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[Tpeacenaremo bropo Coertanust CTopoH
KoHBeHLIHH 0 J0oCcTyIe K HHpopMaLuu,
y4acTUHU OOLIECTBEHHOCTH B IpoLecce
NPHHATHA PELIeHWH U JI0CTyIEe K IPaBOCYIMIO
10 BOIIPOCaM, KacaroLUMCs OKPYKaroLIeH
Cpe/ibl

["'ocnioxxe Mae buraase

KOnusi Cekperapuar KoHBeHIIMH O JOCTYyIIE K
UH(OpMALIMK, YYacTHH OOIECTBEHHOCTH
B Mpolecce NMPUHSATHS PEeLIeHHH U
JOCTYyIE K MPAaBOCYAMIO 110 BOMPOCaM,
KacaroluMMest OKpyKaroliei cpeibl

KOTHSI MHHHCTEPCTBO HHOCTPAHHBIX e
Pecnybiiuku benapyce

O 3asnenusx HI'O Ha 21-m
3acenaHuu Paboueit rpynnbl

VYBaxkaemass rocnoxa buranze!

MUHHCTEPCTBO MPUPOIHBIX PECYPCOB H OXPaHbl OKpPY’KAIOIIEH Ccpejibl
Pecnybnuku benapyce (manee — MUHNPHPOABI) CBHAETENBCTBYET CBOE
yBakenue biopo u Cekperapuary KoHBeHUMH O goctyne K HH(OpMaIuu,
y4acTu¥ OOLIECTBEHHOCTH B MpoLecce MPHHATUS PEIlIeHHH M JOCTyIE K
MPaBOCYIUIO MO BOIIPOCAM, KacarOLMMCs OKpPY’KalOIIei cpe/ibl, U Ha MHCHMO
ot 7 uions 2017 roaa coobuiaet crneayroiiee.

Pecniybiimka bBenapych B oyepenHOi pa3 MNOATBEPKIAeT CBOIO
MPUBEPKEHHOCTh MpuHIKMNaM KoHBeHIMH o0 goctyne K HH(pOpMAaLUH,
y4acTHd OOIIECTBEHHOCTH B IpOLlecce NPUHSATHS PEIIEHHH H J0CTyne K
MPaBOCYZMIO IO BOMPOCAM, KacaloIMMCs OKpyJKaroulei cpeasl (nanee —
Opxycckass KOHBEHLMsS) M IpWJIaraeT BCE YCHJIMS [0 BBINOJHEHHIO
00513aTeIbCTB, BO3JIOKEHHBIX HA CTPaHy.

Cornacho mynkty 8 crateu 3 Opxycckodt koHBeHuuu, CropoHa
obecneuynBaeT, 4TOOBI JIMIIA, OCYILECTBISIONME CBOM IIPaBa B COOTBETCTBHH



¢ mnonoxkeHusiMH KOHBEHIIMM, HE MOABEpPrajiuCh 3a CBOK AESATEIbHOCTH
HaKa3aHMIO, MpeCIie/IOBaHHIM WK NPUTECHEHHIM B J11000# (opme.

PecnyOnuka benapych 3asBiaser 0 COOJIOJEHHHM  YKa3aHHOIO
nosnoxenuss OpXycckoil KOHBEHLIMH, U oOpalaer BHUMaHHUe, 4To COOBITHS,
npou3ole/une B crpate B ¢peBpasie-mapre 2017 roga, 0 KOTOpbIX TOBOPUTCS
B 3asBieHun EBponelickoro DKO-®opyma, He cBsizaHbl ¢ 00s13aTE/IbCTBAMU
no OpxXyccKoi KOHBEHLIUH, @ TaKkKe OHM HEe MMEIOT HUKAKOro OTHOLIEHHS K
npaBaM, OCYIIECTBIISIEMbIM I'pakaHaMH B paMkaX OpXyccKO# KOHBEHIIHH.

