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1. Perhaps the best news to start
this first FFS newsletter with is that
the project has been successful in
gaining Tfull UNFPA support for the
period 1992-1995. This means, among
other things, that Erik Klijzing of the
PAU will continue to co-ordinate FFS
project activities in the years ahead,
thus contributing towards the common
goal of international comparability of
FFS data.

2. As a result of UNFPA"s approval,
many initiatives need to be taken. For
instance, an FFS associate expert will
soon be recruited in order to assist
the FFS project expert.

3. The Institute for Resource
Development (IRD) has offered to
pretest the FFS core and module
questionnaires in January 1992, on the
basis of a "December 1991" version that
integrates the modules on migration and
contra-ception. As soon as pretest
results have been reported, the FFS
core and modulle questionnaires will be
finalized, copy-edited, and printed. It
is expected that they will become
available for use by countries
participating in the FFS project not
later than February 1992.

4. In addition to pretesting the
FFS core and module question-naires,
the IRD will also provide training in
the use of the Inte-grated System for
Survey Analysis (ISSA), during a
workshop from 10 to 28 February 1992 at
the Institute of Statistics and
Demography, Warsaw, Poland. The
training will be based on the "December
1991" version of the FFS core and
modulle questionnaires. Mrs. Jeanne
Cushing (IRD), who will be giving the
training, visited the PAU from 15 to 18
December 1991 in order to work out
details of the training workshop 1in
collaboration with Erik Klijzing. Half
of the 16 participants registered so
far are from central or eastern Europe.

5. The number of countries
currently participating in the FFS
project is 19, Estonia being the last
to join. The timing of survey
operations per country at the back of
this newsletter is based on information
collected during the June 1991 meeting
of the FFS Informal Working Group. Each
country will soon be asked to provide
the PAU with an up-date of its FFS
plans. Efforts to enlist the
participation of ECE countries not yet
involved in the FFS project, such as



Albania, Lithuania and Turkey,
continue.

6. Poland fielded its FFS survey in
October/November 1991, at the same time
that Germany was conducting a Ffirst
pilot study of its FFS questionnaire.
The next countries to conduct their
main fieldwork for the FFS project are
likely to be Sweden and Yugoslavia
(Serbia).

7. The FFS module on "values and
beliefs" prepared by Freddy Deven of
the CBGS, Brussels, is ready and will,
after having been given the same lay-
out as the other FFS questionnaires,
become available for use in February
1992. Countries wishing to implement
this module, which replaces Section 7
of the core, are themselves responsible
for pretesting it.

8. A document containing rules and
recommendations for the sub-mission of
Standard Recode Files and access to the
FFS database 1is currently Dbeing
prepared by the PAU. As soon as it is
finalized, it will be distributed among
members of the FFS Informal Working
Group for comment.
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1. The Institute for Resource
Development (IRD), Columbia, Maryland
(USA) has pretested the FFS core and
module questionnaires in January 1992
using the "December 1991" version of
the questionnaires, which included
migration and contraception modules.
The FFS pretest was carried out under
the personal supervision of Mr. Martin
Vaessen, Director, IRD.

2. The FFS pretest consisted of 312
personal interviews with men and women
aged 20 to 39 years residing in
Chittenden County, Vermont (USA). Male

interviewers interviewed male
respondents, and Tfemale interviewers
interviewed female respondents.

Separate versions of the FFS question-
naire were used to interview male and
female respondents. All interviews were
conducted in English.

3. Prior to the FFS pretest,
Ffifteen professional researchers
attended a three-day training session
to familiarize themselves with the FFS
survey instrument. This  training
session included a discussion of goals
and objectives of the FFS project, an
item-by-item review of the FFS
questionnaire, and extensive role

playing. On the Ilast day of the
training session, four trainees
interviewed four actual respondents
while the other trainees watched and
took notes from behind a one-way
mirror. These four interviews were also
videotaped.

4. The respondents for the actual
FFS pretest were recruited by
telephone. Difficulties were

experienced in scheduling the interview
appointments with the respondents. The
vast majority of the individuals called
refused to be interviewed. This, in
turn, led to a very low response rate.
Although no hard data exist for
explaining the problems with the
interview appointment scheduling, it is
safe to assume that the majority of the
refusals were caused by one of three
reasons: (i) the respondents were not
offered any compensation for their
time; (ii) the interview was quite
lengthy; (iii) the interview topics
were personal in nature.

5. Approximately 3,000 households
were called and asked for their
participation in the FFS pretest. Over
three-quarters of these households
refused outright. Another ten percent



agreed to be interviewed but sub-
sequently changed their minds. By
extending the fieldwork period into
early February, 312 interviews were
eventually completed, yielding a survey
response rate of approximately ten
percent.

6. Given the refusal problems
referred to above, the years of age and
levels of income and education of the
respondents were varied as much as
possible. Every effort was made to
evenly split the interviews between
rural and urban settings.

7. The interview itself took
approximately 35 minutes to administer.
The shortest interview lasted 20
minutes, and the longest took 75
minutes. There were no Instances of
"break-offs"™ or "mid-terminates™ during
the scheduled interviews.

8. After the FFS pretest, Mr.
Vaessen prepared a detailed report
containing many useful suggestions for
final revisions of the FFS question-
naire. He also made available to the
PAU the interviewer"s manual used
during the FFS pretest, as well as the
videotapes of the four training
interviews. The material on the tapes,
along with Vaessen®s comments
indicated, among other things, that no
data should be collected on
contraceptive use, employment, and
residence episodes of less than 3
months.

9. Additional suggestions for final
revisions in the FFS questionnaire were
made by participants in the February
1992 training workshop in Warsaw
(Poland) on the Integrated System for
Survey Analysis (I1SSA). Those
suggestions led to revisions in the FFS
questionnaire which would simplify the
task of entering national FFS data
using ISSA. After all final
modifications were made, the FFS
questionnaire as a whole was carefully
checked and corrected for grammar and
style by a professional copy-editor.

10. These revisions, which were
implemented by Erik Klijzing, led

ultimately to the "March 1992" version
of the FFS questionnaire, that is the
final version of the questionnaire.
Copies of this version were recently
distributed among all countries
participating in the FFS project for
use in their national FFS surveys.

11. In addition to the modules on
migration and contraception included in
the "December 1991" pretest version of
the FFS questionnaire, the ""March 1992"
version also integrates the module on
"Values and beliefs" prepared by Freddy
Deven of the Population and Family
Study Centre (CBGS), Brussels (Belgium)
and the module on "Population Policy
Acceptance”™ (PPA) prepared by Hein
Moors of the Netherlands Inter-
disciplinary Demographic Institute
(NIDI), The Hague (Netherlands), and
Rossella Palomba of the Institute for

Population Research (IRP), Rome
(l1taly).

12. The modules on "Values and
beliefs" and "Population Policy

Acceptance™ were not included, however,
in the pretest of the FFS questionnaire
in January 1992 by IRD. Countries
wishing to implement them in their
national FFS questionnailres are urged,
therefore, to pretest them as part of
their pilot studies before the main
fieldwork begins.

13. In addition to carrying out the
FFS pretest, the IRD has also provided
training in the use of ISSA at an FFS
workshop, which took place during 10-28
February 1992 at the Institute of
Statistics and Demography (1SD), Warsaw
(Poland). The training provided by Mrs.
Jeanne Cushing of IRD focussed on the
use of ISSA for creating national FFS
dictionaries, data files, Standard
Recode Files, and tabulations. The
three-weeks training workshop was
attended by 15 participants from 11
countries (Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Poland, Romania, Spain, Turkey, and
Yugoslavia). At the end of the training
workshop the participants received a
certificate of attendance from Mrs.
Cushing of IRD, Mr. Holzer, Director of
ISD hosting the workshop, and Mr.



Klijzing, FFS project expert.

14. Mr. Gijs Beets of NIDI has
submitted to the PAU an outline for FFS
country reports that is currently under
review. The outline contains detailed
proposals for topics to be covered and
tables to be included in the country
summaries of FFS findings. As soon as
it is finalized, one of the countries
that already collected and processed
national FFS data, would be invited by
the PAU to prepare an FFS country
summary on the basis of this outline,
after which the outline may be revised
again. The revised outline will be on
the agenda of the FFS Informal Working
Group meeting to be convened in late
1992.

15. Currently, there are 21
countries participating in the FFS
project, Lithuania and Turkey being the
last two to join. The funding of the
national FFS surveys in these two
countries as well as in some other FFS
countries has not yet been secured,
however. The Statistical Office 1iIn
Tirana has indicated to the PAU that it
is not the right time for Albania to
participate in the FFS project but the
issue of Albania®s participation in the
project may be reconsidered at a later
time.
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1. The PAU plans to convene the
Fourth FFS Informal Working Group
Meeting from Wednesday 26 to Friday 28
May 1993 in Geneva. The agenda will
include, among other things, the
following 1items: (i) FFS country
summaries of findings, (if) FFS
standard tabulations, aDn) FFS
Standard Recode Files (SRF), and (iv)
FFS data sharing arrangements.

2. Inputs to this meeting will
consist, among other things, of the
manual "FFS Questionnaire and Codebook™
published recently by the ECE. Part 1V,
Section V, of this publication details
the various ways in which a national
SRF may be constructed. One way of
doing so is through the FFS data entry
program of the Integrated System for
Survey Analysis (ISSA). This program,
which is now available from the PAU,
can be used by countries that field a
national FFS questionnaire similar to
the ECE FFS questionnaire contained in
Part 2 of this publication.s

3. The FFS data entry program
follows exactly the skip pattern of the
ECE FFS questionnaire and checks for
permissable ranges of all variables. In
addition, some 70 built-in consistency
checks test for the logic of

relationships between variables. About
half of these consistency checks were
developed at the ISSA training workshop
in Warsaw (Poland), 10-28 February
1992.

