticnal park Hohe "
‘Tauern) Nevertheless, stakeholders from Iabour orgamsatlons and the prlvate sector hardly partlcmate in ESD-

.Phase I Please spec:fy in the table in Annex 2z (a ) and (b) and use the scale. Ind:cate the results in the boxes below
1 .(a) accordlng to the UNECE Strateg on ESD (b) accordlng to the UN'DESD - ' '

As mentloned above (Ind:cator 2.1)a natlonal strategy eX|sts asa draft S : -
| onferences: in 2006. ‘More than 300° stakeho!ders, mamly '

dlscu55|ons

AL B i Ci DI E. F . A Bl € oD E o Fe
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Yes x No [

FPhase II: Please specify by filling in the table in Annex 3.

Lectures, courses, seminars on SD and ESD topics can be found such as:

the "summer academy” within the Programmes "Ecologisation of schools - Education for Sustainable
Development",

the teacher in-service training course "Ecologisation of schools" (at the Kirchliche Pddagogische Hochschule /
KPH Wien),

the in-service training course for teacher trainers on ESD which involves all Austrian PHs,

the course on sustainability organised by the regional network on ESD in Salzburg called SABINE.
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Yes x No []

Please specify how. Please list major ones and describe as appropriate.

There are several ESD networks supported by the government and different ministries;

The programme “Ecologisation of Schools — Education for Sustainable Development OKOLOG”,
supported by the Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture ; OKOLOG is the first and main
Austrian programme for schools at the interface of Environmental Education and School development. It is
based on the ENSI approach to EE and ESD taking into account the challenges and opportunities of school
autonomy and school programme development. www.oekolog.at

"National Environmental Performance Award for Schools and Educational Institutions”
("Umweltzeichen fur Schulen und Bildungseinrichtungen™), financed by the BMFLUW. This is a national
and government-based award, its criteria were set in force by January 2002. About half of the 120 criteria
relate to EE, school curriculum and school development. www.umweltzeichen.at/schulen

Environmental Education in Teacher Education- The Network ENITE. ENITE is an research and
development network which supports the development and study of initiatives in teacher education. At its first
phase (1997 - 2000) teams of professors/associate professors, teachers and students at several teacher
training institutions have worked in environment-related teacher education as part of a research project.

The “Klimabundnis Osterreich” (“Austrian Climate Association™) is a nation-wide network with ca. 300
member communities and 60 Klimabundnis schools. It provides information, facilitation and PR, launches
project initiatives and contests for schools. Supported by the Ministry of Environment.

The "Local Agenda 21”-Schools initiative in Styria is organised by the NGO “Umweltbildungszentrum
Steiermark UBZ” (“"Environmental Education Centre of Styria”) on behalf of and financed by the Styrian
Provincial Government. The Regional initiative in Tyrol “Schule mit Zukunft” focuses on building school teams
responsible for the management, reflection and documentation of environmental projects and for stabilising
themn in a school profile. An important initiative in Salzburg is the network SABINE on ESD in Austria.

The ,SchillerInnenwettbewerb Jugend Innovativ® (Pupils Award - Youth Innovative), has an area
dedicated to climate protection which contains a special award for projects dealing with climate change and is
financed by the BMWF] und BMUKK and three private non-governmental partners. All submitted projects are
evaluated by the “Jugend Innovativ Jury” along certain criteria such as creativity, degree of innovation,
effectiveness, practical experience orientation and presentation. Herein, the focus is on technological solutions
as well as on activities and measures for awareness raising. www.jugendinnovativ.at
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Yes X No[] -

|:Phase II: Please specify to what extent public authorfty money is invested in this activity,: by providing an: mdlcat:on q
the amount (m USD) referrmg to the amount of ESD-reIated research and development expend:tures, annually

'There are: two facts WhICh make |t dlffcult to answer the questlon

-and forms “On nationallevel mainly three ministries: ‘the ‘Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, ‘Arts and Culture,
‘Culture ancl Arts, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Enwronment Water: Management and Food and the Forelgn
Sl Mlmstry are supportmg the productlon of ESD-materials. On reglonal level, some of the province governments are
: -'spendlng money on ESD tools and materials and even.communities and NGO like Institutes have budget lines for thal_ :
_|-purpose. 'Moreover some of the mentioned funds are not cIearIy categonzed some funds are pro;|ect funds (e.g. for.’

