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[bookmark: _Toc17869601]1.- Introduction
PRTRs have become over the years one of the most useful tools in evaluating the environmental management and the sustainable development on a global scale. In this context, not only the development of criteria which enable the comparability and the common understanding across the existing PRTR systems but also ensuring a proper awareness and ease of use of information provided is still a great challenge. This fact is recognised by different stakeholders, decision-makers and international organizations, and has let to numerous works dealing with these issues so far.
Despite work carried out by the international organizations related to PRTRs; mainly UNECE, OECD, UNITAR, the available resources and the insights gained by countries which have already implemented PRTRs, another challenge that can be addressed also through global web portals is the basics of correct interpretation of data provided through PRTR systems, making them more understandable for users and comparing what is comparable.
The present document wants to be a first exercise of discussion focusing on how to enhance the current international resources of information in PRTR with the aim of avoiding overlaps and getting comprehensive online tools in this regards, to the extent possible.
[bookmark: _Toc17869602]1.1. Goals
Following-up the discussion and the mandate given by participants during the 11th ICG meeting, held on New York in 2017, this is a first paper prepared by the Chair on how to improve leverage of the existing online sources of information related to PRTRs. The aim of this paper is to improve the usefulness of the existing network of informative PRTR websites. 
The following portals have been analysed in this document:
· PRTR.net: (Global portal on PRTR), managed by UNECE and OECD.
· OECD PRTR: OECD website on PRTR, including the Centre for PRTR Data (managed with the support of the Japanese Government) and the Resource Centre for Release Emission Techniques (RETs) (supported by the Finnish Government).
· UNITAR PRTR Platform: United Nations: website of PRTR UNITAR (United Nations Institute for Training and Research).
· IOMC Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemical Management (PRTR): managed by the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals.
[bookmark: _Toc17869603]2.-Methodology
[bookmark: _GoBack]A straightforward, intuitive methodology has been tailored to compare these different websites identifying their common and unique features. It is based on the following elements:
· Asking simple questions about the websites’ content and how it is provided.
· Establishing a colour code highlighting the characteristic per each element assessed.
These elements are explained in more detail in the sections below.
[bookmark: _Toc523309348][bookmark: _Toc523310430][bookmark: _Toc523310509][bookmark: _Toc523315096][bookmark: _Toc523315894][bookmark: _Toc523315971][bookmark: _Toc523385441][bookmark: _Toc523386062][bookmark: _Toc523386476][bookmark: _Toc523392443][bookmark: _Toc523392462][bookmark: _Toc523481719][bookmark: _Toc523483832][bookmark: _Toc523730924][bookmark: _Toc523732510][bookmark: _Toc523744967][bookmark: _Toc523823604][bookmark: _Toc523833946][bookmark: _Toc523904470][bookmark: _Toc523905282][bookmark: _Toc523905571][bookmark: _Toc523906826][bookmark: _Toc17869604]2.1. Questions to be answered
Because the aims and target audience of each website analysed are different and, therefore, their designs, contents, sections and viewing do not have necessarily to follow the same criteria, an attempt has been made to identify possible common and differentiating website features by raising the following key questions:
	1. Which topics are covered by the website?
	What PRTR is; goals, aims, benefits, uses, why PRTRs, key/core elements, data/statistics’ of user/visits/queries, etc…

	2. What type of information is shown?
	Technical data, search options, documentary background… (legal, guidelines/guidance’s, technical/training documents,…)


	3. How is the information provided?
	Is it understandable? well organised?, user-friendly?,…
On-line, download options, formats, aggregated/disaggregated….

	4. Is the site available in different world languages?
	Only one?, two? More than three? Which ones?,
the whole site?, only some/part of the information?...

	5. What organizations/institutions are in charge of the website?
	Public/private, are they international, global?, 


[bookmark: _Toc17869605]2.2. Color code 
In order to carry out an exhaustive analysis of these web portals, all and each one of the corresponding pages and sections have been systematically visualised. In addition to answering the key questions indicated above, for the different websites identifying their key features.  A colour code has been developed to classify them in the following way:
	COLOR USED
	MEANING

	
	Common part
Green means: the section/content discussed is a common aspect in all websites, even though not necessarily descriptions verbatim match.

	
	Description part
Text in black, without color, means: descriptive information on the respective section/content.

	
	The most specific information
Red means: specific sections/contents of the analysed web portal. From the point of view of the study carried out, the information offered in these sections is what is deemed to be of "greatest interest" or "most relevant" and what, where appropriate, should be particularly visualised as the "most specialised and distinctive information" of the website.


[bookmark: _Toc17869606]3.- Global PRTR web sites assessed
[bookmark: _Toc523310434][bookmark: _Toc523310513][bookmark: _Toc523315100][bookmark: _Toc523315898][bookmark: _Toc523315975][bookmark: _Toc523385445][bookmark: _Toc523386066][bookmark: _Toc523386480][bookmark: _Toc523392447][bookmark: _Toc523392466][bookmark: _Toc523481723][bookmark: _Toc523483836][bookmark: _Toc523730928][bookmark: _Toc523732514][bookmark: _Toc523744971][bookmark: _Toc523823608][bookmark: _Toc523833950][bookmark: _Toc523904474][bookmark: _Toc523905286][bookmark: _Toc523905575][bookmark: _Toc523906830][bookmark: _Toc17869607]3.1. OECD PRTR Portal
The OECD's PRTR Web Portal is posted as a specific section in the area of Chemical Safety and Biosafety.
[image: ]
Reference: OECD PRTR Portal 02/07/2019 9:5
The home page of PRTRs is quite schematic from which different sections of information are accessed, namely: 
	The Project
Introduction to PRTRs
OECD and PRTRs
More about OECD activities
Products
Publications on PRTRs
	Web-based resources
Centre for PRTR Data
Resource Centre for Release Estimation Techniques
PRTR.net (global portal to PRTR information)
[image: https://www.oecd.org/media/oecdorg/directorates/environmentdirectorate/48470609PRTR.net-148x40.jpg]
	[image: https://www.oecd.org/media/oecdorg/directorates/environmentdirectorate/48462553PRTR_brochure-61x104.jpg]‌
PRTR Brochure

	Reference: OECD PRTR Portal 02/07/2019 9:5


The page is only available in two languages: English and French.
The content of each of these sections is discussed below.
3.1.1.-Introduction to PRTRs
In this section two main topics are addressed (*):
	`What is a PRTR?:
PRTR definition, main characteristics and benefits.
	[image: ]

	History of PRTR at the OECD:
Information about the OECD role in the promotion and implementation of PRTRs.
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


3.1.2.- OECD and PRTRs
This section (*) provides more information with the role of the OECD particularly on the Council´s Recommendation on PRTRs and other interesting information related to this topic
	Beginning on the Work- OECD Council´s Recommendation




Implementation of the Council Recommendation
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used