4. The PAU has started work on the
compilation of FFS References through
PROCITE, a software package for
bibliographic applications. The
November 1992 issue of "FFS References"
lists 200 publications, currently
available at the PAU, which are
directly or indirectly related to
fertility and/or family research. The
publications are grouped under 6 major

headings: Analytical Studies,
Comparative Studies, Country Studies,
Methodological Studies, Regional

Studies, and Subregional Studies.
Members of the FFS Informal Working
Group are invited to suggest additional
titles and, if possible, to provide the
PAU with hard copies. It is suggested
that titles be restricted to
publications in English and French
only. FFS researchers will themselves
be responsible for compiling FFS
references in their native language.

5. Erik Klijzing represented the
ECE at the Expert Group Meeting on
Family Planning, Health and Family



Well-being in Bangalore (India), 26-30
October 1992, with a discussion note on
“"Family Planning and Reproductive
Health in Selected Member States of the
Economic Commission for  Europe".
Geographically, the focus of the
discussion note was on ECE member
states in eastern Europe and the ex-
Soviet Union. The meeting formed part
of the preparations for the 1994 Inter-
national Conference on Population and
Development. Recommendations for future
research and policy action adopted
during the meeting will be presented to
the Preparatory Committee of the
Conference when it meets in 1993.

6. Following the Expert Group
Meeting in Bangalore, Erik Klijzing
then went on two separate missions to
Turkey and the Baltic republics to
discuss plans for an FFS in those
countries. The granting of aid-
recipient status to the Baltic
republics by the Governing Council of
the United Nations Development Program
in 1992 has opened the way for seeking
external assistance to national
population activities through the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

FFS COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS

7. According to the latest
information available to the PAU,
prospects for obtaining the necessary
funds for an FFS in Wallonia are
definitely good. After Flanders and
Brussels, this would be the third sub-
national FFS in Belgium.

8. Although funds for an FFS 1in
Estonia are still not fully secured, an
Estonian FFS Working Group has been set
up consisting of 18 members from
various organizations, among them Luule
Sakkeus of the Estonian Inter-
university Population Research Centre
(EIPRC) who attended the ISSA training
workshop in Warsaw (Poland), 10-28
February 1992. Work on the female
version of the Estonian FFS
questionnaire began in May 1992, and a
First pilot study is being planned for
February 1993. The national FFS
questionnaires Tfor Estonia, one in
Estonian and one in Russian, 1in

addition to being similar to the ECE
FFS questionnaire, include in modified
form module 1 on migration. Subject to
availability of funds, the main
fieldwork will be carried out at the
end of 1993 by "Saar & Poll Ltd.", an
independent survey research
organisation. A nationally
representative sample of 5,000 female
and 2,500 male respondents aged 20 to
70 years will be drawn on the basis of
Estonia®s own copy of national data
from the USSR 1989 All-Union Population
Census, to be up-dated through the
national register of addresses. The
University of Michigan and University
of Stockholm are providing technical
assistance to FFS- Estonia.

9. After a first pilot study of its
national FFS questionnaire in December
1991 and a second one in March 1992,
Germany carried out its main FFS
fieldwork in the summer of 1992. The
Federal Institute for Population
Research (BIB) has provided the PAU
with full information on the
correspondence between the national FFS
questionnaire and the ECE FFS
questionnaire. Except for section 1V on
abortion and section VIII on education,
all other sections recommended for
inclusion in national FFS
questionnaires were implemented in part
or in total in the German FFS
questionnaire. In addition, the module
on Population Policy Acceptance (PPA)
was implemented almost in full.

10. Like Estonia, Latvia is also
trying to secure funds at home and/or
abroad for an FFS. Unlike Estonia,
however, Latvia has not yet obtained
its copy of national data from the USSR
1989 All-Union Population Census. IFf
efforts in both areas are successful,
it is likely that a national FFS
questionnaire for Latvia would be very
similar to the ECE FFS questionnaire.
In addition, a national FFS
questionnaire for Latvia would most
probably include modules 1 and 4 of the
ECE FFS questionnaire, on migration and
Population Policy Acceptance (PPA),
respectively. Fieldwork for an FFS in
Latvia may be carried out by the Social
Research Centre (SRC), an independent



survey research organisation.

11. FFS project developments in
Lithuania are similar to those in
Latvia, except that the Department of
Demography in charge of an FFS 1in
Lithuania is in the process of being
transferred from the Institute of
Economics to the Institute of
Sociology, both of the Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences. For the time
being, therefore, final decisions on an
FFS in Lithuania are being postponed.
The Department of Statistics remains
strongly in favour of Lithuania®s
participation in the FFS project.

12. With the help of the PAU, the
National Commission of Statistics in
Bucharest has prepared and submitted
for UNFPA approval a proposal to
combine an FFS in Romania with a
specialized survey on the demand for
and supply of family planning services.
If approved, the PAU will act as a
backstopping agency for such an FFS-
type survey, commissioning some of the
work on the supply side of the project
to consultants from INED. Information
on the demand side could be obtained by
including an adapted section on
knowledge, attitudes, and practice of
contraception in the Romanian FFS
questionnaire.

13. If financial support can be
obtained from abroad, an FFS in Turkey
is likely to be carried out by the
Institute of Population Studies of
Hacettepe University, Ankara. This
Institute has been conducting nation-
wide demographic surveys at intervals
of five years since 1968, and in 1993
the sixth of these quinquennial surveys
will be undertaken. The scope and
content of the 1993 Turkish Population
Survey (TPS) are almost identical to
those of the FFS project. A combined
FFS-TPS questionnaire, in addition to
covering iIn part or in total all of the
core sections of the ECE FFS
questionnaire, will implement modules
2 and 3 of the ECE FFS questionnaire,
on contraception and values/beliefs,
respectively. A nationally
representative sample of 20,000
households will be drawn, from which

4,500 ever-married women aged 15 to 54
years will be selected for interview.
IT currently married, their husbands
will be interviewed as well,
separately. The FFS-TPS fieldwork is
scheduled for September 1993.
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1. The Fourth FFS Informal Working
Group Meeting, held from 26 to 28 May
1993 in Geneva, was attended by
participants from twenty different
countries, six of which (Canada,
Estonia, Lithuania, Slovenia, Turkey
and the United States of America)
attended for the fFfirst time. Major
agenda items were the revision of the
outline for FFS Standard Country
Reports (SCR) and instructions for
Standard Recode Files (SRF), the latter
having been published earlier as Part
Four of EES Questionnaire and Codebook
(1992). The revised FFS SCR outline and
the revised instructions for FFS SRF
will appear shortly in a new FFS
publication, FES Standard Recode Files

and Standard Country Reports (1993).

2. The revision of the outline for
FFS SCRs included the elimination of
one table from the original proposal,
the addition of a new table, and
changes to some of the remaining 21.
The result is a 50-page blueprint for
preparing national FFS SCRs.

3. Norway presented a TFfirst test
report at the Fourth FFS Informal
Working Group Meeting and may be the
First national FFS SCR to be published.
The report will be revised according to

the new outline, given a quick peer
review, and Ffinalized by the authors.
UN/ECE publication 1is tentatively
scheduled for early 1994. Other
countries having completed their FFS
fieldwork are expected to follow suit
soon thereafter.

4. Changes made to Part Four of the
FES Questionnaire and Codebook are
summarized as follows: (i) records
corresponding to event histories have
been expanded with one extra variable
to indicate whether or not the month
and/or year of the event was imputed;
(ii) an extra variable has been added
to the first record of each SRF for
recording ethnicity or nationality;
(iii) all alphanumerical variables have
been made numerical; and (iv) old
record 91 corresponding to the
Population Policy Acceptance (PPA)
module has been split into two for
greater consistency with other FFS SRF
record lengths.

5. The FFS project has obtained
access to BITNET and can now send or
receive electronic mail at

KLIZING@UNICC.BITNET. Members of the
FFS Informal Working Group are kindly
requested to provide the PAU with their
respective BITNET addresses.



6. The PAU has provided various
forms of FFS-related technical
assistance. In early August 1993 Erik
Klijzing visited the Central
Statistical Office in Budapest to train
data entry operators in the use of the
ISSA data entry program he had
developed based on Hungary®s national
FFS questionnaire for women.

7. With an implementation score of
almost 100 per cent, Hungary®s FFS
questionnaire for women is the closest
to the ECE FFS questionnaire of all
national FFS questionnaires fielded to
date. Yet despite this compliance, some
important differences remain. To
address these differences Erik Klijzing
has developed an ISSA conversion
program for creating Hungary®s FFS SRF.
Conversion should take place after the
FFS fieldwork for men, currently under
way, is completed.

8. A third form of technical
assistance that the PAU offers to
countries participating in the FFS
project is an ISSA tabulation program
for the production of tables and graphs
that go into each FFS SCR according to
the outline provided. This program,
which runs on FFS SRFs, is now
available upon request from the PAU.
Output from ISSA tabulations showing
cumulative percentages of respondents
according to the age at which they
experienced a particular event can be
imported directly into EXCEL for
graphical representation.