: -'_materlal development) other funds have the purpose to support NGO structures Wlthm these structures ESD tools an
materlals are developed as well ' ‘ _ . : L

' To summanze |t is clear that |n Austrla pubilc money |s mvested m the development of ESD materlals and too!s but
| s very dlfﬁcult to mdncate a detailed amount spent on thls purpose S .

'Flrst there is some confusaon between S|m|Iar concepts (espeaally ESD Global Educatlon Env1ronmenta| Educatlon)
.| existing. ‘Tools and matenals |n aII three sectors and tradltlons are produced but could be seen as ESD matenals and L
.tools as’ weII ‘ o . - : ‘ : ST . R L

Second Austrla is.a federal country therefore ESD. |n|t[at|ves are sponsored on various Ievels (natlonal reglonal loca

4

el

d-

Indlcator 4 2 Quallty control mechanlsms for teachmg too!s and materlals for ESD exust., :

| Sub-indicator -

4.2.1

'Do you, have quallty crlter/a and/or quallty gurdehnes for ESD«related teachmg tools and matenals that are (a )
_ 'supported by public authorities? .
| (b)y-approved by: public authorities? (c) tested and recommended for selectlon by educatlonal mstftut:ons?
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Sub-indicator - | Are ESD' te_achmg tools / matenals ava.rlable (a) in natfonal languages? (b) for aH Ievels of educatlon accord:ng to-

4.2.2 . |ISCED?
Lo -.PhaseI For (a) p!ease spec:fy
A& (a) Yes, But there is. a specmc situation in: Austna qu|te a Ioad of educatlonal materlafs is produced in Germany and
the German speaklng area of Smtzer[and Thls materlal is broadly used in Austrla as well '

"_."(b)Yes
. 0 -Phase II For (b) please spec:fy m the tab!e by tfcklng ¢ V) as aporopriajte.ﬁ- :
(a) Yes X No - ISCED Ievels (b)
M L i Ye No
(B) YesX No™ | - 3 '
. -0 X
1 X
2 .
3 X
4 X
5 S X
_ 6 X
. Teacher X
education e
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(a) Yes X No
L]

S -For (a) and (b) please spec:fy

- =(a) Internet WV umweltblldunq at WWW. baobab at WWW, suedwmd agentur a www Qolltlk-lernen at the et
{b) Yes X No E '
1 :

‘ organlsatlons ‘have ESD databases where 'you can search for. authors and keywords as well.
: '(b) leranes in the Ilbrarles of the four orgamsatlons ESD materlals and tools could be Ient out
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Sub-indicator
5.1.2

Does any research evaluate the outcome of the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD?

Yes [ ] No x

Please specify.

Sub-indicator
5.1.3

Are post-graduate programmes available: (1) on ESD:® (a) for the master’s level? (b) for the doctorate fevel?
(2) addressing ESD; (a) for the master’s level? (b) for the doctorate Jevel?

(1)
(a) Yes ] No

x
%Yes ] No

(2)
(a) Yes [] No

X
(b) Yes [] No
X

Phase II: Please specify for (1) (a) and (b); (2) (a) and (b).

Even ESD is not addressed explicitly, the Ph.D- Programme “sustainable development” established at the University of
Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna might have room for more ESD elements in the future,
Additionally, study courses such as the “Universitatslehrgang Nachhaitigkeitsmanagement® at the University of Leoben
give room for educational aspects on small scale,

Sub-indicator
5.1.4

Are there any 5cholarships supported by public authorities for post-graduate research in ESD: (a) for the master’s
level; (b) for the doctorate level?

(a) Yes ] No

X
(b) Yes [ 1 No
X

Phase II: Please specify for (a) and (b).

Indicator 5.2 Development of ESD is promoted.

Sub-indicator
5.2.1

Is there any support for innovation and capacity-building in ESD practice?®

* ESD is addressed by substance and/or by approach.
¥ Activities may include pilot projects, action research, social learning, multi-stakeholder teams.
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Sub-indicator
5.3.2

Are there any scientific publications: (a) specifically on ESD? (b) addressing ESD?