Although the information provided focuses on the process of implementation of PRTRs in OECD member countries, it may be very interesting not only for the other OECD countries that have not yet implemented a PRTR but also for other non-OECD countries.
 3.1.3.- More about the OECD activities on PRTRs: 
In this section (*) specific information about the ongoing activities carried about at the OECD is given. The main aim of these activities is to develop practical tools to help countries to establish and implement a PRTR, focusing on some of the most important challenges of the PRTRs such as improving data quality, PRTR data application and harmonization of PRTRs globally
	Ongoing activities



(1) Improving data quality


(2) PRTR data applications


(3) Harmonization of PRTRs across the countries



	[image: ][image: ]

	Expert Group on PRTR
Information about the body in charge of overseeing the OECD PRTR activities.
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


All the information shown in this part is exclusive to the OECD and is based on the different experiences of the countries with PRTRs and therefore constitutes an essential source of information for those others that are in the process of implementing a PRTR or considering it. That is why this section is classified as “red” one, in terms of the aim of this study.
3.1.4.- Web-based resources
This is another specific piece of information only provided by the OECD portal. There are two main topics:
· Centre for PRTR Data, and
· Resource Centre for PRTRs
[bookmark: _Toc13560633]A).- Centre for PRTR data (*). 
	Centre for PRTR Data.
The aim of this database is to share PRTR data as widely as possible within the OECD area. PRTR data included is compiled on a national or regional level. Information at facility level is not shown. 
It is regularly updated based on voluntarily submitted data as there is no any mandatory requirement to any OECD country to submit its data. 
(Japan serves as a lead country in this activity)
	[image: ]

	Search options:
· By country
· By pollutant
· By sector
· By type of source
· By year
· By type of emissions/transfers
	[image: ]
Information from 40 countries. 


	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


This database is the only one in which data from different countries on a global scale can be consulted. Somehow, it complements the two regional registries that currently exist, the E-PRTR and the North American PRTR managed by the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC).
This remarkable section should be made more visible worldwide, precisely because of its uniqueness in which comparable information from many countries are shared, even further bearing in mind that it is built on a voluntary basis.
B).- Resource Centre for PRTRs (*).
This sub-section is also an OECD specific compilation. There are many of documentary repositories in almost all the existing PRTRs websites, usually considering its particularities. So, the advantage of having such a "general compilation on Release Estimation Techniques (RETs)" is that it could be served as the reference site to display all the available information in this regard could be accessible for everyone who could need it. It would also be helpful in terms of moving forward to a greater comparability globally through applying and naming the specific RETs employed to prepare PRTR data.
Canada was the first leader of this project, followed by the Finish Government (Finnish Environment Institute SYKE) who currently handle the Resource Centre for PRTRs. It is updated on a regular basis to include additional and new documents.
As in the previous case (Centre for PRTR data), this sub-section should be made more visible worldwide.
	Options available:
· RETs documents available from the OECD member countries and international organizations.
· PRTR guidance documents. 
· Emission Scenario Documents. 
· Country-Specific PRTR website and international organizations.
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


A third topic is covered by the Web-based resources section, that is the inclusion of a direct link to PRTR.NET, which is also described later in this document. 
3.1.5.- Products: Publications on PRTRs (*).
“Products” mainly means “documents”. In this section, all PRTR documents produced by the OECD can be consulted and downloaded. Essentially they refer to guidance documents on several PRTR related issues.
	Three types of publications:
· Council Acts
· Guidance Manuals:
· Global PRTRs
· PRTR data Applications
· RETs
· Workshop Report
· Other publications
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


Once again, this is a very noteworthy section of the OECD website. It would be quite appropriate to say that it is certainly one of the best-known sections consulted, since these manuals are frequently used as a reference for those countries that are in the process of implementing a PRTR.
[bookmark: _Toc13560638][bookmark: _Toc17869608]3.2. UNITAR PRTR PLATFORM
The UNITAR (United Nations Institute for Training and Research) PRTR Platform is a website developed under the UNITAR’s Chemicals and Waste Management Programme framework focused on providing institutional, technical and legal infrastructure support and capacities for sound management of chemicals. The aim of this PRTR Platform is to provide specific information about the main activities carried out by UNITAR in promoting PRTRs as helpful tools for countries to comply with the reporting requirements under the international environmental conventions related to the management of chemicals.
[image: ]
Besides the horizontal browser bar linking to the main sections of the web, the home page is dominated by a mapa mundi displaying the UNITAR ongoing activities in PRTRs. Also in this homepage are presented general ideas about PRTRs and its valuable information is shown:


	`What is a PRTR?:
PRTR definition, main characteristics and benefits, using simple questions to point out the reader´s interest.



Summarizing windows:
with the latest in each section  and links to “see/read more”
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


The UNITAR PRTR Platform is only accessible in English
3.2.1.- UNITAR PRTR descriptive sections
The following site´s sections provide mostly information focused on the various ongoing UNITAR projects, the latest activities and the most relevant developments. These sections have therefore been classified as "descriptive" (*) for the purposes of this work.
	Projects

UNITAR ongoing or terminated country projects 
	[image: ]

	News

Latest news related to PRTR meetings, events, publications, articles, etc.
	[image: ]

	Events

Information on international and national events (workshops, conferences, meetings) related to PRTRs
	[image: ]

	Resources
PRTR guidelines and documents produced by national institutions and international organizations. Materials organized: By theme; by organization; by country.
	[image: ]

	Webinars

Virtual PRTR classroom where users can access information such as topic and link of the next scheduled webinar. Webinars are usually open, free and the address specific PRTR topics, with the participation of international PRTR experts.
	[image: ]

	Though this section is mainly a “descriptive” one, it could be also very useful to use it in a broader context
	

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used



3.2.2.- PRTR:Learn and PRTR:network
Especially interesting from the perspective of this work are the sections called PRTR:Learn and PRTR:network, which should be more exploited and visible to the global PRTR community.
	PRTR:Learn (*)

Explanatory videos about different topics:
· communication and data formulation, 
· legal implementation,
· RETs
· Data Standardization
· Online Reporting Systems
(and the corresponding instructions)
	[image: ]

	PRTR:Network (*)
Using the social networks to connect the global PRTR community:

- Facebook group to reach out to the more general audience

- LinkedIn group to facilitate the creation of a network of international PRTR experts
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used