9. With the help of the PAU the
three Baltic republics have each
prepared and submitted a preliminary
request to UNFPA to help fund their
national fertility and family surveys.
However, because the Governing Council
of the United Nations has decided to
allocate regular budget funds for
population activities only in the
central Asian republics of the former
Soviet Union, assistance with an FFS in
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania may have
to come from multi-bi sources. UNFPA
has offered to help 1identify such
sources.

10. FFS References has been updated

with a list of 67 additional titles of
recent publications in French or
English which are directly or
indirectly related to fertility and/or
family research. Because studies can
often be classified in more than one
category, the classification scheme
adopted for the first issue of FFS
References has now been abandoned.

11. Under the FFS project the PAU
has started preparatory work on the
organization of a 4-week international
training seminar on event history
analysis. The objective of this seminar
will be the transfer of basic skills
and expertise in the area of event
history analysis to researchers,
especially but not exclusively, from
central and east European countries
participating in the FFS project who
will later be involved in the programme
of FFS cross-country in-depth analyses.
Topics to be covered at the seminar
will include (i) event history data,
(ii) event history models, (iii)
specific problems of event history
analysis, and (iv) available resources
such as software and literature. The
training will be given by one or more
resource persons with extensive
teaching and research experience in the
field of event history analysis.

12. The seminar will be held during
the Summer of 1994; exact dates and
venue will be determined and announced
at a later time. There will be no
registration or tuition fee. However,
the costs of travel, accommodation and
daily subsistence will have to be borne
by the countries themselves. Although
no funds for this purpose are as yet
available, the PAU will seek extra
support for participants from countries
most needing it. Members of the FFS
Informal Working Group are Kkindly
requested to let the PAU know, at their
earliest convenience, if their country
is interested In participating In this
seminar and would need Ffinancial
assistance. (Countries not eligible for
UNFPA assistance cannot receive
financial support from the UN/ECE.)

13. One of the sessions of the 1995
European Population Conference, to be



held from 4 to 8 September 1995 in
Milano (Italy) under the joint auspices
of the European Association for
Population Studies (EAPS), the
International Union for the Scientific
Study of Population (IUSSP), and a
consortium of Italian demographers,
will be on Family and Fertility
Surveys: National Findings and Cross-
national Comparisons, to be organized
by Miroslav Macura of the PAU. The
session will consider FFS as well as
other fertility and Tfamily survey
research findings.

14. A general call for papers for
the Conference will be included in the
First Information Bulletin of the
Conference, which will be issued in
early 1994. It is anticipated that the
deadline for the submission of two-page
outlines for papers will be July 1994.
The deadline for the submission of
papers will be April 1995.

15. The Instituto Nacional de
Estatistica in Lisboa, Portugal, has
approached the PAU with a request for
more information on the FFS project. A
decision on participation will be taken
at ministerial level, possibly before
the end of 1993.
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1. From 7 to 11 February 1994 the
FFS project manager visited the Central
Bureau of Statistics in Oslo (Norway);
from 11 to 13 April he was at the
Federal Institute for Population
Research in Wiesbaden (Germany). In
close collaboration with Turid Noack
and Katharina Pohl, respectively, he
has helped to prepare the FFS Standard
Recode Files (SRFs) for Norway and
Germany. In addition to the preparation
of the SRFs in Oslo and Wiesbaden, the
FFS project manager also helped to
produce the tables that should go into
each FFS Standard Country Report (SCR)
by using the ISSA tabulation program
(see FFS Newsletter 4, November 1993,
item 8).

2. On the basis of the FFS SCR
outcomes for Norway and Germany,
especially those concerning tables
4.4.4 and 4.6.2, it has been decided to
regroup the International Standard
Classification of Education (ISCED)
codes into levels 0-2 ((low), 3-4
(medium) and 5-6 (high). The original
grouping into levels 0-1, 2-3 and 4-6,
as indicated in the FFS SCR outline
(pages 86-87 and 98), cuts across the
age of compulsory education in most
countries and is, therefore, less

meaningful. The new [ISCED grouping
scheme 1is reflected in the latest
version of the ISSA tabulation program
available.

3. In addition to these changes, it
has been decided to include in the
comparison of age groups 30-34 and 40-
44 years for tables 5.1 and 5.2 of each
FFS SCR, where possible, age groups 25-
29 and 35-39 years (at the time of
interview). This will enlarge the scope
for inter-cohort comparisons between
countries with different FFS sample
designs.

4. Conditions for the release of
SRFs to the FFS database in Geneva are
stipulated in a document titled
"Arrangements for archiving and sharing
of individual-level, depersonalized
data", which was prepared by the PAU to
meet the demands of the Central
Statistical Office in Oslo. Some of the
more prominent conditions set out in
this document are that (i) national
statistical offices and population
institutes participating in the FFS
project will delete from their SRF
information which is protected under
national law and/or modify their FFS
data as necessary for their release;



(ii) SRF data archived at the FFS
database will not be released without
prior permission of the data supplying
organization; (iii) members of the FFS
Informal Working Group (IWG)
representing countries that have
supplied the PAU with their SRF and
agreed to the data sharing terms will
be granted access, for purposes of
comparative research only, to any other
SRF in the FFS database, provided this
research is undertaken as part of the
PAU-coordinated programme of FFS
comparative research; (iv) PAU staff
and IWG members participating In these
comparative studies will register their
names with the data supplying
organizations and sign a
confidentiality pledge promising not
let anyone not having signed this
pledge have access to individual-level
data; (v) the PAU will also share the
SRF data archived in the FFS database
with individual scholars who will be
invited by the PAU to participate in
the PAU-coordinated comparative
analyses in consultation with the FFS
IWG; (vi) individual scholars thus
selected will register their names with
the data supplying organizations and
sign the confidentiality pledge; (vii)
after the completion of the PAU-
coordinated programme of FFS
comparative research the SRFs will be
removed from the FFS database; and
(viii) scholars then wishing to conduct
further FFS research will enter into
bilateral arrangements with the data
supplying organizations.

5. The PAU plans to convene a small
FFS ad-hoc expert group meeting in late
1994 in order to develop a PAU-
coordinated programme of FFS
comparative research, which will be
carried out jointly by the PAU, members
of the FFS IWG and possibly invited
scholars who are not affiliated with
the FFS project. The meeting, which
will be attended by several FFS 1WG
members and a few scholars not members
of the group will define the objectives
and content of the comparative research
as well as make recommendations on how
to conduct it. An input to the meeting
will be a PAU proposal on the
objectives, themes and modalities of

comparative research, which during the
meeting will be transformed into a
research plan. Due to financial reasons
the PAU cannot invite all FFS IWG
members to this meeting and would,
therefore, highly appreciate
suggestions on comparative research
from the members of the group and other
individuals interested 1iIn the FFS
project. Suggestions may be on research
areas and themes, modalities of
organizing research (e.g., strictly
within the FFS IWG or together with
other interested scholars),
dissemination of papers (through
professional journals, dedicated
publications issued by a commercial
publisher or UN/ECE). The deadline for
submitting suggestions is 31 August
1994.

6. The international training
seminar on event history analysis (see
FFS Newsletter 4, November 1993, item
11) will take place in Geneva during
15-26 August 1994. The seminar is
jointly organized by the PAU and the
Laboratoire de Démographie Economique
et Sociale of the University of Geneva,
which will provide a seminar room and
computer facilities at no cost to the
UN/ECE. After a careful and lengthy
selection procedure involving close
consultations with seven experts 1in
event history analysis from Europe and
North America, the PAU invited Prof.
Hans-Peter Blossfeld and his research
assistant Mr. GOtz Rohwer of the
University of Bremen to provide the
training at the seminar. Professor
Blossfeld is widely recognized for his
extensive teaching and research
experience 1in the Ffield of event
history analysis. Mr. Rohwer has
developed the Transition Data Analysis
(TDA) software which was recommended by
several experts consulted as being
comprehensive, flexible and user-
friendly and which will be used at the
seminar. Each participant will be given
a copy of TDA at no cost at the end of
the seminar. Prof. Blossfeld and Mr.
Rohwer have together organized similar
seminars at the Universities of
Cologne, Essex, Florence, Haifa, Madrid
and Southampton. Based on their
experience it was decided to reduce the



duration of the seminar to two weeks
instead of the originally planned four
weeks. A detailed programme was
prepared by the FFS project manager
during a working visit to Bremen, 14-15
April 1994. Morning sessions will be
dedicated to classroom training in the
various methodological aspects of event
history analysis, whereas afternoon
sessions will be used for computer-
based exercises. It was further agreed
to have the afternoon sessions focused
on fertility and family formation and
dissolution as inter-dependent
processes, with a few selected FFS SRF
variables as explanatory factors.
Representative sample data for 1000 men
and women will be used during these
exercises. Copies of all relevant
training materials will be made
available free of charge to each
participant at the beginning of the
seminar. This includes a copy of the
textbook Event History Analysis by
Blossfeld et al., the cost of which (US
$ 50 per copy) will be borne by the
UN/ECE. The cost of financial
assistance to participants from
transition countries amounts to US $
20,000, approximately. Twenty-three
individuals, eleven of them
representing transition countries, have
so Tar registered for the seminar;
twelve of them are women.
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1. The international training
seminar on event history analysis, from
15 to 26 August 1994 in Geneva (see FFS
Newsletter 5, May 1994, item 6), was
attended by 23 participants from 15
countries, 11 of them in central or
eastern  Europe. Morning  sessions
focused on theoretical and statistical
aspects of event history analysis while
afternoon sessions were devoted to the
use of Transition Data Analysis (TDA)
software. At the end of the seminar
each participant received a certificate
of attendance from the 'Laboratoire de
Démographie Economique et Sociale" of
the University of Geneva, which co-
organized the seminar with the PAU.