{a) Yes x No
Ll

(b) Yes x No

Phase I: For (a) if feasible, please provide the number on annual basis over the reporting period. Please Jist the majoi]
ones.

There is no ESD publication on an annual basis. Beside that, the following examples are to name:

Project EU COMENIUS 3 Net work project "School Development through Environmental Education® SEED. (2002 -
2005)

See also sub-indicator 5.1.1

I

Phase II: For (b) if feasible, please provide the number on annual basis over the reporting period. Please list the majg
ones.

The major and only example is SEED (see above).

=
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Yes 'xl No [}

| Phase I1: Please specify for national, subnational and focal Jevels and list major networks. -

,-:‘*.:‘;OECD Annual Meetmg of Sustalnable Development Experts (AMSDE), the Federal Chancellery of Austrla is
3 responsnble for the coordination of the ‘Austrian’ position and. it heads the Austrian delegation; ESD.represents one |
= .of the central fom of the AMSDE |n Austnan V|ew the AMSDE should prlmarlly focus on ESD |n the future '

I .European Sustamable Development Network Several representatlves of the state pubhc admlnrstrat|on are
- “membeérs-of the ESDN that aims to facilitate the' exchange of .good- pract:ces and exper[ences on sustainable -

o development across Europe betweern: government authorlty representatlves responsnble for SD° pohcy formulation
- and lmplementatlon in close.colfaboration with stakeholders. It organises ; structured dlSCUSS!Or‘IS on specific prlorlt
_",_themes, issues and good: practlces The ESDN also: tries to enhance the mamstreamlng of sustainable development
. |ssues, _vert|cal mtegratlon and coherence between the EU natlonal and sub nat|onal Ievels of policy makmg

e ENSI Envrronment and School Inltlatlves (ENSI) an mternatlonal government based network that focuses of
E ;ﬁenwronmental éducation, research ‘and-innovation, as well as. educatlon for sustainable development \is based on|
~an:initiative by. the Austrian: Federal Ministry for Educat|on ‘Arts and Culture, [mplemented in 1985 to mtroduce
'- '*_,ﬁ_env:ronmental educatlon (EE) into.the educatlonal programme of OECD/CERI -With the support of Peter Posch,

‘ team-has been. workmg in'Austria. under the auspices. of the Austrlan Federal Mlnlstry for: Educatlon Arts and
- Culture It consists of eleven educatlonahsts from different fields, a co- ordlnator from the Federal M|n|stry for a
Educat|on Arts and Culture and an academlc adv;sor (Peter Posch) : :

professor-of Education at the Umvers:ty of Klagenfurt ENSI was launched in 1986.. Since then the:ENSI teacher _

L '_‘_"Task Force for Educatlon on Sustamable Consumptlon and Productlon, parhc:pated by the Federal Mmrstry .
o of Agrlculture Forestry, Enwronment and Water Management : _

1
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L:_f‘Startlng pomt was’ the conference “ESD |n ngher Educat|on”, Graz 2005 i

e Socnal capltal To promote the subJect of soaal capltal dunng the past few years an: mcreasmg number of :
- measures'was putiin place:. Implementatlon of prOJects and surveys concernmg the measurement of social capltal L
.':fe g.in schools; at a reglonal level (mumapalnhes), in different institutions; in. companles etc.; Awareness- bu1ldmg
P preparatlon and discussion of this’ subject at events; Publlcatlon of the book;. "502|alkap|tal ‘Neue Zugange zZu- o
.'--..j‘gesellschafthchen Kraften" (2006), the: first: German Ianguage preparatlon and presentatlon of . the: bases of soaal
. capital; Contmumg research into.the. subJect and its’ presentatlon at dlfferent events is planned. The starting . -
.| initiative 'has been a research prOJect of the: Austrlan Federal Mmlstry for Educat|on Arts and Culture WIthm
T OECD/CERI “Measurlng Soual Capltal” |n the years 2004 2005 L IR . : :