[bookmark: _Toc17869609][bookmark: _Toc13560639]3.3 - IOMC toolbox on PRTR
The third global portal in PRTR assessed is the IOMC Toolbox on PRTR, handled by the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) - a collaborative agreement between FAO, ILO, UNDP, UN Environment, UNIDO, UNITAR, WHO, the World Bank and the OECD. 
Actually, the IOMC Toolbox scheme on PRTR constitutes one of the possible options in the more general IOCM platform developed to facilitate countries in their implementation and decision making processes in chemicals management:
[image: ]
This website is available in three languages: English, Spanish and French.
The site is currently under revision and will be promptly replaced by a new one. The new image of this new site can be seen in this link: 
[image: ]
The IOMC Toolbox includes 8 chemicals management schemes. Among those, the Toolbox provides a dedicated PRTR scheme to help countries that are in the initial phase of PRTR design, or in a more advanced implementation phase, to find the relevant PRTR documents and guidelines published by IOMC organizations. Trying to summarize the way the current version works, the tool is developing a customized flowchart, depending on the selected options in each step. For each one of these choices, a series of recommendations on how to move the process forward are offered.
	IOMC Toolbox for Decisión Making in Chemical Managements:
National Management Scheme for PRTR (IOMC Toolbox for PRTRs) (*)
	[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
…

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to learn more about the green colour used


Though the information used to develop the flowchart is based on both the OECD and UNITAR guidance materials, this section is clasifyed as “red” one for the purpose of this exercise, since it is a user-friendly way of proceeding.
[bookmark: _Toc13560640][bookmark: _Toc17869610]3.4.- PRTR.net
This PRTR portal is the one with the most global perspective of all the websites analysed. 
[image: ]
It has been designed to serve as the main showcase in relation to PRTR information and activities worldwide. Assisting countries in their implementation and/or improvement of PRTR programmes is the final goal of this website.
Currently the website is hosted and maintained by the UNECE and is managed substantively jointly by UNECE and OECD.
The information provided on the website is available, so far, in four languages: English, French, Russian and Spanish. 
Besides the corresponding browser bar and quick access to several sections, the latest news and resources on PRTRs are also summarized in the home page.
In following chapters is analysed a little bit more deeply into how this page is structured and its contents.
3.4.1.- About PRTR section.
This section is common to other websites, while including specific aspects, such as  PRTR vs sustainability and frequent asking questions (F.A.Q.):
	About PRTR (*):
PRTR definition, core elements and benefits for stakeholder…






In this section also: 
	[image: ]

	Information about the role of PRTR in sustainable development…
	[image: ]

	…
F.A.Q.
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used



3.4.2.- PRTR for Stakeholders
Though this information is similar on some of the other website, not so how to present it:
	PRTR for Stakeholders (*):
Who stakeholders are and how they can use PRTR data…
	[image: ]

	Authorities
	[image: ]

	Industry
	[image: ]

	Public in general
	[image: ]

	Research
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


3.4.3.- Resources
A worthwhile section since it is not a compendium of technical documents and manuals but a list of links in which such information can be found. In addition, potential site visitors are also invited to contribute with new sources of information or updating the existing ones, through the possibility of contacting directly the different website administrators.
	Resources (*):
Focus on materials from the implementing authority´s perspective

	[image: ]

	Links to:
· OECD Resource Centre for PRTR
· OECD Centre for PRTR Data
· PRTR Learn
	[image: ]



Other specific sub-sections are:
	Good Practices (*):
Dataset and compendium of good practices based on the information provided by stakeholders sharing their experiences in implementation PRTR programmes, structured in several topics:

A. Organization of work at the national level
B. Data design
C. Data quality
D. Pollutants, activities and emissions from diffuses sources
E. Website design and improved usability

Search options given
	[image: ]


	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used




	Quick links to topics (*):
Additional interesting materials such as:
A. Videos
B. Global round table presentations
C. 

Search options given
	[image: ]
[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


The way this "Resources" section is structured and designed, constitutes a really good example on how to leverage the information and contents from the different global portals. The only outstanding issue would be to gain greater visibility of these actions so that all stakeholders could take better advantage from them.
3.4.4.- PRTR around the Globe
Yet again, this is a specific section of this site, partly at least. Certainly, other portals also provide links to the several implemented PRTRs and other international organizations. The global PRTR map is an original and extremely handy way to show how PRTRs are being implemented globally.

	PRTR around the Globe (*)
	[image: ]

	PRTR Global map (*)




Direct access to national PRTR clicking on the map (“green” countries).
A table below the map with additional information is also provided
	[image: ]

	Links to other international agencies and organizations
	[image: ]

	PRTR and human rights
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used


The PRTR Global map should be significantly more visible, maybe using it as the image on the homepage
3.4.5.- PRTR in chemical management
This is again a specific section, at least in terms of how the information is presented.
	PRTR in chemical management (*)


Two main sub-sections
	[image: ]

	PRTR in chemical management and sustainable development
	[image: ]

	PRTR Inter-agency coordination on sound chemical managent
(link to IOCM Toolbox on PRTR)
	[image: ]

	(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used



The way this section is structured and designed, is another good example on improving leverage of the different global PRTR portals.

[bookmark: _Toc17869611]4.- Appraisal Outcomes
The following table sums up the main findings of the evaluation carried out on the existing PRTR global portals, taking into account the methodology described in the chapter 2 of this document and bearing in mind the primary objective of which is to improve the exchange of information on the use and good practices in the implementation of PRTR systems at a global level.
	TOPIC/ELEMENT
	OECD PRTR
	UNITAR PRTR
	IOMC toolbox
	PRTR.net

	Explains what PRTR is
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Describes PRTR goals/core elements
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Describes PRTR benefits 
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Search options/tools 
	X(1)
	X(1)
	X(1)
	X(1)

	Provides aggregated information on releases/transfers data (Centre for PRTR data, OECD) 
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Gives information using social network
	X
	X
	
	

	Provides technical documents, guidance, capacity building and, training materials, manuals, webinars, explanatory videos and/or other type of documentation. 
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	
	
	
	

	Describes the PRTR implementation process step by step
	
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Show a global view about the PRTR state of implementation.
	
	
	
	X

	Contains a “Frequently Asked Question” section
	
	
	
	X

	Gives specific information addressed to different stakeholders
	X(2)
	X(2)
	X(2)
	X(2)

	Links to PRTRs, international organization, etc.
	X
	
	
	X

	Available in one language
	
	X
	
	

	Available in two languages
	X(3)
	
	
	

	Available in three or more languages. 
	
	
	X
	X(4)

	(1) Mainly in those sections relating to compiled data/documents.
(2) PRTR.net is the best example on this issue.
(3) Some documents (Resource Centre for RETs) are feasibly in other languages than English
(4) Generally speaking is recommended to use the international language acronyms instead of specific flags to identify the available languages.