[lonTBepikaeHHEM J3TOMY SIBISIETCS M CaM  TEKCT  3asiBJIICHMS
Epponeiickoro DKO-®opyma, B KOTOpPOM yKa3biBaeTcs, 4TO TPOTECTHI,
BBI3BaBILIME JEHCTBUS OEIOPYCCKMX BIIACTEH, HE KacallUCh HKOJIOIHYECKOH
TeMbl. BblcTymieHuss rpaxaaH Obutd HampaBlieHbl npoTuB Jlekpera
[lpesunenrta Pecnybmuku bemapycs ot 02.04.2015 Ne 3 «O
NpeaynpeKIeHHH  COLMAIBHOIO  MIKAMBEHUYECTBA»,  PETYJHPYIOILEro
OTHOIIEHHS 10  MPEAYNpexJAeHHUIO  COUMAIBHOIO  MIKIMBEHYECTBA,
CTUMYJIMPOBAHHIO TPYAOCNOCOOHBIX I'paaaH K TPYJAOBOH JesarenbHOCTH. U
TOT (aKT, YTO Cpeau 3aaep:KaHHbIX okazamuch wieHbl OO «DkoaoM»,
CBHJIETEIbCTBYET 00 MX yYaCTHM B YKa3aHHBIX COOBITHSIX, KaK IpaaaH
PecniyGnuku benapych, a He 3KOJOTMYECKUX AKTHBUCTOB, peaU3yIOIIMX
CBOM NpaBa B pamkax OpxyccKoi KOHBEHILIHH.

CoOoTBeTCTBEHHO, MBI 3asBisieM OO0 OTCYTCTBMM NpeciieOBaHHS
yKa3aHHbIX JHIl 1O m. 8 crarbu 3 OpXycCKOH KOHBEHIIMHM CO CTOPOHBI
OenopyccKHuX BJIacTEM.

Xorenock Obl 0OpaTHTh BHUMaHHE, YTO MOAOOHOrO poja 3asiBIEHUs
(3asBnenne Epomnelickoro DKO-®opyma u OO «Dxoaom») MoJApbLIBAIOT
LeHHOCTh OpXyCCKOM KOHBEHUMHM U CO3/AIOT MPEANOCHUIKH YCTAHOBJIEHHUS
OTPHULIATEILHOTO MpeLe/IeHTa.

Ceroans ™Mbl HaOmogaeM, 4YTO KOH(IMKTBI MEXKAY TIpaxkJIaHCKHM
O0IIeCTBOM M BJIACTSIMM BO3HHMKAIOT BO MHOTMX CTpaHaxX, B TOM YHCIIe
SBJISIOLLUXCS cTOpOHAaMHU OpXyCCKOW KOHBEHIIMH, HO HE BCEr/ia OHU CBS3aHBI
C peanu3alMel paB rpax/jiad B cooTBeTcTBUM OpXyCCKOW KOHBEHIIHEMH.

B oSToif cBA3M, Ha HaAm B3NN, HEOOXOoaMMO u3berarh JIHOOBIX
JNEHCTBHH, KOTOpBIE MOIJIM ObI OJOPBaTh 0BepUe K OpXycCcKoi KOHBEHIHH.

B nononHenne xorenu Obl nmpouHpOpMHpoBaTh, uTO wWieHsl OO
«JKOIOM», KaK M Jpyrue oOIlIeCTBeHHbIE OpraHW3alliH, OCYIIECTBISIONIHE
CBOIO JIEATENBHOCTL B 00JIaCTH OXpaHbl OKPYIKAIOLLEH Cpe/ibl, OCYIIECTBISIOT
CBOM IpaBa B COOTBETCTBMM OpXyCCKOH KOHBEHLHMEH, B3aMMOIEHCTBYIOT ¢
MUHNpUPOABI M JAPYTMMH OpraHaMHM IOCYJapCTBEHHOIO YIIpaBjIeHMS
Pecnybnuku benapycs. Hanpumep, Bxomsar B coctaB OOIiecTBEHHOro
KOOPAMHAIIMOHHOTO KOJIOTHYECKOr0 COBETA; BBICTYNAIOT COOPraHM3aTOpaMu
WM OpraHu3aTopaMHM CEMHMHApPOB, KPYIJIbIX CTOJIOB 110 BOMpOcaM B 00J1acTH
3KOJIOTHH, @ TaK)K€ Pa3IHYHBIX aKIMH MMPUPOAOOXPAHHOM HANpPaBIECHHOCTH;
NPUHUMAIOT YyYacTHE B €XEeroAHoW axkuuu «YepHOOBUIBCKHM NUISAX» H



BpickaspiBatloT B CMM  cBOO TMO3HMIMIO 110 pa3jIuyHBIM  BOIPOCAM,
3aTparMBalOLIMM OKPYIKAIOLLYIO Cpe/y; IPUHUMAIOT yyacTHe B pa3paboTke H
00IIeCTBEHHBIX 00CYKIEHUSIX HOPMATUBHBIX IPABOBBIX aKTOB U OTYETOB 00
OBOC. B wuione 2017 romy cocrossics V @opyM 0011ecTBEeHHbIX
9KOJIOTHYECKHX OpraHu3alii, OJHHUM M3 OpraHu3aToOpoB KOTOPOTro
BeicTynasio OO «Dkozom», a ero y4yaCTHHKaMH Cpeau IpOYMX CTajld
Mapuna Jlybuna, Tarbsina HoukoBa, HMpuna Cyxwmii. Ha Popyme
00Cy)IaJIUCh pa3InyHble POOIeMHbIE BONTPOCHI B 00J1aCTH HKOJIOTHH.