1o f'__INEX Summer Programmes |n Central Amerlca The INEX act|V|t|es are an example of internatlonal student-
. based. network with- part;cular links to ESD. While. sendlng ‘students to Universities in Costa Rica- INEX wants to:
_'_"_,_'_._engage their: students in challengmg prOJects, to.broaden their honzons and help the commumty Herein, INEX--
. triesto promote the enwronmental protectlon soc1al learnmg and- economlc progress This student based initiative
, '.f'brmgs together tomorrow's. economic leaders and the corporate world WJth developlng communlt{es, not only '
f_|mttat|ng mutual knowledge transfer but also takmg act:on o T ‘ Sl

'o

Sub-i'nd_icator":" ‘,Are there any. state bllateral and/or mult|lateral cooperatlon mechamsms/agreements that mclude an expltcnt ESD -
6.1.3 . .~ | component? . R S .

: Phase II Please specrfy and ]rst the ma]or ones
e ,Preparatlon of . the Austrlan Strategy for Educatlon for Sustalnable Development In the prlmary -goal
" “No. 4 of the Austrian Strategy for Sustalnable Development partlcular reference.is. made to the importance of .
o ﬁ"'the educatlon sector for the successful |mplementat10n of sustainable: development in Austrla Based on.this inj- -
-the 2004 work programme.of the’ Austnan Susta|nab|l|ty Strategy the Austrian Féderal Government - 4]
- comrmssmned the formulation of a: ‘Nationatl Strategy for Education for Sustainable. Deve!opment (ESD) At the
S L ‘mtematlonal lever, in autumin’ 2004 UNESCO presented a scheme adopted by the UN General Assembly-asa |
Yes x No [ R _' 1 'gmdellne for natlonal injtiatives: geared to the: implementation of the UN-Decade for. Education for. Sustalnable
— . .|"7 . Development:(2005-2014), which will iow be further developed: by the-member: states and their national
' '_f'_.commlssmns ina: comprehenswe consultatlon process that has been conducted since'mid-2005-and based on|
car experts position- paper;’ the draft for’ such a: strategy was drawn up. Upon completlon ‘this strategy paper. .|
Soowas) adopted by the Councn of Ministers on November-12, 2008. The ESD strategy will be co- ordlnated with the -
- . .measures undertaken in connection with the Austrian strategy for lifelong learnlng This refers- inter alia to adult
- - education, the: pnorltles of Wthh also take into consideration conceérns. addressed by sustainable development S
Lo For example, the enwsaged educatlon benchmark for parhc;patlon II’I further educatlon has already been g
o '_'.achleved (2005 13 9 %) el o sl L T L
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Annex 1 (a)
Indicator 2.1, sub-indicator 2.1.1

Please specify which key themes of SD are addressed explicitly in the curriculum/programme of study at various levels of formal education, by filling in the table below.

{Please tick (V) relevant themes for each level. Use the blank rows to insert additional themes that are considered to be key themes in addressing learning for sustainable
development.)

ISCED Levels

Some key themes covered by sustainable development
0 i1 12 {3 (4 i5

Peace studies (international relations, security and conﬂlct resoluuon partnershlps gtc.)

Ethics and philosophy

Citizenship, democracy and govemance

Human rights, (including gender, racial and inter-generational equity; )

Poverty alleviation

Cultural diversity

Biological and landscape diversity

Environmental Protection (Waste management, etc.)

Ecological principles/ecosystern approach

Natural resource mapagement (including water, soil, mineral, fossil fuels, etc...)

Climate change

Personal and family health (e.g. HIV/AIDS drug abuse, ...)

Environmental health (e.g. food and drinking; water quality; pollution)

Corporate social responsibility

Production and/or consumption patterns

Economics

Rural/urban development

Total

Other (countries to add as many as rieeded)

NB The indicator will be reflected by (a) a scale based on the sum of ticks and (b) changes in the pattern of response between subsequent reports.

The assessment key for this table (max. 102 ticks; “other” not counted) is:

No. of ticks 0-5 6-10 | 11-25 | 26-50 | 51-75 | 76-100
A B C D E F

Scale

() 1 xouuy

1 oded

LTPPV/S/000¢/€ 1 DV/dED/HDE
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Learning to learn
Does education at each level enhance
learners’ capacity for:

- Expected outcomes

posing analytical questions/critical thinking

understanding complexity/systemic thinking

overcoming obstacles/problem-solving

managing change/problem-setting

creative thinking/future-oriented thinking

understanding interrelationships across discipiines/holistic approach

other (countries to add as many-as needed)

Learning to do
Does education at each level enhance
learners’ capacity for: .