In addition to the likeness and differences listed in the table above, certain weaknesses or common shortcomings to all of these websites can be pinpointed from this thorough analysis:
· With the exception of PRTR.net, the rest of the sites are very specific and much focused on "their" target audience.
· Only PRTR.net is available in over three languages, in all its sections and tools.  In this regard, it should also be noted that most of the technical documents and guidelines available are just in English.
· It seems that these global portals hardly have any impact on those who are not working directly on PRTRs and are more known as potential resources for technical documents or for guidance to authorities involved in PRTR implementation and management. Also, it seems that the public in general does not know about these portals, therefore it is difficult for the public to consult them and be aware of the benefits these records provide for the community. 
· Neither do any of them provide information on visitors’ statistics and accessions nor its provenance or about the information and documents, if any, downloaded and the number of times.
Therefore, while valuable information on PRTR issues can be extracted and consulted from all these portals, it could be said that the existing websites are not streamlined sufficiently and the global PRTR.net website, which experts and general public could first refer to, is not enhanced enough. Moreover, it should be the gateway to access, subsequently, to more specific, technical or local information according to the users interests and needs.
	PRTRCG(2019)XII/INF.1




Page.- 26

[bookmark: _Toc17869612]5. Conclusions and recommendations
In view of the need to have in place a proper global website, which could be served as the main reference concerning PRTRs but also capable of pointing out the interest of the public in general on PRTRs, and taking into account the findings derived from this work, PRTR.net is the best placed of all 4 websites studied to become the main entrance to the PRTR world, due to the more PRTR umbrella term used and what is more important its potential target audience.
In order to achieve this objective, emphasis should be focused on three fundamental pillars considering the current site design and structure: 
1. Being global: that is, “accessible from anywhere to everyone” through the best user-friendly way as possible, showing the “PRTR concept” globally and making it accessible promoting the multilingualism as possible, i.e. offering the information in many languages as possible using the international language acronyms instead of specific county flags. Maybe also using the global PRTR map as a lure from the home page.
2. Provide general information about PRTR and promote actively its uses and applications. That is, on one hand improving the basic information through answering essential questions about PRTRs, like definitions, goals, uses, applications, advantages, benefits, stakeholders involved but illustrating with some examples and good practices, using an easy language, etc. On the other hand giving information about the visitor/user statistics providing also data on the most frequent queries requested, document/information downloads, PRTR visitor ranking worldwide. Finally promoting the active participation of the public/visitors through boosting the contact tools including the social networks. This would also help to constantly improve this global portal but also the rest of PRTR websites worldwide. Provide comprehensive and clear information and link to PRTR.net from other websites.
3. Provide specific information: the proposal is based on the idea that the purpose of PRTR.net as the reference concerning PRTRs should be strengthened. In this context, with the aim to increase the visibility of the huge and valuable work that is undertaking by the international organizations like OECD, UNECE, UNITAR, UNEP, etc. and also by countries it is proposed to streamline the use of the PRTR.net as the main bridging and dissemination tool to make it know. Specific links to all these websites giving brief information on what the user can expect to find.
Last but not least, in order to keep alive the public interest and the utility of any website platform it is essential to carry out periodically but frequently updating actions accompanied by informative ones provoking in this way the constant interest in accessing the website seeking the latest news or whatever…
In short, the proposal for consideration can be graphically summarized as follows: Where could I find information about PRTR? ….just go to PRTR.net (1):
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[image: C:\Users\rgarcia\Downloads\Website Creation (2).png]
Infographic designed by the Chair in collaboration of PRTR-España team (2019).
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PRTRs benefit industry, management and workers by:

Stimulating efforts to improve environmental management, efficiency and reduce pollution levels and associated costs for faciltes.

Serving as 2 major driving force for pollution reduction and eco-innovation throughout many sectors of the economy.
Helping to identify potential sectors and facilities that may be starting points or priorities for the introduction of technologies for cleaner production, eco-innovation and

synergistic processes.
Enabling similar industries o benchmark their environmental performance with other companies in the sector and to reduce releases, thereby saving money.
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Good practices

‘The sharing of good practices among Parties and stakeholders s a key factor for good cooperation under the Protocal; it provides very concree help to Parties for finding
ways to effectively and efficiently implement their obligations.

Parties and stakeholders are encouraged to submit good praciices to the secretariat. All incoming suggestions will be analysed and made available on the global PRTR
portal, PRTR.net. Furthermore, Parties are encouraged to promote their work, including activities that go beyond the Protocol and the use of the recommendations
addressed in this document, by making their efforcs public and sharing their experience through PRTR.ne or the Protocol's website. The selected good practices are
struczured according to the seven topic areas set outin sections Ao G below.

Select one section v

A. ORGANIZATION OF WORK AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

Good praciices regarding the organization of work at the national level include:

1. Establishing working groups to deal with the implementation of a PRTR (e.g, see the NIR submicted by Spain);
2. Forming a PRTR stakeholder group, which includes representation from all competent authorities, regularly meets to consider all aspects of PRTR data (e.g, trends, issues
and improvements) and takes joint steps to secure uniform action (¢.g., see the NIRs submitzed by the United Kingdom of Great Bricain and Northern Ireland or the EU).
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PRTR around the Globe

PRTR systems exist in different forms. They all share the same basic approach but may vary in scope and other aspects, such as in their aim to use data across sectors and
foster linkages with other sources of information.

Aims in bullding PRTRs:

« Al provide data on pollution and wastes o all and free of charge;
« Organize reporting from the industry to the government in 2 transparent way;
« Faciltate reporting to international obligations, such as CLRTAP, UNFCCC, Stockholm, Minamata (e.g. Serbial;

Faciltate access to data amongst different pars of the government and facilicaze reporting to the government, such as through a one-stop-shop government access
building on the national PRTR-system (e.g. Chilel;
Harmonize pollution data standards across borders (e.g. Protocol on PRTRS, and regional PRTRs such as the E-PRTR and the Commission for Environmental Cooperation
(CECYs Taking Stock Online on North American Indusrial Pollution)

Compare different sources of pallution in their origin, such as point sources (e.g. stacks in industrial faciices) with diffuse sources (e.g. ar pollution through traffic or
releases from products) e.g. Sweden);

‘Add non-PRTR scope, such as data on resource consumption of facilities and the like in order to make ife cycle analysis and support the circular economy approach (..
Norway);




image45.png




image46.png
PRTR Global International agencies and organizations

International agencies and organizations

European Pollutant Emission Regster (EPER) and the Eurapean Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) (Multiingual)
European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER) (Multiingual)

European Pollutant Emission Regscer (EPER) and the Eurapean Pollutant Release and Transfer Regiter (E-PRTR) (Engiish only)
North American Commission for Enviranmental Cooperation (CEC) (Muliingual)

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) (English and French)

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) (English only)

United Nations Environment programme (UNEP) (Muliinguzl)

United Nations Inscitute for Training and Research (UNITAR) (English and French)

World Health Organization (WHO) (Multiingual)

PRTR section on the Aarhus Convention website(Engiish only)
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PRTRs and human rights

Work under the Human Rights Councilcovers areas such as the work undertaken by the Special Rapporteurs on: s} the implications for human rights of the
‘environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes;{6) human rights and the enviranment, s well as (¢} the promotion and protection
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; The latcer being also based on free access to information. Possioilites to align the Councifs activires to the successful
chievement of the SDGs were discussed e.g. in side-events to the meetings of the council and an exchange of experience between human rights and environmental
‘experts can be benefical in specific areas. For Instance, In the Council, experience with the private sector and its obligations to provide access to information seems