2. From 3 to 9 December 1994 the
FFS project manager visited the
Department of Demography, Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology, in Vilnius
(Lithuania) to train local staff in the
use of ISSA for FFS data entry. A first
wave of 1,500 interviews was conducted
in October-November 1994 using
Government funds. A second, larger wave
will get under way soon thanks to
additional funds obtained from UNFPA.

3. The FFS database currently
contains Standard Recode Files (SRF)

for Norway and Poland. Each exists in
two different formats, both binary. One
is a transposed data file which can
only be read by ISSA. Each transposed
SRF occupies approximately 30 per cent
of the hard-disk space typically
required by its ASCII counterpart. In
addition to taking up less hard-disk
space, a transposed SRF is processed
much faster. ISSA can also be used to
create secondary files for export to,
SPSSPC+, for instance.

4. The other format in which each
SRF resides in the FFS database is a
compact data archive which can only be
read by TDA. Each such archive consists
of as many data files as there are
different record types (00, 01, O2,,,,
92) in the corresponding SRF, which may
differ from country to country
depending on the implementation rates
for core and module sections. TDA
allows researchers to directly read and
merge these Tfiles without need for
extraction. A SRF archive occupies
approximately 50 per cent of the hard-
disk space required by a transposed
SRF. The program to create an archive
from an existing SRF was developed by
GOtz Rohwer of Bremen University.



5. As the overview at the back of
this Newsletter indicates, some 8
additional SRFs are expected to arrive
at the FFS database in the course of
1995. The FFS programme of comparative
research, therefore, will probably only
then get fully under way. In view of
this, the main task of the ad-hoc
expert group meeting (see FFS
Newsletter 5, May 1994, item 5) on the
FFS programme of comparative research,
which was held from 17 to 18 November
1994 in Geneva, was to explore options
of comparative research rather than
take decisions. The meeting was
attended by Peter Blossfeld, Fred
Deven, Jan Hoem, Jerzy Holzer, Kathleen
Kiernan, Erik Klijzing, Andras Klinger,
Henri Leridon, Miroslav Macura, Lars
Osthy, Nicola Robb, and Bernd
Stortzbach.

6. A first draft of the FFS
programme of comparative research,
prepared by the PAU on the basis of
contributions from various sources,
contained preliminary proposals on (i)
objectives of the programme, (ii) broad
research themes, (iii) focused research
topics, (iv) organizational aspects,
and (v) peer review and dissemination
of findings. These proposals served as
a rough guideline for the meeting which
proceeded without a formal agenda. The
discussions touched upon such issues
as: a conservative versus a more
liberal policy with respect to FFS data
access and sharing; centralized versus
decentralized research; and,

Progression of countries through

observed
"91 "92
funding/
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question- NOR
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the desirability of creating an
Advisory Board to coordinate the FFS
programme of comparative research.
These and other issues will be taken up
again at a subsequent meeting on the
FFS programme of comparative research,
possibly during the Milano conference
in September this year. Copies of a
report of the first ad-hoc meeting will
be made available in the course of
February.
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BEL = Belgium HUN = Hungary ROM = Romania
CAN = Canada ITA = ltaly SLO = Slovenia
CZE = Czech Republic LAT = Latvia SPA = Spain
EST = Estonia LIT = Lithuania SWE = Sweden
FIN = Finland NET = Netherlands SWI = Switzerland
FRA = France NOR = Norway TUR = Turkey

GER = Germany POL = Poland USA = United States
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1. The FFS  fieldwork in the
Republic of Slovenia was carried out
from November 1994 to March 1995.
Technical assistance was provided by
the FFS project manager through
electronic mail using his old BITNET
address (see FFS Newsletter 4, November
1993, 1item 5). Since April 1995
messages can also be sent to
KLIZING@UN.ORG on the INTERNET.

2. A fertility and family survey in
New Zealand based on the FFS model
questionnaire, scheduled for September-
October 1995, will initially be
restricted to women aged 20-59 years
but may later be expanded to include
men as well. The survey will be
directed by Mr. lan Pool of the
Population Studies Centre, University
of Waikato, Hamilton.

3. Mr. Wolfgang Lutz and Mr.
Christopher Prinz conducted a
feasibility study on a possible FFS in
Austria. Their recommendations are
contained in a 30-page report submitted
to the Ministry of the Family in
Vienna. If the necessary funds can be
found, interviewing could start as
early as October 1995.

4. The FFS Standard Country Report
(SCR) for Norway, having gone through
a lengthy and careful process of
technical editing and desktop
publishing, is now almost ready to go
to the printer. Mrs. Elise Jones has
been contracted by the PAU as an
independent consultant to do the
technical editing of FFS SCRs. Desktop-
publishing is done in-house by Ms.
Rosina Bisi of the PAU.

5. Technical editing and desktop
publishing of the Norwegian FFS SCR
have led to a few changes in the
outline for FFS SCRs as well as in the
ISSA tabulation program for generating
FFS SCR tables. Changes in the SCR
outline mostly concern the titles of
tables and/or table panels; these
changes will be reflected in the report
for Norway. The most important change
in the tabulation program is that cases
with missing information on any
variable(s) involved in the calculation
of (cumulative) percentages for
particular tables are now excluded from
their respective base populations.

6. Canada has submitted a fFirst
draft of an FFS SCR based on the
outcome of the 1990 General Social



Survey (GSS). In close consultation
with the FFS project management, it has
been decided that - 1in addition to
preparing an FFS Standard Recode File
(SRF) and SCR for GSS-1995, currently
in the field - Canada will also prepare
a SRF from its GSS-1990 data. This
means that, in the end, there will
actually be four Canadian FFS products:
two reports and two Files.

7. According to information
available to the PAU, several other
SCRs are currently being drafted as
well. Among these reports are those for
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,
Netherlands, Poland and Sweden. First
drafts are expected at the PAU before
the end of this year.

8. Following the example set by
Norway and Poland, Germany submitted
its SRF to the FFS database in March
1995. Other countries known to be
releasing their SRFs soon are Sweden
and Finland.

9. FFS References (see FFS
Newsletter 4, November 1993, item 10)
has been continually up-dated and now
includes close to 400 titles of studies
on fertility and the family which have
appeared in French or English since
1990. Being a PROCITE database, various
literature searches are possible which
may be useful for the FFS programme of
comparative research.

10. A second ad-hoc expert group
meeting on the FFS programme of
comparative research has been scheduled
for Tuesday, 5 September 1995 in Milano
(ltaly), after Plenary Session 111 of
the European Population Conference. The
meeting will address substantive as
well as logistic aspects of the
programme, including access to SRF data
by scholars who are not members of the
FFS Informal Working Group (IWG) but
wish to participate in the programme.
Once formulated, the programme will be
presented to the FFS IWG  for
consideration and adoption, after which
it can be carried out. This is not
expected to take place before early
1996.

11. Session 1.1, “"Family and
Fertility Surveys: National Findings
and Cross-national Comparisons'™, which
is on the programme of the forthcoming
European Population Conference (Milano,
4-8 September 1995), will take place in
the afternoon of the first day of the
Conference. As many as 15 papers may be
presented or introduced during the
session, which is being organized by
Mr. Miroslav Macura. The majority of
the papers will be based on FFS data.
The International Organizing Committee
of the Conference designated Mr. Robert
Cliquet as a discussant for this
session.

12. In view of the need for basic
reproductive health data on transition
countries, the PAU is seeking closer
collaboration with the Scientific
Working Group (SWG) on Reproductive
Health Research in Eastern Europe of
the World Health Organization (WHO).
Together with Mr. Tomas Frejka, who
represented the PAU already at the
first two meetings of this group, the
FFS project manager attended the third
meeting, which took place from 29 May
to 1 June 1995 in Prague (Czech
Republic). The objective of their
attendance of the meeting was, among
other things, to seek the advice of the
SWG members on types of reproductive
health information most needed iIn
transition countries. Their advice will
be used to start activities that may
lead to a new project, "Fertility and
Family Planning Surveys"™ (FFPS). The
objective of the project may be
reproductive health surveys in selected
transition countries to be coordinated
by the PAU during 1996-1999. These
survey activities, which would run
parallel to the continuing FFS
activities, including the programme of
comparative research during the same
period, would involve - among other
things - a reworking of the FFS model
questionnaire (to accommodate specific
reproductive health questions) while at
the same time preserving as much
comparability as possible with the FFS
model questionnaire.
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1. The current UNFPA funding cycle
for the FFS project will end on 31
December 1995. The PAU is currently
negotiating with UNFPA to have the
project extended through 31 March 1996.
The end-of-project meeting has
therefore been scheduled for 18-20
March 1996 rather than for the end of
1995 as originally envisaged by the FFS
project document.The next project phase
is expected to begin on 1 April 1996.

2. Invited to the end-of-project
meeting will be members of the FFS
Informal Working Group (IWG) who
participated 1iIn earlier meetings,
representatives from countries which
joined the FFS project since May 1993,
and selected experts who 1in recent
years took part 1in various inter-
national projects designed to collect
internationally comparable demographic
survey data. Also, invitations will be
extended to representatives of several
international and national
organizations active or interested in
the type of activities of the IWG.

3. The objectives of the end-of-
project meeting will include a review
of FFS project performance during the
past four years and a discussion of

project activities for the next period,
including the work and finalization of
Standard Country Reports. The meeting
will also review and take decisions
concerning a comprehensive programme of
comparative research for the period
1996-1999, a proposal for which has
been developed by the PAU on the basis
of two ad-hoc expert group meetings.
The third day of the meeting will
provide an opportunity to interested
participants to present and discuss FFS
results of in-country or cross-country
comparative studies already undertaken.