Expected outcomes

applying learning in a variety of life-wide contexts

decision making, including in situations of uncertainty

dealing with crises and risks

acting responsibly

acting with self-respect

acting with determination

Total
- other {countries to add as many as needed)
Expected outcomes

- self-confidence o

- self-expression and communication
Learning to be - coping under stress
Does education at each level enhance - ability to identify and clarify values ( for phase Ill)
learners’ capacity for: _ .

Total

other (countries to add as many as needed)

Learning to live and work together

Does education at each level enhance
learners’ capacity for:

Expected outcomes

acting with responsibility (locally and globally)

acting with respect for others

identifying stakeholders and their interests

collaboration/team working

participation in democratic decision making

negotiation and consensus building

distributing responsibilities (subsidiarity)

(@) 1 xouuy

(q) 1 xsuuy

G 98eg

T'PPV/S/O00T/ET DV /dHD/ADH

971 @3ed

I'PPV/S/900T/E 1" DV /dHD/ADH
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Indicator 2.6, sub-indicator 2.6.1

Annex 2

Please specify to what extent is ESD implementation is a multi-stakeholder process, by filling in the table below? Please provide examples of good practice.
(Please tick (V) in what type of education stakeholders are involved in both (a) and (b) template-tables.)

Table (a} According to the UNECE Strategy for ESD

' Classification by UNECE Strategy for ESD

Stakeholders

. : Formal Non-formal Informal
NGOs v
Local government v v
Organized labour
Private sector v v
Community-based v
Faith-based
Media
Total

Other (countries to add as many as needed)

The assessment key for this table (max. 21 ticks; “other” not counted) is:

No. of ticks 0-1 2

3=5

6-1

0 i 11-15

16-21

A B

Scale

C

D

E

F
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Annex 3
Indicator 3.1, sub-indicator 3.1.3
Please specify to what extent is ESD a part of the initial and/or in-service educator’s training, by filling in the table below by ticking (V) as appropriate.

"% of education professionals who have received training™
to integrate ESD into their practice: (see key below)
ISCED levels - ‘ .. Educators - : Leaders/administrators®
Initial* . - "In servicex+ - In servicet
AIBICIDIEIFIABICIDIEIF|AIBICIDI!E!'!F
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
Non-formal
Informal

The assessment key for this table (max. 100%) is:
% of educated trainers 05 6-10 | 11-25 | 26-50 | 51-75 | 76-100

Scale A B C D E F
* Flease indicate the % of educators who have received initial training on ESD to fotal number of educators by the reporting date.
wE Please indicate the % of educators who have received training on ESD to total number of educators who received in-service teacher training by the reporting date.

Rk Please indicate the % of leaders/administrators who have received training on ESD to total number of leaders/administrators who received in-service teacher trainin
the reporting date.

3-1 Training is understood to include at least one day (a minimum of 5 contact hours}.
% Paragraphs 54 and 55 of the UNECE Strategy on ESD.

€ Yauuy
g1 adeq

L'PPV/S/900T/€1 DV/dHDMIH

Ry
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1. BACKGROUND

The UNECE-Report

In December 2006 UNECE approved the ESD-indicators which were developed by its inter-
national expert group and confirmed the intention to evaluate the implementation of the
ESD-Strategy in the single member countries by means of this set of indicators. Based on
this set of indicators the individual UNECE-member states should report on the success or
quality of the implementation of the UNECE strategy or complete standardized national re-
porting to 2010 (Phase II') and 2015 {Phase III), The answer to the national reports should
be done in the broadest possible multi-stakeholder process. Specifically, the official call of
the UNECE in this regard is as follows:

“UNECE Member States should prepare their national implementation reports through a
transparent consultative process involving all relevant stakeholders at the na-
tional/state level. Countries with a federal structure will submit one consofidated re-
port based on sub-national/state inputs”.