‘Somewnat fimited while often of relevance, while the human rights dimension may add additional welght when searching for support for the protection of the environment
2nd human heah.
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The sound managament o chemisls i & pertinent cross-cuting ssue. Further advancing the implemsntation of sound chemicals management wi bs cruc o mplement the 2020
Agends for Sustsnstie Development i pariculr he Sustainsble Development Gos’s.
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provision of resources matching the Protocol's objective will also define the role it may piay in reaching the SDGs.
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PRTR in chemicals management and sustainable development

Furthermore, placing the Protocols objective Into perspective regarding similar efforts taking place under other sgreements, including e g. the successful implementation of
ECE MEAs or the UNEP chemicals and wastes agreements, hins to the Importance of coordinating efforts and to mutually Support promoting the use of the existing.
international agreements in the concext of the SDGS; At national levelfor instance, improved cooperation between focal points to different processes may help create &

critcal mass of e.g. chemicals management related activies that may facilitace gaining the political support to make PRTRS ftfor the purpose of supporting Implementation
of SDGs in 2 direct and cos-effective way.

[Uinking and sharing information about relevant tools amng peers at national level, including among those who are acsve in the dealings under UNECE, UNEP, the Human

Rights Council, but also including others such a5 those linked to the activties of economic institutions, will be key 1o successful implementation of the SDGs 2nd the use of
PRTR 25 2 100! fostering synergies and rendering efforss of good governance more effective]
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Inter-agency coordination on sound chemicals management

Inter-agency coordination in the field of sound chemicals management mosty accurs through the Incer-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals:
(IOMC). As a first time initiative of IOMC, an inter-agency meeting on chemicals management ook place on 10 May 2016 n Genevs, with non-IOMC UN organizations
presen, including UNECE

Furthermore, there is the Environmental Management Groupllssue Management Group (EMG/IMG) on Sound Management of Cnemicals and Wastes coorainated by UNEP,
which has ssued the report United Nations and the Sound Management of Chemicals.

« 10MC - Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (hctp:/ww.whoJnt/iome/en’)
© 10MC Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemicals Management (htpi//iometoolbox.oecd.org/)

« Environmental Management Group/issue Management Group (EMG/IMG) on Sound Management of Chemicals and Wastes (nitp://wii. unemg,org/issue-management.
‘groups/sound-management.of-chemicals-and-waste)

© United Nations and the Sound management of Chemicals: Coordinating delivery for member states and sustainable development
The report signals the importance of sound chemicals management t the broader sustainable development agenda, snowcases what has already been accomplished,
and indicates how the UN syscem can further assist Member States in achieving sound chemicals management in the context of sustainable development.
(htxp://unemg orgiresources/publications; hixp://unemg.org/images/emgdocs/SOMMeetings/2015/chemical_report.pdf)
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Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR)

In recent years, the pubics ‘fightto know" has moved 1o the forefront of envronmental policy making. PRTR i a key tool fo govemments o provids the pubic with
ata regarcing the amount of hazardous chemicals and pollutants released 1 air, water and soil and transferred off-st for treatment or isposal

‘OECD has been supporting Gevelopment and implementation of PRTR systems in member countries by eveloging several guidance manuals and technical
‘Gocuments. The OECD i also managing a few web-based databases in rder fo encourage govemments and otner stakeholders o share PRTR data and techrical

information,

‘The Project
Introducton to PRTRS
OECD and PRTRS

More about OECD activies:

Products
Publcafions on PATES

‘Web-based resources
Cenre for PATR Data.

Besource Cenire for Release Estimation Techniques
BRTR net (gloval portal o PRTR informatin)
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Introduction to Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs)

WHAT IS A POLLUTANT RELEASE AND TRANSFER REGISTERS (PRTR)?

A Poltant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) s a publily accsssivl database of inventory
of chemicalsor pollutants released {0 ar, water and sofl and transferred of-site fo reatment It
brings together information about which chemicals are being released, where, how much and by
whom.

PRIRS typically require faciity owners or opsrators who release chemicals (.9, in such
indusiries as manufaciuring and mining) o quanti their eleases and to repor them to
Qovemments on a regular basis.

> Reporting can be both on emissions from fixed sources (2.3, factory smokesiacks) as wellas
from difuse Sources (e.g., mobile Sources such as automadles, rucks, ircraft and trains).

> Depending on the threshald a goverment sefsforreporting, facifties can range from large:
industrialsites o small operations such a5 cry cleaners.

"PRTRS provide a ich source of data for mulipl Uses and purposes:

> Govemment agencies - nafiona,state and local — can use PRTR data 1o measure trends in
politant releases and waste generaon, inform environmenal policy decisons, evaluate
environmental programmes and, when combined witr healt-related information,igentfy potental
human health and environmental isks.

> The public can use PRTRS to deniity potential cherical exposures and risks posed by
releases from nearby faciities; make informed decisions; and monitor the progress of facilties’
efforts tolessen their environmental impact.

> Companies can use PRTR data to identiy opportunites to improve eficiency, reduce waste:
and as a metric fo evaluating their progress fowards sustainable development.

> Other stakenolders, such as non-governmental orgarisations, he news media and researchers
beneiit from access to published PRTR information — partcularly when combined with
‘Geographic Information Systems (GIS)/geographic magping and toxicity nformation —to dentity
possinle hot spots of concern or possible correlaions befween exposure and observed health or
environmental ffects.

> Financial firms also use PRTR data to support socially responsiole investments, as well s
identfy potental iabilies o ims and impacis on real estate prices.

Powered by B issuu

Download the yer (PDF version)to find out:

> What hazardous chemical substances and polluarts are
being released o the environment o transierred off-site?

> Howmuch i being refeased or transferred offsite over fime?
> Where the releases occur?
> And by whom?
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HISTORY OF PRTR AT THE OECD

The OECD began work on PRTR in response to Agenda 21, the result of the Urited Nations Corterence on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de
Janeito n 1992. Agenda 21 calls or governments fo implement and improve databases about chemicals ncluding inventories of emissions, with the co-operation of
industry and the pubic

1996, the OECD Council adopted a Recommendation on Implementing Polutart Release and Trans'er Registers (C/(36)41/Finall, as amendsd i 2003 (200387,
replaced in 2018 [C(2018)5], which calls for Member counties to estabish a PRTR scheme. I line it the Council Recommendation, OECD also published a
‘guidance manua for govemments 0 develop and implement a PRTR scheme.

“The work has been conducted within the framework of the Ier-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) which was established by
UNEP, UNITAR, ILO, FAO, UNIDO, WHO and OECD in 1995 basad on the recommendation by the Agenda 21

n 1998, OECD held the Intermational Conference on PRTRS: National and Global Responsibiy in Tokyo, Japan. This conference was the largest and most significant
gathering of PRTR experts since the Earth Sumiit in 1992. This conference produced a blueprint for future inferational action o enhance and support PRTR
implementation (ses conference proceedings, Part | and Part I

Afer the conference, the OECD has produced a series o technical repors nighlighing characterstcs of PRTRS. These reports analyse the diference of PRTRS and
discuss how a varety of national goals can drive the esign of a PRTR and s operation. These activies also serve s a eference for countries developing, or
considering the development of, PRTRs.