4. Recommendations contained in the
feasibility study on a possible FFS in
Austria (see FFS Newsletter 7, July
1995, item 3) have been favourably
received and national as well as
provincial government funds have been
made available. Responsible for
conducting the survey will be the
Austrian Institute of Family Research
together with the European Centre for
Social Welfare Policy and Research. The
target sample will consist of 4,500
women and 1,500 men in the age range of
20 to 54 years. The pretest has been
concluded and after the questionnaire
has been adjusted, Ffieldwork Iis
expected to take until March 1996.



5. Both Finland and Sweden
submitted their FFS Standard Recode
Files (SRF) to the ECE database in
Geneva. After one round of revisions,
both Tfiles were found fit for the
standard tabulation program of the
Integrated System for Survey Analysis
(ISSA). Based on the resulting standard
tables sent to them, Mr. Timo Nikander
of Statistics Finland and Mr. Fredrik
Granstrém of Statistics Sweden are now
drafting their country®s FFS Standard
Country Report.

6. From 25 to 30 September 1995,
the FFS project manager visited the
Center of Demography and the Central
Statistical Office in Riga, Latvia, to
train local staff in the use of ISSA
for entering the Latvian FFS data on
2,700 women and 1,500 men aged 18-49
years which were collected during
September 1995. Data entry will be
ready before the end of the year.

7. Eighteen countries have now
completed their FFS Tfieldwork. An
overview at the back of this Newsletter
illustrates how their questionnaires
compare to the model:
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1. Regular recipients of the FFS
Newsletter and other project materials
will recall that at its fifth meeting
(18-20 March 1996, Geneva), the FFS
Informal Working Group (IWG) decided to
create an Advisory Group (AG) on the
FFS programme of comparative research.
The following individuals were
appointed to this AG: Mr. Gijs Beets
(Netherlands), Mr. Jerzy Holzer
(Poland), Ms. Kathleen Kiernan (United
Kingdom), Mr. Andras Klinger (Hungary),
Ms. Antonella Pinnelli (ltaly), Mr.
Lars @stby (Norway), Mr. Laurent
Toulemon (France), and Messrs. Erik
Klijzing and Miroslav Macura (PAU) as
ex-officio members.

2. The first meeting of this group
took place on 7-8 October 1996 in
Budapest. The host was the Hungarian
Central Statistical Office. Among other
things, the AG recommended to the PAU
to urgently issue a call for research
proposals along with related requests
for FFS data, which will be carried out
in the context of the FFS programme of
comparative research. The call for
proposals will be 1included in the
forthcoming issues of selected
professional journals and newsletters
of professional population

associations. The basic information to
be provided in the call is contained in
the next three paragraphs (see also
http://www.undp.org/popin/popin.htm).

3. Researchers from all countries
participating in the FFS project as
well as those not taking part in it,
who are interested in analyzing the FFS
Standard Recode File (SRF) data
currently available from the FFS
database in Geneva, whether for
purposes of national or cross-national
research, are iInvited to submit their
proposals and corresponding data
requests as soon as possible to the
PAU. The deadline for submitting first-
round proposals will be 1 March 1997,
that for second-round proposals 1
October 1997. Deadlines for subsequent
rounds will be announced in due time.

4. FFS research proposals and their
corresponding data requests should be
submitted through special application
forms. As long as the PAU home page on
the World Wide Web (WwW) is still under
development, copies of such forms can
be obtained from the FFS project
manager. First-round proposals will be
considered by the AG during its next
meeting, 7-8 April 1997, whereas



second-round proposals will be
considered during its meeting on 5
November 1997, just before the Sixth
IWG Meeting, 6-7 November 1997, when
the AG will report to the IWG.

5. Countries for which SRF data are
expected to be(come) available for
comparative research as of the Spring
of 1997 are Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway,
Poland, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden (see
overview at the back of this
Newsletter). SRF data for Estonia,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Switzerland
and the United States of America may
become available in the Fall of 1997.

6. The FFS project manager together
with the Chief of the PAU prepared a
solicited paper on cohabitation and
extra-marital childbearing for
presentation at formal session F20 of
the XXIIl 1USSP General Population
Conference, 11-17 October 1997, Beijing
(China), using FFS Standard Country
Report (SCR) data for 19 participating
countries. The study reveals intriguing
differentials in cohabitation and
extra-marital childbearing patterns and
levels across the countries examined.

7. The ECE and UNFPA recently
reached an agreement on continued UNFPA
support to the FFS project until 30
June 1998. As part of this new phase of
the project, the PAU will embark on a
reproductive health study of FFS data
for Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia, and
possibly other countries as well.
Representatives from these six
countries will, at ECE expense, attend
a training workshop in early 1997 on
reproductive health analysis and then

prepare national reports for
dissemination at meetings with
government officials, programme
administrators and media

representatives. Selected results from
these 1In-depth country reports may
later be compiled in a cross-country
comparative study to be published in
English by the ECE. Researchers
interested in joining this PAU
initiative on reproductive health
analysis are urged to contact the FFS
project manager.
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At its second neeting, 7-8 April 1997 in Rone (ltaly), the FFS Advisory G oup
approved 22 research proposals for the first round of conparative analysis of FFS
data. The identification nunbers of these research proposals, their titles and nain
contact persons and addresses are presented in this special issue of the FFS
Newsl| etter. The next issue, to appear soon hereafter, wll provide additional

i nformation on the FFS progranme of conparative research.

1. Parity-specific fertility
anal ysis and union stability in Austria
wi thin the European context

Wol fgang Lutz, Austrian Institute for
Fam |y Research, Gonzagagasse 19/8, A-
1010 Vienna, Austria.

lutz@i asa. ac. at

2. Conparative analysis of contra-
ceptive behaviours and sterilization
practices

Cat herine de Qui bert-Lantoine, Institut
Nat i onal d' Et udes Dénp- graphi ques, rue
du Commandeur 27, 75675 Paris Cedex 14,
France.

| ant oi ne@ ned. fr

3. A conmparative analysis of the
living arrangenments of families with
children

Lucky  Tedrow, Western  Washi ngton
Uni versi ty, Denogr aphi c Resear ch
Laboratory, Bellingham WA 98225-9081,
United States of Anerica.

t edrow@c. ww. edu
4. Consequences of early child-
beari ng

Lucky  Tedrow, Western  Washi ngton
Uni versi ty, Denogr aphi c Resear ch
Laboratory, Bellingham WA 98225-9081,
United States of Anerica.

t edrow@c. ww. edu

5. Fam |y di sruption in a
conparative perspective

Kat hl een Ki ernan, London School of
Econoni cs, Houghton Street, London WC2A
2AE, United Ki ngdom

k. ki ernan@ se. ac. uk

6. Changing patterns of famly
formation

Kat hl een Ki ernan, London School of
Econoni cs, Houghton Street, London WC2A
2AE, United Ki ngdom

k. ki ernan@ se. ac. uk

7. The changing lives of wonen: a
conparati ve perspective

Melinda MIlls, Population Research
Centre, University of Groningen, P.O
Box 800, 9700 AV G oningen, The
Net her | ands.

mmlls@rw rug.nl

8. Dynamics in the individual
fertility career: country-specific
differentials of the inpact on the
fertility career of the educational,
occupati onal , partner and housing
careers in Western countries

W Ily Bosveld, Departnent of Planning
and Denogr aphy, Uni versity of



Anst erdam N euwe Prinsengracht 130,
1018 VZ Ansterdam The Net herl ands.

bosvel d@vi p. f rw. uva. nl

9. hj ective and subjective soci al
i ndicators of soci al change -
enploynent and fanmily patterns and
attitudes towards fanmily/children

Rol and Habi ch, Social Science Research
Center Berlin, Reichpietschufer 50, D
10785 Berlin, GCermany.

r habi ch@redea. wz- berlin. de

10. Fam |y change and the regul ation
of social inequalities by the Wlfare
State

Beat Fux, Soziol ogisches Institut der
Uni versitat Zirich, Ram strasse 69, CH
8001 Zzurich, Switzerland.

f ux@ozi ol ogi e. uni zh. ch

11. A conparison of recall |apse and
itemnon-response in FFS event history
dat a

Erik Klijzing, Population Activities
Unit, Econonmic Conm ssion for Europe,
Pal ai s des Nations, CH- 1211 CGeneva 10,
Swi tzerl and.

eri k. klizing@nece. org

12. Conparative di fferences in
children's fanily experience: con-
sequences of wunmarried chil dbearing,
cohabi t ati on, marriage and union
stability

Larry Bunpass, University of Wsconsin,
1180 Cbservatory Drive, Mdison W
53706, United States of Anerica.

bunpass@sc. wi sc. edu

13. Di scontinuities and paradoxes of
the famlial nodels in Europe: analysis
and interpretation of selected critical
i ssues

Paol o de Sandr e, Di partinento
Statistico, Universita degli studi di
Padova, Via S. Francesco 33, 35100
Padova, Itali a.

desandre@al . stat. unipd.it

14. Marginal fertility behaviour -
conparative analysis of the timng of
first births: early, late, too late

d audi ne Sauvai n-Dugerdil, Laboratoire
de dénographi e économ que et social e,
Université de Genéve, 2 rue Dancet,
1211 Genéve 4, Suisse.