For the preparation of national reports for the Phase II (2010) also the following objectives
are:

"Start integrating SD into learning programmes and curricula, review processes
made in the implementation of the national strategies and revise them, if necessary.”

To 2010 to establish in Austria a broad national multi-stakeholder process for reporting and
in the context of ESD goals also to use it as their own participatory learning and design
process, in 2007 the Austrian Ministry of Education commissioned the FORUM Environmental
Education with the co-ordination of the first nationwide reporting procedure.

The result of this process - the Austrian UNECE report - was presented by FORUM Umwelt-
bildung (Forum Environmental Education) in the Austrian Federal Ministry for Education,
Arts and Culture on February 16, 2010, was subsequently amended by further information
from experts of the Austrian Ministry of Education and finalized in June 2010. The now com-
pleted final report reflects these additions and will be forwarded by the Austrian Ministry of
Education to the UNECE in the coming days.

The reporting-process

The central core of the reporting-process was a working group of six independent experts of
various fields of formal, informal und non-formal education which was established and co-
ordinated by FORUM Umweltbildung. The nomination for this working group was orientated

! phase I took place in 2007. Its aims were first volunteer national pioneer-reports as well as the first overview compilation of
national ESD-initiatives. Austria was among the countries which delivered a first UNECE pioneer-report by the end of 2007.
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by the six fields of action / objectives of the UNECE-strategy which also define the composi-
tion and structure of the national report. Each of the working group participants took re-
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expertise:

¢ Objective 1: Policy and legal frame
(Ensure that policy, regulatory and operational frameworks support ESD)

* Objective 2: Learning processes and sustainability
(Promote Sustainable Development through formal, non-formal and informal learning)

» Objective 3: Teacher pre-service and in-service training
(Develop the competence within the education sector to engage in ESD)

+ Objective 4: Materials and tools for ESD
(Ensure that adequate tools and materials for ESD are accessible)

s Objective 5: Research and Development
(Promote research on and development of ESD)

» Objective 6: International ESD-Co-operation within UNECE
(Strengthen co-operation on ESD at all levels within the UNECE region)

The data collection and interviews with stakeholders were done by the experts in the period
January to September 2008. In relation to the type of data collection there was no specific
guidance, which is why different methods and approaches were chosen individually. The
spectrum ranges from network queries on personal interviews to surveys by e-mail. The ex-
perts were responsible for the selection and integration of the collected information as well
as to answer the specific questions of each field.

The meetings of the working group were used to discuss and to structure the results from
the six objectives and subsequently to outline a first common "picture" of ESD in Austria.
The meeting focused in particular on problems which showed up during the survey or on the
sometimes highly divergent perceptions and difficulties of implementation of ESD in the
various fields of activity. The outcome of these meetings resulted in the first interim report
in autumn 2008. On this basis a provisional national report was created and published on
the website of the ,Dekadenbiiro™ (www.dekadenbuero.at) in January 2009,

Based on this on-line publication the FORUM Umweltbildung initiated a nationwide feedback
process. Stakeholders from all sectors concerned were invited to comment and supplement
the report online within eight months. Users were free to refer to and to attach amendments
to all questions of the UNECE-report or only to selected fields of action. During PR activities
parallel to the feed back process over 350 persons out of the Austrian “environment” of ESD
were contacted and invited to comment on the interim report. The result of this process was
summarized in the preliminary final report - the national UNECE-Report 2010.

i ———— . _____________________ . . .|
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II. Results

The summarized results and the first interpretations of the national interim reports were
presented and discussed in the Ministry of Education on February 16, 2010. Particular atten-
tion was paid to the different aspects and perceptions about each six areas of action. Be-
sides the primary objective of creating a well-secured and well-founded National Reports for
the UNECE it was essential to get a comprehensive picture of the current state of ESD in
Austria. The focus of the questionnaire and the nature of the data collection reflect primarily
the perception of ESD among the various stakeholder groups, which offers the possibility to
adapt communication and dissemination of ESD to the various stakeholder groups and pay
particular attention to remaining blind spots.

Objective 1: Policy and legal framework

Objective 1 is of crucial importance for the UNECE since here the direct transfer of the re-
quirements of the UNECE strategy in the Austrian education landscape is most strongly re-
flected. In this context the activities of political leaders are most important.