PUBLICATIONS

> List of publications in the PRTA series
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OECD activities to assist PRTR implementation

1. Ongoing activiies

‘OECD aciwitis aim at developing practical tools and guidance to help countries to install and implemen a PATR, incucing the provision of information and technical
‘support. Special focus goes to improving PRTR data qualiy, exploring PRTR data applications and harmonising PRTRS across the countres.

The outcome of the work i avalable at OECD Publicafions on PATRS.

(1) Improving data quality
The use of estimation techniues is  key aspect of a PRTR. Riefeases and fransfers of pollutants are usually estimated rather than calculated through exact
quanifable measurements mainly becavse estimation s generally easier and less expensive. Diferent esimation methods are used depending on the industrial
process, equipment and operating conditions at each factory or specifc source.
‘OECD has been developed a compendium of techriques used to estimate releases from various sources.
+ Fourvolumes of Resource Compendium have been published;

- Boint sources (2002, revised 2013)

+ Difuse sources (2003)

+ Offsite ransfers (2008)

+ Releases from products (2011, Part | and Part 1)

+ Eramenorcfor Selecting and Appling PRTR Riease Esfimation Technigues in 2005 complements these Resource Compendiums by providing information on
(general principle for producing feleass ata and the selection and appicaion of the various refease estimation fechnigues {0 different industrial sectors

(2) PRTR data applications.
One of the basic functions of a PRTR is making releass and transfer data accessibl to the pudlic. Making such data availale can help faciitate pudlic parfiication in
the sound chemicals management and environmental decision-making process.

‘OECD has developed practical uides on disseminating and presenting PRTR data

+ Bresentation and dissemination of PRTR data in 2000 comiles practices and experisnces by the OECD member countries

+ Uses of PRTR data and Tools fortheir Presentations in 2005 complls various examples of the use of PRTR! data as well as toos for presenting and ilustrating
‘them in member countres.

+ Aopiication, Use and Pressniation of Polltant Release and Transter Rsgisers (PATR) Data in 2013 examines PRTR-elated information focusing on use,
‘appication and presentation of PRTR data in member countries in order t identiy gaps forfuther improvements in the way PRTR data are applied, used of
presentes
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(@) Harmonisation of PRTR across the countries

Most PRTRS established o date are designe fo meet the nesds of a specific country, wit lsss atention being given {0 the comparabilty of the data across diferent
PRTRS. Consequently, many PRTRS have diferng requirements i terms of which chemicals and indusirial sectors are covered, and what thresholds trigger reporting.
These diferences create oostacles to fforts to compare, aggregate and analyse the valuable nformation n national PRTRs on a global basis.

In response, the OECD has been developing practical ools o help member countries implement harmorised PRTRS.

+ Global PRTR, Proposalfor 2 Harmonised List of Polutans exarmines all 1200 chemicals in five PRTRS are analysed 1o produce @ more harmorised st of
chemicals and thereby improve the comparabilty of PRTR data.

+ Global PRTR, Proposalfor 3 Harmonised List of Recorting Sectors in 2013 comiles a comprehensive st of all reporting sectors and thresholds and a
harmonized fst based on an analysi of five ifierent PRTRS and UNECE Kiev Protocol on PRTRS.

+ Guidance Document on Elements of a PRTR: PART | in 2014 provides informalion on key elements of a PRTR and for each element, it compares how existing
PRIRS have been designed, presents recommendations from the OECD Counci on Implementing PRTRS, and provides options for designing a PRTR that
mests the neads of the courtry imlementing the PRTR, and collects data hat are harmonised with gata rom existing PRTRs where possible.

2. Expert Group on PRTR.

‘OECD work on PRTRS is overssen by the Task Force on PATS (TF PRTRS), composed of experts on PRTR in member counties. The TF PRTRS activiles aim at:

- adkise the Joint Mieting of the Chemicals Commitiee and the Working Party on Chemicals, Pesticdes and Biotechnology on speciic opporturities and
challenges for the implementation of PRTRS, and propose appropriate measures (o meet the challengss, including ways and means fo national and
international actons;

+ promote communication and a cose working relafionship between the Task Foroz on PRTRs and the Task Force on Exposure Assessment as well as relevant
organisations on the various aspects of the PRTR work; and

+ analyse developments i the field of PRTRS and bring o the attention of the member counties the implications of such developments.
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Development of this site

This site has been developed by the OECD's Task Force on PRTRs (Pollutant Release and Transfer
Registers),which is part of the Environment, Health and Safety Programme. Japan served as a lead country
in the development of this website.

Purpose of this Database

‘The purpose of this database is to share PRTR data as widely as possible within the OECD area, consistent
with the OECD Council Recommendation C(96)41/Final, as amended by C(2003)87. The purpose is to
include PRTR data from a5 many OECD countries as practicable and feasible. PRTR data included in this
database is compied on a national or regional level. The database does not include PRTR data of individual
sites of faciltes.

This database will be updated on a regular basis to include additional and new dats that has been made
available.
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How to use this site

Users can create a report of PRTR data according to years, countries, regions, industry sectors, chemicals,

types of release sources, and types of releases and transfers.

Users should note that due to differences between different PRTRS, such as the number and

‘type of pollutants, sectors that are subject to reporting and the reporting thresholds, it may be
isleading to compare or rank countries based on the PRR data presented in this database.





image12.png
Howw to use this site
e an st s e of IR s e, o, s, iy s, it
s e s, s of s s S

Ui shoutd nte o o e b o PRI, sch s sh b and
v f ollt, Seclrs hat e Sblec 1 et e regori 1o, oy b
e . omare o FORK CoumIes ased o 9 PRIR ot brestnted s i G3tALASE.

141 Seectth type of report you would e 1o creste
Hamber o el 0 be dsloed:

(6] Seectcrieria to arrow the scope.of your auery
5 S e o i cuncre,» couny o 5 el

Sl s o e i e e of s o chrics
D Sk’ s e

ol

) i 2 et e o seme ot ofthe cherscl rame

PR ——)
[ i 5

P |

© ) Enter s chemicat





image13.png
Howw to use this site
e an st s e of IR s e, o, s, iy s, it
s e s, s of s s S

Ui shoutd nte o o e b o PRI, sch s sh b and
v f ollt, Seclrs hat e Sblec 1 et e regori 1o, oy b
e . omare o FORK CoumIes ased o 9 PRIR ot brestnted s i G3tALASE.