sauvai n@ bm uni ge. ch

15. Cohabitation and extra-marital
chil dbearing: early FFS evidence

Erik Klijzing, Population Activities
Unit, Econonmic Conmm ssion for Europe,
Pal ai s des Nations, CH 1211 CGeneva 10,
Swi t zer | and.

eri k. klizing@nece. org
16. New forms of reproductive and
famly behavi our in cont enpor ary
Europe: a review of recent findings
An-Magritt Jensen, Norwegian Institute
for Uban and Regi onal Research, P.QO
Box 44 Blindern, N-0313 GCsl o, Norway.

an-magritt.jensen@i br. no

17. The role of the educational and
enpl oynent systens on denographic
behaviour - institutionalization vs.

de-institutionalization of biographies

Gert Hullen, Federal Institute for
Popul ati on Research, Friedrich Ebert
Al l ee 4, 65185 W esbaden, GCernany.

bi b-2499@ - onl i ne. de

18. The decline of nuptiality - a
new gain of privacy or a loss of
private and fanily investnents?

Gert Hullen, Federal Institute for
Popul ati on Research, Friedrich Ebert
Al l ee 4, 65185 W esbaden, GCernany.

bi b-2499@ - onl i ne. de

19. I ndi vidualization and plurali-
zation of living arrangenents and the
duality of famly and gai nf ul
enpl oynent in Europe

Jurgen Dorbritz, Federal Institute for
Popul ati on Research, Friedrich Ebert
Al l ee 4, 65185 W esbaden, GCernany.

bi b-2499@ - onl i ne. de

20. The changi ng dynamics of wunion
formation

Pierre Turcotte, Popul ation Studies and
Training Center, Brown University, Box
1916, Provi dence, Rhode Island, United
States of America 02912.

pierre_turcotte@rown. edu

21. Eur opean variation in the timng
of first births and education

Gjs Beet s, Net her | ands Inter-
di sci plinary Denographic Institute,
P.O Box 11650, 2502 AR The Hague, The
Net her | ands.

beet s@i di . nl



22. Transition into adulthood in
Europe: froma matter of standard to a
matter of choice

Martine Corijn, Population and Famly
Study Centre, Markiesstraat 1, B-1000
Brussel s, Bel gi um

cbgs@ nnet . be
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Klijzing, FFS project manager, PAU, UN ECE, Palais des Nations, CH 1211 CGeneva 10, tel ephone + 41 22 917
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CALL

FOR RESEARCH PROPGCSALS
ON COVPARATI VE ANALYSI S
OF FFS DATA

SECOND ROUND

Standard Recode Files (SRF) containing Fertility and Family Survey (FFS) data
collected in recent years under the auspices of the Population Activities Unit (PAU)
of the United Nations Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe are now avail able for analysis
by the international research conmunity.

Each SRF contains individual-level, depersonalized data on a wi de range of topics,
i ncluding event history data on union formation and dissolution, live births and
ot her pregnancy outcomes, as well as education and work. In addition, each file also
contains information on household conposition, the parental home, contraception

fertility preferences, and various val ues and beliefs.

Researchers interested in analyzing these SRF data as part of the FFS programe of
conparative research are invited to subnit their research proposals and
correspondi ng data requests to:

Popul ation Activities Unit
Room 439
Pal ai s des Nations
CH- 1211 Geneva 10

Copi es of application forms for FFS research proposal s/ data requests can be obtained
via http://ww. unece. org/ deap/ pau/ffs/applicat.htm (see at the back of this
newsl etter for an overview of the new FFS hone page), or from the FFS project
manager at (41 22) 917 2477 (telephone), (41 22) 917 0101/0309 (telefax) or
erik.klizing@nece.org (e-mail).

Research proposal s requiring individual -level data should be subnmitted on these PAU
application fornms. The applications will be considered by the Advisory G oup on the
FFS programme of conparative research at its third nmeeting, 5 Novenber 1997. The
deadl i ne for submi ssion of second-round applications will be 1 Cctober 1997 and
applicants will be notified of the outcome by 1 Decenber 1997. For approved
applications, copies of the SRF data and rel evant docunmentation will be dispatched
by the PAU i medi ately after the receipt of signed confidentiality pledges.




Requests for aggregate-level data prepared for FFS Standard Country Reports, which
should also be nade using these application fornms, are not subject to the FFS
Advi sory Group review and will be processed as pronptly as possible.



PAU HOME PAGE

FFS HOME PAGE]

http://www.unece.org/deap/pau

http://www.unece.org/deap/pau/f_homel.htm

FFS PROJECT
MANAGER

SELECTED CERTAIN INFORMAL (IWG) FFS
MEMBER ACTIVITIES... WORKING GROUP NEWSLETTER
SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE DATA STANDARD (SRF) |__|COMPARATIVE STANDARD (SCR) IWG RESOLUTION FFSNEWS1.LET
DESIGN DESIGN ENTRY RECODE FILES ANALYSIS COUNTRY REPORT MEMBERS | |DOCUMENT FFSNEWS2.LET
[ [ FFSNEWS3.LET
T | | FFSNEWS4.LET
IMPLEMENTATION FFS MODEL “BLUE" V001-014 | [APPLICATION ADVISORY ||REFERENCE COUNTRY FFSNEWS5.LET
SCORES QUESTIONNAIRE | [MANUAL V101-112 | |FORM GROUP LIST FFSNEWS6.LET
V113-124 FFSNEWS7.LET
V201-215 FFSNEWSS8.LET
FEMALE MODEL V218-230 FFSNEWS9.LET
QUESTIONNAIRE V301-309 TABLE 1 FFSNEWS10.LET
V314-322 TABLE 2 FFSNEWS11.LET
V401-414 TABLE...
V501-517 TABLE 35
V518-526 TABLE 36
V602-617
V701-707
V708-721
V801-810
V812-821
V921-933
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FFS is the acronymfor Fertility and Fanily Surveys now bei ng conducted in selected nenber countries of the
Uni ted Nations Econom c Commission for Europe (UNVECE). Certain activities relating to the surveys are being
carried out under the auspices of a project inplenented by the Population Activities Unit (PAU) of the
Di vision for Econonic Analysis and Projections (DEAP), UN ECE, with financial assistance fromthe United
Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA). The title of this project is "Fertility and Family Surveys in Countries
of the ECE Region". The FFS Newsletter is published periodically by the PAU to inform nenbers of the FFS
Informal Working Goup and other interested individuals of recent FFS project devel opnents. Persons wi shing
to have their name added to the FFS mailing list should contact M. Mroslav Macura, Chief, or M. Erik
Klijzing, FFS project manager, PAU, UN ECE, Palais des Nations, CH 1211 CGeneva 10, tel ephone + 41 22 917
2764/ 2477, telefax + 41 22 917 0101/0309, e-nmmil erik.klizing@mnece.org.

At its third nmeeting, 5 Novenber 1997 in Ceneva (Switzerland), the FFS Advisory
Group approved 24 research proposals for the second round of conparative anal ysis
of FFS data. The identification nunbers of these research proposals, their titles
and rmai n contact persons and addresses are presented in this special issue of the
FFS Newsletter. For first-round proposals, see FFS Newsletter 10 (April 1997).
Second- and first-round FFS researchers with sinilar topics are strongly encouraged

to contact each other so as to avoid overl ap.

24, Case studies of rapid fertility
declines to bel ow repl acenent

John A. Ross, The Futures Goup Int.,
80 d astonbury Blvd., @ astonbury, CT
06033, United States of America.

j.ross@fgi.com

25. The changi ng dynamics of wunion
formation

Pierre Turcotte, Statistics Canada, 7-
c2, Jean Talon Buil ding, Otawa,
Ontario K1A 0T6, Canada.

turcpi e@tatcan. ca

26. Uncertainty, expectations or
i nstitutional change: what causes the
fertility decline in Eastern Germany
and Eastern Europe?

Hans- Peter Kohl er, MPI for Denobgraphic
Research, Doberaner Str. 114, 18057
Rost ock, Gernany.

kohl er @enogr. npg. de
27. The inpact of female [|abour
force participation on the timng of
births, a conparative analysis
M. Marc Callens, Population and Fam |y
Study Centre, Markiesstraat 1,
B- 1000 Brussels, Bel gium

mar c. cal | ens@dval vas. be

28. Devel opnent of fanmilies in the
Bal tic region

Peteris Zvidrins, Dpt. of Denography,
University of Lat vi a, 19 Rainis
Boul evard, LV 1586 Riga, Latvia.

zvidrins@anet.|lv

29. Conpl ex paternal roles in Europe
and North America

Eva Ber nhar dt , Denogr aphy Unit,
St ockhol m Uni versity, 106 91 Stockhol m
Sweden.

eva. ber nhar dt @uda. su. se

30. Conparative di fferences in
fertility behaviour and reproductive
val ues/ beliefs between married and
cohabi ti ng unions

Majda Cernic I stenic, Scientific
Research Center of the Slovenian
Academny of Science and Arts, Cosposka
13, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Zrc@rc-sazu. si

31. The inpact of age at first
birth, definite childlessness and the
occurrence of third births in

determining the level of fertility

Ronal d Schoenmaeckers, Popul ation and
Famly Study Centre, Markiesstraat 1,
1000 Brussel s, Bel gi um



cbgs@ nnet . be

32. Changes in contraceptive
behavi our during the second denographic
transition

Irma-Leena Notkola, Dpt. of Public
Health and General Practice, University
of Kuopio, P.O Box 1627, 70211 Kuopi o,
Fi nl and.