As most important point the questionnaire analysis results in a high number of positive
mentions for this objective which characterises Austria as one of the pioneer countries in
Europe for ESD. Especially good in this objective is the avaitability of the data. Most data are
collected centrally in the Austrian Ministry of Education, which has to be seen as an indica-
tion of the relevance of ESD topic in the Ministry.

Outstanding feature in this objective is also the existence of explicit provisions for the na-
tionwide implementation of ESD, such as the Austrian ESD strategy, the national implemen-
tation plan and the ESD-Focal Points*

At the interface of government policies and actions in support of ESD processes and the real
education work there were numerous mentions of the two institutions Forum Umweltbildung
and Zentrum Polis, which are well known among the stakeholders and their activities are
well received.

Even though the Austrian activities in this objective are to be assessed as largely positive
the report highlights three latent weaknesses: First, there is still no explicit mention of ESD
in curricula and in education standards®. A similar deficit is the complete absence of ESD in
official guidelines and documents regarding the non-formal and informal education sector.
Furthermore, the report clearty shows the lack of any explicit mention of ESD in general le-
gal guidelines and documents relating to formal education topics.

? ‘The UNECE calls of the individual member states the obligatory cooperation regarding the implementation of ESD between
the Ministries of Education and Ministries of Environment. Unlike many other UNECE countries this cooperation has been well
established in Austria between these two ministries - the national Focal Points - for several years.

% In relation to the discussion on the integration of ESD in educational standards it is essential to note the problem that the con-
cept of fixed standards runs contrary to the continuous learning and adjustment process within dynamic ESD processes. There-
fore the discourse should focus more on flexible quality criteria for ESD.

-
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Objective 2: Learning processes and sustainability

In the area of formal education objective 2 reflects a positive perception of the national an-
choring of ESD among the experts and relevant stakeholder groups. The good connection
between sustainability and ESD principles and the various teaching principles were often
emphasized by the respondents. In addition the anchoring of many sustainability issues in
various curricula and teaching objectives indicates an ever growing discussion about sustai~
nability in schools and universities.

In addition Austria seems to be one of those countries in which a "whole-institutional ap-
proach”, respectively an integrative and institutionally reflected access to ESD processes in
schools as in universities gradually keeps its entry.

Furthermore it can be assumed that the very successful preliminary work of the classic envi-
ronmental education in Austria has an impact so far that federal initiatives - such as the Na-
tional Environmental Performance Award for Schools and Educational Institutions - have
strict quality criteria with a clear reference to ESD and thus also Influence highly formal
learning processes.

Despite the above mentioned encouraging resuits of the UNECE-report objective 2 also
shows clear deficits:

On the one hand there is a complete lack of a uniform national quality control of ESD in
classroom teaching.

Additionally it can be noted that until the conclusion of this report in June 2010 no further
leading analysis regarding the connection between ESD, curricula and cross curricular prin-
ciples is available.

Moreover, in the range of learning processes and sustainability, the focus clearly lies in the
formal education sector - a fact which is underlined by the absence of any evaluation of ESD
processes in non-formal and informal education.

Objective 3: Teacher pre-service and in-service training

In the area of teacher training Austria is certainly one of the few pioneering countries within
UNECE. This positive trend In objective 3 is supported particularly through the work of net-
works such as OKOLOG, ESD network of Salzburg, the teacher trainer course for ESD of FQ-
RUM Umweltbildung and the University of Klagenfurt or by programmes of individual teacher
training universities. Accordingly the majority of responses to this objective outlined an en-
couraging picture of implementation of the UNECE strategy in Austria. Positive in this objec-
tive is the high level of network support on the part of the Ministries.

In contrast to strong signals in the direction of anchoring of ESDIin the Austrian teacher
pre- and in-service training and the training of university teachers in the field of ESD is cur-
rently not an issue. This finding shows that in Austria schools operate far more innovative in
the fields of didactics and methodology than universities. In addition to the 'blind spot' uni-
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versity teachers the report also documents that also in the area of the management of edu-
cational institutions no structured and comprehensive training on ESD is offered.