141 Seectth type of report you would e 1o creste
Hamber o el 0 be dsloed:

(6] Seectcrieria to arrow the scope.of your auery
5 S e o i cuncre,» couny o 5 el

Sl s o e i e e of s o chrics
D Sk’ s e

ol

) i 2 et e o seme ot ofthe cherscl rame

PR ——)
[ i 5

P |

© ) Enter s chemicat





image14.png
ORGANISATION
FOR ECONOMIC
CO-0PERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

FAQ | Francais,

Resource Centre for PRTRs

>Links to
>Links to PRTR Guidance

>Links to Emission Scenario
Documents.

>Links to PRTR.net
>FAQ

Back to V]
>OECD PRTR Home

>OECD Environment Page

>0ECD home page

>OECD Department List

I of this site
site has been developed by the OECD's Task Force on PRTRs (Pollutant Release and Transfer
Registers), which is part of the Environment, Health and Safety Programme. Canada served as a lead
country in the development of this website. Then Finnish Environment Institute SYKE maintained the
webpage and converted it into the current HTML-page

Purpose of the Resource Centre

The site provides a clearinghouse of guidance manuals and documents on release estimation techniques
available from the principal pollutant release and transfer registries developed by OECD member countries.
information on the sources of pollution and the pollutants
rs, mass balance methods,
countries in the development,

ks to PRTR guidance documents are also

and monitoring i

of PRTR

and the i

provided.

Instructions on how to access the PRTR guidance manuals and documents

The guldance manuals and documents available from this site can be aocessed by the document links
pro bel that summarizes the content of the different documents available is also

Provided.

Links to document and websites

* Release estimation technique documents available from the OECD member Countries and

Emission Scenario Documents
+ Country-Specific PRTR websites and International Organizations

Search PRTR Guidance:

About the Resource Centre

The Resource Centre is updated on a regular basis to include additional and new documents av
\g your feedback to improve the Resource Centre. You can

ntify document links that are no longer valid by using the

Y U fostare s avanabie s tne bartom of e page.
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Publications in the series on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

WHAT'S NEW.

‘Council act: Revision to the *Recommendation on Establishing and Implementing Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs)
“This new counci act recommends that Wiember counties take steps fo establish, as appropriate, implement and make publiy avaiable a polltant release and
transter register (PRTR) system using the princples and information set or i the OECD Guidance Documents on PRTRS.

A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) i a pubicy accessible database or inventory of chemicals or polltants released o ar, water and soil and
ransterred oftite for reatment.It brings together information about which chemicals are being released, where, how much and by whom.

“This seres s divided between 3 types of publications:

> Council Acts
> Guidance Manuals (including Giooal PRTRS, Data application, Release estimaion techniques, Workshop reports)
> Other publicatons




image16.png
‘T! & UNITAR PRTR Activities

12

Lesti | Map data © OpenSreeiMip contrbutors, CC-5Y-SA,Imsgery © Mapbox.
Clck ona county n green for more information.




image17.png
What is a Pollutant Release and Transfer Register?

0@

* ¢

Q

5rd_Global Round Table
n Pollutant Release and
fransfer Regis

ovamser 72058

[

D1 you know that during the
ong cldsezson the evls o i

he S Gobat Round Tele on
clusant felsse snc Tenser
egier: Promotng nformes
csors for 5 Sumsnabls

polltion

First PRTR reporting trial
in Mongolia

Do yeu ko s s nappmng i yeur
neighbounood?
Do nearty induswial faciives relesse e

cramica
Wt s of e chemicats s hey s

A Polusen teses and Tarser Regsar FRTR) can
hep you find thse answest

Welzome t2 UNTAR PRTR Flafor, Her, you can
Lcam mre sbou ifrent apectofPRTR, wih ot
sl ssssom PRTRLsEm, 55 vl 3 ongons
projects and even: elced 1o PRTRS. & resource
secion s siso avaable and provide 3 collcsion of
inmation! gudance on PRTHS 2 wel 2 couny-
spechc dommenss nd sy g @
#RTR implamentations. Anc dan' forget 2 i &
growing PRTR commarit o th soial networs.
srare axprince and eam more 3t PRTE.

Establishment of publicly
accessible National PRTR
approved by the
Government _of the
Republic of Moldova

ay312018

s

o Ussebssar wr
a5 on Governmenct Decizion

e 373 dated 24 29 2015, the
cestion o = asonsl PTH s
been offcially approved in the

among e ighest i he wore?

PRTR:Leam

Video trainings on Pollutant Release
‘and Transfer Registers.

> Star watzing

Events

Finsl PRTRsLessons s Worshop &
Thie Prjec Sserig Commicee Mesting
UNEpINTARGEE

5251532715, S, Gt

it Gobat Round Tt on AT
.

Natonst ncepton Werkshop sn waiings on
insttusonstsnd it sspess o PRTRS 1

Hongotia
261042618 Umrssma verseis

Latest Resources

NatonalScateg o Pulic Aces o
Envronmenct iformstion snd PRTR 23 of
the Kingdom of aribodia

Natonst PRTR Execstve Prosal of he
Kingdom of ambodia

Repor of e Nationl PRTR Icapsion
Voreshopof e Rapusticof P





image18.png
PRTR
@ Sunitar pi3tform

Home  Pr Events  Resources  PRIRieam vork  Webinars  About Us

| Projects

Global Project on the Implementation of Pollutant Release and Transfer Register as a tool for POPs reporting, dissemination and
awareness raising - Belarus, Cambodia, Ecuador, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Peru

Strengthening Capacities for Developping a National Pollutant Release and Transfer register (PRTR) in Support of SAICM
Implementation in Mongolia - Mongolia
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| PRTR:Learn

Welcome to the UNITAR video trainings on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

¢

Module 1 - Communication & Modute 2 - Legal Module 3 - Release Estimation
Dissemination of Data Implementation Techniques

Module 4 - Data Standardisation Module 5 -~ Online Reporting
Systems
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| PRTR:Network

Connect with a global PRTRs community!

Do you want to learn more about PRTRS?

Are you an international expert in the feld of PRTR?

Come joint UNITAR s PRTRS Community on Facebook.Here, we aim to raise awareness and to engage people on PRTRS. n this group, you
can discus about PRIRS, share your PRIR related content, or eain more about ifferent aspects of PRIRS through postsrelaying artices,
news and videos. All PRTR curious are welcome. Lets enhance fruitful exchanges

Come joint UNITAR Professional Network on PRTRS on Linkedin. Here, we take a more professional angle as we want to build an online
network of PRTRS experts. Practitioners, from governmental officials to interational experts can debate on particular technical aspects,
exchange documents, discuss and share experiences. In addition, as UNITAR is sometime seeking extemal expertise for training 2broad,
‘we will post job offers on this group. Come join now this dynamic network!

Clink on the icons and become part of growing PRTRs community!
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— What's New?