not kol a@iku. fi

33. Reproductive health in countries
in transition: a workshop

Lynda C arke, Centre for Population
St udi es, London School of Hygi ene and
Tropi cal Medicine, 99 GCower Street,
London WC1E 6AZ, United Ki ngdom

| .clarke@ sht m ac. uk

34. Attitudes towards nmarriage and
cohabitation and levels of fertility:
conparative anal ysis

El i zabet h Br own, Institut de
Dénographie de | ' Université Paris I, 22
rue Vauquelin, 75005 Paris, France.

cridup@niv-parisl. fr

35. Educat i onal honogany, sexual
di vi sion of |abour and divorce

Hans- Pet er Bl ossf el d, Sfb186,
Uni versitat Brenen, Postfach 330 440,
D- 28334 Brenen, GCernmany.

hpb@f b186. uni - br enen. de

36. Avoi dabl e cancer in Europe:
estinmating cause-attributable fractions

Paol a Pisani, International Agency for
Research on Cancr, 150 Cours ALbert-
Thomas, 69372 Lyon, Cedex 08, France.

pi sani @arc. fr

37. Intergenerational continuities
in fertility behaviour

M chael Murphy, Popul ation Studies,
Dpt. of Social Policy, London School of
Econoni cs, Houghton Street, London WC2A
2AE, United Ki ngdom

m nur phy @ se. ac. uk

38. Towards a world popul ation
systen?

Davi d Col enan, Dpt. of Applied Soci al
Studies, Barnett House, Wellington
Square, Oxford OX1 2ER, UK

davi d. col eman@ocr es. ox. ac. uk

39. Post - modern
preferences

fertility

Dirk J. van de Kaa, Van Hogenhouckl aan
63, 2596 TB The Hague, The Net herl ands.

40. A conparative analysis of entry
into first sexual intercourse and the
use of contraceptive nethods

Dunja bersnel Kveder, Scientific
Research Center of the Slovenian
Academny of Science and Arts, Cosposka
13, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia.

zrc@rc-sazu. si

41. Changing patterns of famly
formation in EU-nenber countries

Aart Lief broer, Net herl ands Inter-
di sciplinary Denographic Institute,
P. 0 Box 11650, 2502 AR The Hague, The
Net her | ands.

I'i ef broer @i di. nl

42. Family policy and types of
f emal e- headed fami |y househol ds

Faith Dasko, Sfb186, Uni versi t at
Br enen, Postfach 330 440, D- 28334
Brenmen, Gernmany.

f dasko@f b186. uni - br enen. de

43. Leavi ng hore and famly
formati on anong young adults: a cross-
nati onal conparison

Ann Berri ngton, Dpt . of Soci al
Statistics, University of Southanpton,
Sout hanpt on S017 1BJ, United Ki ngdom

anb6@ot on. ac. uk

44, Patterns of change in famly
formation in the socialist and
transition period: the case of Hungary
and Pol and

Ewa Fratczak, Institute of Statistics
and Denography, A . N epodl egl osci 162,
02-554 Warsaw, Pol and.

45, Denographic change in central
and eastern Eur ope during the
transition to market econonies

M roslav Macura, Popul ation Activities
Unit, Econonmic Conmm ssion for Europe,
CH 1211 CGeneva 10, Switzerl and.

nm rosl av. macur a@nece. org
46. One or many patterns? A
conparative study of period parity-
progression ratios in FFS countries
Ni chol as Barkal ov, Devel opnment G oup
Int., 700 North Fairfax Street,
Al exandria, VA 22314, USA

dgmai n@evgr oup. com

47. I nfluence of governnent policy



on the timng and nunber of births in
West ern Eur ope

Johan Del beke, Dpt. of Economics, Stony
Br ook, NY 11794-4384, USA

j del beke@cvm sunysb. edu
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CALL

FOR RESEARCH PROPGCSALS
ON COMPARATI VE ANALYSI S
OF FFS DATA

THI RD ROUND

Submi ssi on deadl i nes:

1 February 1998
1 May 1998

1 August 1998
1 Novenber 1998

Standard Recode Files (SRF) containing Fertility and Family Survey (FFS) data
collected in recent years under the auspices of the Population Activities Unit (PAU)
of the United Nations Econom c Conmission for Europe (ECE) are now avail able for
anal ysis by the international research comunity.

Each SRF contains individual-level, depersonalized data on a wi de range of topics,
including event history data on union formation and dissolution, live births and
ot her pregnancy outcomes, as well as education and work. In addition, each file also
contains information on household conposition, the parental honme, contraception,
fertility preferences, and various val ues and beliefs.

Researchers interested in analyzing these SRF data as part of the third round of the
FFS programre of conparative research are invited to subnit their research proposal s
and correspondi ng data requests on special application forms to:

Popul ation Activities Unit
Room 351
Pal ai s des Nations
CH- 1211 Geneva 10

Copies of these application forns can be obtained from the FFS hone page at
htt p: // ww. unece. or g/ deap/ pau/ ffs/applicat.htm or fromthe FFS project nanager at
(41 22) 917 2477 (t el ephone), (41 22) 917 0101/ 0309 (tel efax),
erik.klizing@nece.org (e-mail). Proposals and requests will be reviewed by the FFS
Advisory Goup within 1 nmonth of each of the above submission deadlines. For
approved applications, copies of the requested SRF data and rel evant docunentation
will be dispatched inmmediately after duly signed confidentiality pledges have been
received.



Only proposals for specific, well-defined conparative research projects with finite
time franmes will be accepted. For this third round, the AG will welconme in
particul ar proposals for analysis of sel ected nethodol ogi cal issues affecting cross-
nati onal conparability of results, such as national differences in:

- total non-response;

- sanmpling frame used

- sanpling errors

- sel ecting single- versus five-year birth cohorts;

- interviewing 1 or nore than 1 respondent (e.g., partners) per househol d;
- coll ecting event histories (connected versus di sconnected);

- post-stratification weighting; and

- i nputati on of m ssing and/or inplausible data.

It is envisaged that an international conference on substantive fertility and fanmily
i ssues, to be organized as part of the FFS project possibly early in the year 2000,
wi Il have one or nore sessions dedicated to these and other methodol ogi cal issues.

Countries for which SRF data are currently avail able for cross-national conparative
research are: Austria, Belgium Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, lItaly,
Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. SRF
data for additional countries are expected to becone available in the course of
1998.

For lists of topics already covered under the first and second round of the FFS
programre of conparative research, see FFS Newsletters 10 and 12 on the FFS hone
page: http://ww. unece. org/ deap/ pau/ffs/f_h_3. htm
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of the United Nations Economni ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe (UVECE). Certain activities relating to the surveys
are being carried out under the auspices of a project inplenmented by the Population Activities Unit (PAU)
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Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA). The title of this project is "Fertility and Fam |y Surveys in Countries of the ECE
Regi on". The FFS Newsletter is published periodically by the PAU to inform nenbers of the FFS I|nformal
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The FFS Advisory Goup (AG has so far approved 8 research proposals as part of the
third round of conparative analysis of FFS data. The identification nunbers of these
proposal s, their titles and main contact persons and addresses are presented in this
special issue of the FFS Newsletter (see also overleaf). In addition to its
conti nuing work on the FFS progranme of conparative research, the AG al so started
preparations for the FFS Fl agship Conference (see FFS Newsletter 15).

48. Consensual unions in Wstern fam |y planning: a conparative analysis
Eur ope based on FFS evidence

Frank Eisele, Universitat Konstanz, Li bor Stloukal, Institute of Popul ation
Fachgruppe Sozi ol ogi e, Fach D 33, 78457 Studies, University of Exeter, 101
Konst anz, Gernany. Pennsyl vania road, Exeter, EX4 6DT,

Uni ted Ki ngdom
frank. ei sel e@ni - konst anz. de
| . stl oukal @xeter. ac. uk
49. Unnmet fanmily planning needs in
Eur ope? 53. Fertility and reproductive
preferences in devel oped countries
Erik Klijzing, Population Activities

Unit, Econonmic Conmm ssion for Europe, John Bongaarts, The Popul ati on Council,

Pal ai s des Nations, CH 1211 Ceneva 10, One Dag Hammarskj 6l d Plaza, New York,

Swi t zerl and. NY 10017, United States of Anerica.
eri k. klizing@nece. org j bongaart s@opcouncil .org

50. Popul ation decline and parity 54. Fat hers' invol venent in parent-

distribution in low fertility countries ing and fertility expectations in

Cer many

Nada Chaya, Population Action Inter-

national, 1120 19th St. NW Suite 550, El wood Carl son, Depart ment of

Washi ngton, DC 20036, United States of Soci ol ogy, Uni versity of Sout h

Anmeri ca. Carolina, Colunbia, SC 29208, United

States of Anerica.
nchaya@opact. org
carl son@arnet. cl a. sc. edu

51. The negative effects of grow ng
up in a non-intact fanmly and fanmily 55. A conparative study concerning
policy in cross-national perspective famly and household structures of

young adults in Gernmany and ltaly
Jonat han Make, 5609 SE Mtchell Street,
Portland, OR 97206, United States of Karl U  Mayer, Max Planck Institute for
Aneri ca. Human Devel opnent, Lentzeallee 94, D

14195 Berlin, GCermany.
j onat han. davi d. make@i rect ory. r eed. edu

mayer @rpi b- ber | i n. npg. de

52. Eur opean East-West contrasts in
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ADVANCE NOTI CE AND CALL FOR PAPERS

E
Fg FLAGSHI P CONFERENCE

PARTNERSHI P AND FERTI LI TY - A REVOLUTI ON?