B cBs3M ¢ M3/I0KEHHBIM, BbIpa)kaeM TIOTOBHOCTh K JajibHEeHIlIeMYy
KOHCTPYKTHBHOMY COTPYJIHHYECTBY B LEJIAX peaJM3aluud I[OJ0KEHHH
Opxycckoil ~ KOHBEHLHH M YKpeIUIeHWsl  aBTOpUTeTa  JaHHOIO
MEKTyHapOAHOTr'0 JIOrOBOpa Ha MeXk/1yHapOIHOH apeHe.

C yBaxkeHHEM,

[lepBeiit 3amecTuTe b MHUHHCTpA
IPUPOIHBIX PECYPCOB M OXPaHBbI .4
OKpYKaIOLIEH cpe/ibl ‘//“/’ U1.B.Mankuna
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Unofficial translation

Mrs. Maia Bitadze

Chairperson of the Bureau of the Meeting of the
Parties to the Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-
making and Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters

cc. Secretariat of the Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-
making and Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Belarus

Re: NGOs statements at the 21-nd meeting of the Working Group
Dear Mrs. M. Bitadze,

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the
Republic of Belarus (Ministry) presents its compliments to the Bureau and the
Secretariat of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters and in response
to the letter dated June 7, 2017 is pleased to inform on the following.

The Republic of Belarus once again reaffirms its commitment to the
principals of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus
Convention) and makes its best to fulfill the respective obligations.

According to article 3, paragraph 8 of the Aarhus Convention, the Party shall
ensure that persons exercising their rights in conformity with the provisions of the
Convention shall not be penalized, persecuted or harassed in any way for their
involvement.

The Republic of Belarus fully complies with this provision of the Aarhus
Convention and would like to draw the attention to the fact that the events occurred
in the country in February-March 2017 (as referred to in the statement of the
European ECO Forum) neither are linked to the obligations under Aarhus
Convention nor have anything to do with the rights to be executed by the citizens
under the Aarhus Convention.

The statement itself of the European ECO Forum proves this as saying that
the protest actions which triggered the actions of the Belarusian authorities were
unrelated to the ecological matters. The citizens’ meetings were related against the
Ordinance Ne 3 dated April 2, 2015 of the President of the Republic of Belarus
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«On preventing freeloading practices» regulating the arrangements on preventing
social freeloading practices, encouraging able-bodied citizens to labor activities.
The fact that the members of the NGO «Ecohome» appeared to be among those
detained demonstrates that they participated in the above-mentioned events as the
citizens of the Republic of Belarus but not as the ecological activists executing
their rights under the Aarhus Convention.

Accordingly we argue about the absence of persecution of the above-
mentioned persons by the Belarusian authorities under the article 3, paragraph 8 of
the Aarhus Convention.

We would like to draw the attention to the fact that such kind of statements
(statement of the European ECO Forum and NGO «Ecohome») undermine the
value of the Aarhus Convention and create preconditions for setting up the
negative precedent.

Today we witness that the conflicts among civil society and official
authorities are taking place in many countries, including those that are Parties to
the Aarhus Convention. But these conflicts are not always related to the execution
by citizens of their rights under the Aarhus Convention.

In this regard we believe that it is necessary to avoid any actions that might
undermine trust to the Aarhus Convention.

We would like in addition to inform that members of the NGO «Ecohomey,
as well as other non-governmental organizations acting in the area of
environmental protection, execute their rights under the Aarhus Convention,
interact with the Ministry and other governmental bodies of the Republic of
Belarus. For instance, they are part of the Public coordination ecological council;
they act as co-organizers or organizers of seminars, round tables on ecological
issues as well as of different environmental events; they participate in the annual
event «Chernobyl way» and express in mass media their views on different issues
related to the environment; they take part in drafting and public deliberation of
legislation and reports on EIA. The V Forum of public ecological organizations
took place in July 2017. The NGO «Ecohome» was one of the organizers of this
event with Marina Dubina, Tatsiana Novikova, Irina Sukhiy participating among
others in its work. At the Forum different problems in the area of ecology were
discussed.

In this regard we express our readiness for further constructive cooperation
for the purpose of implementation of the principles of the Aarhus Convention and
strengthening authority of this international treaty on the international arena.

Respectfully yours,

First Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Iya Malkina
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