— Acknowledgement

— I0MC Toolbox Fiyer [ 2
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The IOMC Intemet-based Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemicals Management
(IOMC Toolbox) is aimed at countries who wish to address specific national issues
regarding chemicals management

— Introductory video

v o
The IOMC Toolbox s a problem solving tool that enables countries to identiy the Video tutorial

most appropriate and effcient national actions to address specific national problems

related to chemicals management. — OECD Environmental Risk
A t Toolkt L
The toolbox identifies the available IOMC resources that will help the country ssessment fool!
address the identiied nations problem(s) or objectives. Special focus is given to
identfying smple cost effective solutions to national chemicals management issues.  — UNIDO Chemical Leasing

o a o - toolkit C3
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10MC toolbox home Gap analysis Management objective

[ ersenar i Hergene

oxt Step National management scheme for PRTRs

Resource Assessment

You have chosen to investigate setting up or improving your national management scheme for Pollutant Release and
Transfer Registers (PRTRs). The objective of a national management scheme for PRTR is to strengthen the capabiltes of
countries to track the amount of certain chemicals released to air, water and land and transferred off site that may pose a
threat to human health and the environment. Collecting these data helps support informed decision-making by industry,
‘government, non-governmental organizations and the public.

Before setting up or improving a national management scheme for PRTRs, itis necessary to assess the resources available
in your country.

Tussday, January 3, 2018
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National management scheme for PRTRs

Limited Resources.

e Resouses Resource Assessment

High Resources ‘Select one of the resource availability options according to the description below.

Limited Resources: Your country has restricted means in terms of money and infrastructurelcompetent personnel. There is
fittle opportunity for either developing complex infrastructure or implementing complicated legislation

Medium Resources: Your country has restricted means in terms of money and infrastructurelcompetent personnel but
probably not both There is, however, some opportunity for developing more complex infrastructure or implementing more
complicated legislation

Resources: Your country has reasonable means in terms of both money and infrastructure/competent personnel. There
is an opportunity for developing more complex infrastructure or implementing more complicated legislation.
Below is alist of tools relevant for implementing this topic

— UNITAR: Resource Mobilization for the Sound Management of Chemicals and Waste, Guidance Document [2011]
Tussday, January 3, 2018
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‘Transfer Register (PRTR) information and acivities from countries

nd organisstions around the world. The website aims to assist
countries in the development, implementation and improvement of
PRITR programmes.
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Commission for Europe (UNECE)




image31.png
About PRTR

APRIRis an environmental database o inventory of potentially hazardous chemical substances and/or pollutants released to air, water and soil and transferred off-sie for
<reatment or disposal. According to the OECD Council Recommendation [C(96)41/FINAL], as amended by [C(2003]87), the core elements of  PRTR system are:

1. Alisting of chemicals, groups of chemicals and other relevant pollutants that are released to the environment or transferred off-sice;
2. Integrated multi-media reporiing of releases and transfers (to air, water and land);

3. Reporting by source, covering point sources and non-point sources, where appropriate;

4 Periodic reporting (preferably annually);

5. Making data available to the public.

Some PRTRS also include estimates of releases from diffuse sources, such as agriculture and transport and from the end use of products. These data are compiled by
environmental authorities. PRTR data may be presented geographically, either in a fixed form or interactively on Incernes. PRTR data may be presented by industry sectors,
by facility, by a chemical substance or groups of substances. Additional information is often provided to help better understand the PRTR data. National PRTRs may vary in
<erms of the hazardous chemicals and pollutants included, indusry o business categories that must report and the types of releases. PRTR data are made available to the
public in published documents, annual reports, on the Internet or other media.

APRIR can be an important ool in the total environmental policy of a government encauraging reporters to reduce pollution and engendering broad public support for

government environmental policies. Indeed, governments may wish to set forth long-term national environmental goals linked e.g. to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda
and its sustainable development goals and then use PRTR s a tool to examine objectively how well these goals are being met.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF A PRTR?

To derive the benefits of 3 PRTR, governments need clear and consistent answers to the following questions:
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There are several links regarding sustainable development and the use and implementation of PRTR systems. For inscance Target 16.10 of the Sustainable Development
Goals, refers to the need to "ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legisiation and international agreements.”
The Proocol on PRTRs is of key relevance here. The objective of the Protocol, clearly set out in Artice 1, I to enhance public access to information. The Protocol s clear that
the information set out in PRTRs should be presented in a way that is meaningful to the public. Implementing the provision under the Protocol allow governments, industry
and the public to track releases o air, land and water [and transfers of waste and via waste water treatment plants] over time. This in turn provides indicators to measure.
the reduction of pollutants, e.g. for evaluating policy measures and showing progress made in the private sector, and resulting progress towards sustainabilicy.

In addition, the Protocol notes that PRTRs can also assist governments in tracking pollution trends, setting prioriies, and monitoring compliance with international
commitments, and they can benefit industry through improved environmental management.

Having regard to successful and efficient ways of implementing SDGs and in order to ensure that PRTRs are able to play their fullest role in reducing pollution, they should
‘give full account of pollutan releases and waste transfers, covering all relevant sources for pollution. Based on the Protocol’s example and available guidance on how
information should be made available, countries PRTRs that implement the Protocol’s provisions also help countries in their efforts to guide users to information from
other reporting obligations, statistics, such as those relating t the economy or human health and obligations under other internationa treaties.

PRTR data could also be used to make assessments at a global level. In this contexs, itis also of imporance to increase the comparability of data by making national PRTR
systems more compatible inzernationally, with the aim o effectively analyse and compare different policy and management strategies that lead to prevent and reduce
pollution. As a resuls, this leads to good practices being more easily shared and more relevant for others that follow similar approaches and effective strategies could be
implemented faster, cheaper and at a broader scale. The Protocol through s legally binding minimum standard together with the related efforts of the OECD Working.
Group on PRTRs are leading examples in this regard. The provisions of the Protacol relating to the promotion of PRTR systems around the globe is relevant n this context,
s will be discussed in the section relating to the International aspects of the Convention and Protocol below.
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Faq

Frequently Asked Questions

Informaton on some aspects of PRTR are consined in snswers o faguenty asked questions.

Who can | ontact to obtsin more information sbout the PRTR programme i a specific country?
‘County spesfic cantasts re notSr2Ud o s 12 but s Saunry Spesiic ke st ars rovGes can b used fo request SdSons Grmatn rom & Sp26e Sounty

What substances are reported in PRTR Programmes?

T susstances nelutes n the egaring reaurements of e offerent PRTR programmes vary by saunty &nd organisaton. For examsle e Eurapesn PRTR raqures fasites o
report e reesses to i weter and land fo some 31 substances, whils the Csnadian PRTR programme requifes reportng for 341 substsnces. More informtion on the substances
Inclue n e o PRI prograrmes &nd i Gthers programms thet &1 vl S0l 10w e ward oan b found oy usng the PRTR inks provided on s st

I you have questions relsted to the website and its content, plesse send them to prir.survey@unece.org.