Objective 4: Materials and tools for ESD

In Austria, according to the interviewed experts and stakeholders groups, ESD relevant ma-
terials are developed and used in various fields (environmental-, civic-, health-, gender-,
consumer education, etc.). In addition many ESD materials from Germany and Switzerland
are used. Regarding dissemination the UNECE report illustrates the crucial role of the two
institutions FORUM Umweltbildung and Zentrum Polis, which play a prominent role as re-
gards the dissemination of ESD materials in Austria.

With regard to existing deficits for this objective is to be stated that in Austria neither a na-
tional strategy for the development and dissemination of ESD materials or ESD tools nor a
consistent guideline for the quality of ESD materials exists.

Objective 5: Research and development

As objective 5 requested specific figures and totals which exist primarily in the Ministry. of
Education and in the Ministry of Environment, only few stakeholders could contribute to the
data collection. As a comparative value of 2009 for indirect research on ESD an amount of
about € 250,000,- was available. "Indirect” means here research on topics of sustainable
development which simultaneously has an educational focus, but without explicitly mention-
ing ESD. The largest financial support in the field of indirect research came from the re-
search programme “Sparkling Science” (about € 100.000,-). Most development achievement
Is generated at the application ievel outside of university research institutions such as the
Forum Umweltbildung, the Fund for Health and Sustainable Development Environmental
Fund or the Zentrum Polis .

The relatively good performance on application-level research is facing a large deficit in uni-
versity research. So unti] the completion of this study in June 2010 there are no institution-
alized PH.D or master programmes about ESD. In addition there is still no specific research
on the implementation of ESD in Austria. This critical image is underlined by the fact that
until to date only three dissertations on ESD in Austria exist.

Objective 6: International co-operation in ESD within the UNECE region

The sixth objective unexpectedly turned out to be one of the most critical and most difficult
to assess. At first glance this area of the UNECE report was the one which showed only posi-
tive responses. A large number of different projects with very diverse stakeholder participa-
tion were enlisted.

However a closer analysis of the listed projects and Initiatives showed that most of the ex-
amples had no clear ESD focus. A number of entries which subsequently provided no answer
to specific questions of the report had to be deleted for this reason. In addition, objective 6
shows the long-standing problem of a very vague and primarily to "environmental protecti-
e ]
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on" accentuated image of sustainable development. In international comparison Austria Is
no exception when equalising subjectively perceived "quality education” with the concept of
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few international co-operations for ESD in the strict sense, therefore, according to the re-
sults of this report.

III. Summary

The present UNECE report is based on the subjective perceptions and reflexions of experts
and stakeholder groups from the formal, non-formal and in-formal education regarding the
situation of ESD in Austria. Based on a standardized questionnaire, the report serves primar-
ily to describe the quality of the national implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD.
Based on this the report needs to be analyzed with the question, what specific measures
and possibilities have to be planned in the future to enhance the support of ESD processes
in Austria. In this sense the following key results of the national reporting process are listed:

* The Austrian UNECE Report 2010 will be positively accepted by the UNECE.

» In formal education and in regard to the specific political framework conditions, the re-
port shows a positive image of ESD in Austria.

¢ Regarding to ESD network activities in schools, Austria is expected in top ranks within
the UNECE.

« There is big need for action in the area of non-formal and in-formal education as well as
in the field of quality assurance of curricula and teaching materials.

* In the field of academic research to ESD and ESD principles there are currently too few
activities.

¢ Sustainable development is still perceived very abstract in Austria - ESD even far more
abstract.

« The existing set of indicators for the reporting did not prove universally practical for a
real multi-stakeholder process.

» In the future far more qualitative studies should deal with ESD on the process level. A
relevant definition of position should focus on the connection between ESD, curricula and
teaching principles.

» Within relevant stakeholder groups ESD is too often seen as even competing education
concept.

« Among various stakehoider groups still exists a strong reservation to ESD - not all ESD-
relevant initiatives could be covered in the reporting process.

+ The report clearly shows that ESD is still far too rarely perceived as quality criterion
within the Austrian education system.

Looking to the next five years the key question therefore is, how the rest of the UN Decade
could be used to anchor ESD as a quality criterion in Austria even more, and how the vari-
ous stakeholder groups can be better integrated in this participatory learning process.
. __ ____ ___________________
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