Brussel s, Bel gi um
29-31 May 2000

Preanbl e Bet ween 1988 and 1997, as part of the Fertility and Famly Surveys
(FFS) project co-ordinated by the Population Activities Unit (PAU) of the United
Nat i ons Economni ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe (ECE), cross-national conparable data on
fertility and the fanily have been collected in 22 ECE Menber States. These surveys
have generated a wealth of information for a better description and expl anation of
recent changes in partnership and fertility behaviour in this part of the world. On
31 Decenber 1999 the FFS project, generously supported by the United Nations
Popul ation Fund (UNFPA) since 1992, will come to an end. To mark that event the FFS
Informal Working Goup (IW5 consisting of representatives from all countries
participating in the FFS project) has decided to organise an end-of-project
conference. It has entrusted the FFS Advisory Goup (AG responsible for providing
gui dance to the PAU on the FFS progranme of conparative research) with its
organi sation. The conference, which will take stock of what is known from FFS as
well as from other data on new partnership and fertility behaviour patterns in
Europe and North America, will be held from29 to 31 May in the year 2000. It will
be hosted by the Population and Fam |y Study Centre (CBGS) in Brussels, Belgium The
general theme of the conference will be: "Partnership and fertility - a revol ution?"

Nat ur e This FFS Fl agship Conference will be a scientific conference addressing
substantive fertility and famly issues, their developnments over tine and their
dynanmics froma conparative perspective. It will also discuss policy inplications.
Five issues have been identified for plenary address (see Conference Programe
bel ow). There will be no parallel sessions nor sinultaneous translations; the
of ficial conference | anguage will be English.

Structure The conference will be opened by a representative of the Belgian
Governnent, followed by statenents of other representatives. Thereafter, the
scientific programme wll consist of 2 opening keynote addresses, 5 plenary
sessions, and 1 concluding keynote address. Each keynote address will take 30
m nut es maxi mum each plenary session 3 hours maxinmum for a total conference
duration of 3 days. The weekend prior to the conference will be reserved for the

arrival and registration of participants, set-up of poster presentations and ot her
necessary preparations.



Each plenary session will start with the presentation of a solicited paper by a
wel | - known popul ation scientist who will speak on the subject for about 30 ninutes.
This will be followed by a presentation/discussion of a selection of the best papers
contributed to each session. Thereafter, the floor will be open for general debate.
A chairperson will be responsible for ensuring that the session's progranme is
adhered to. In-between plenary sessions there wll be tinme to visit poster
presentations.

Paper s Qutlines for papers to be contributed should be submtted to the
Conference Secretariat as soon as possible but not later than 31 July 1999. Qutlines
will be 1 page nmaxi num providing information on at |east the follow ng:

1) sessi on nunber and title for which the paper is intended;

2) nanme, institutional affiliation, address, position, telephone, fax and e-nmil
address of the author(s);

3) tentative title of the paper;

4) the issue(s) to be addressed by the paper;

5) nmet hod(s) to be enpl oyed,;

6) data source(s) to be used; and, if applicable,

7) countries to be conpared.

Qutlines proposing co-operation between participants in different projects of the
FFS programme of conparative research who are working on related topics will be
particularly welconmed. In Septenber 1999, based on their outlines as submtted,
authors will then be inforned to start preparing their paper, either as proposed or
sonmrehow nodi fi ed.

Papers shoul d be subnitted to the Conference Secretariat by 29 February 2000 at the
latest. Gven the nature of the conference, all papers will be expected to be
original, witten in English, and - particularly if intended for session 1, 2 or 3 -
conparative, issue-driven, and, when possible, to draw policy inplications and/or
assess the inpact of existing policies.

Copies of solicited papers will be distributed prior to the conference, whereas
authors of contributed papers will be expected to bring 100+ copies with them
Solicited papers will not exceed 8,000 words maxi mum (30 pages), including graphs,
tabl es and references, whereas contributed papers will not exceed 5,000 words (20
pages).

Dat a Aut hors wishing to contribute a paper based in part or in full on FFS

i ndividual -1 evel data that are not yet at their disposal are advised to apply for
them as soon as possible. Application forns as well as other materials related to
the FFS programme of conparative research are available fromthe FFS honepage at
http://ww. unece. org/ ead/ pau/ ffs/fchart.htm

Publications It is envisaged that outlines of all contributed papers wll be
published in a booklet to be nade avail able at the registration desk. Furthernore,
keynot e addresses and solicited papers will be comercially published as an edited
volune after the conference. A second volunme to be published comercially wll
contain a selection of the best contributed papers, 2 to 3 per session.

Fi nances Funds permtting, travel grants to authors of contributed papers from
countries in central and eastern Europe will be nade avail able on a sel ective basis.
Al'l other participants will be expected to attend at their own cost.

Organi sing Conmittee The Organising Comrittee currently consists of M. Gjs

Beets, M. Jerzy Holzer, M. Kathleen Kiernan, M. Erik Klijzing, M. Andras
Klinger, M. Mroslav Macura, M. Lars Gtby, Ms. Antonella Pinnelli and M. Laurent
Toul enon as AG nenbers, and of M. Pierre Turcotte and M. Ronald Schoennaeckers as
I WG nenbers. The Conference Secretariat is |located at:

Popul ation Activities Unit
FFS Fl agshi p Conference
Pal ai s des Nati ons
1211 Geneva 10
Swi tzerl and

41 22 917 2477/0101 (phone/ fax)
erik.klizing@nece.org (e-mail)



Conf erence Programe

Monday, 29 May Opening of the Conference by a Representative of the Bel gian
Mor ni ng Gover nnment

Opening statenents by other officials

Keynote address: "Fertility and partnership developnments in
Europe and North America in the 1990s"

M roslav Macura

Keynote address: "Origin and history of the FFS project:
achi evenments and limtations"

Robert i quet

Monday, 29 May Pl enary session 1. "Partnership behaviour"

Af t ernoon
Andras Klinger (chairperson)
Kat hl een Ki ernan (author of solicited paper)
Erik Klijzing (discussant of contributed papers)

Tuesday, 30 May Pl enary session 2: "Fertility behaviour"
Mor ni ng

Martine Corijn (chairperson)

John Hobcraft (author of solicited paper)

Jerzy Hol zer (discussant of contributed papers)

Tuesday, 30 May Pl enary session 3: "Partnership and fertility behaviours as
Aft er noon i nter-dependent processes”

Henri Leridon (chairperson)
Antonella Pinnelli (author of solicited paper)
An- Magritt Jensen (discussant of contributed papers)

Wednesday, 31 May Plenary session 4: "New approaches and nethodol ogi cal Morning
innovations in the study of partnership and fertility behaviour"

G gi Santow (chairperson)
Dani el Courgeau (aut hor of solicited paper)
Wl f gang Lutz (discussant of contributed papers)

Wednesday, 31 May Plenary session 5 "The role of survey, in particular FFS
Af t ernoon and other data in contenporary fertility and partnership
research, and future data and theory requirenents”

Lars Osthby (chairperson)

Frances ol dschei der (author of solicited paper)
Larry Bunpass (discussant of contributed papers)

Keynote address: "Future directions for fertility and
partnership research: an agenda for the 21st century"

Ron Lest haeghe
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FFS is the acronymfor Fertility and Family Surveys conducted in recent years in selected nmenber countries
of the United Nations Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe (UNVECE). Certain activities relating to the surveys
are being carried out under the auspices of a project inplenmented by the Popul ation Activities Unit (PAU)
of the Economic Analysis Division (EAD), UNECE, wth financial assistance from the United Nations
Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA). The title of this project is "Fertility and Famly Surveys in Countries of the ECE
Regi on". The FFS Newsletter is published periodically by the PAU to inform menbers of the FFS Infornal
Working Goup (WG and other interested individuals of recent FFS project devel opments. Persons w shing
to have their name added to the FFS mailing list should contact M. Mroslav Macura, Chief, or M. Erik
Klijzing, FFS project manager, PAU, UN ECE, Palais des Nations, CH 1211 CGeneva 10, tel ephone + 41 22 917

2764/ 2477, telefax + 41 22 917 0101/0309, e-mail
is http://ww. unece. org/ead/ pau/ffs/fchart.htm

erik.klizing@mnece.org. The address of the FFS homepage

1. The FFS Standard Country Report
(SCR) on Spain has been published as
No. 10i in the Economic Studies series
of the Economic Analysis Division
(EAD) , Uni t ed Nat i ons Econoni ¢
Commi ssion for Europe (ECE), and will
soon be distributed. The SCR on Hungary
will be printed as No. 10j. Thereafter
will cone, in order of receipt for
final editing and desktop publi shing,

11) Canada (No. 10k)
12) Bel gi um (No. 10I)
13) Swi tzerl and (No. 10m
14) Ger many (No. 10n)
15) Est oni a (No. 100)
16) Italy (No. 10p).

Reports for Slovenia and Portugal are
currently being reviewed, the one for
Lithuania revised. Expectations are
that by the tinme the FFS end-of - proj ect
Fl agshi p Conference takes place, in My
2000, the SCR publication programe
wi || have been conpl et ed.

2. Resear chers i nterested in
contributing papers to the FFS Fl agship
Conference are kindly rem nded that the
deadline for submtting paper outlines
is 31 July 1999 (see FFS Newsletter 15,
Novenber 1998). Qutlines should be sent
to the Population Activities Unit,
C. 403, Palais des Nations, CH 12|]
Ceneva 10.

3. Four nore third-round proposals
for conparative analysis of FFS data
have been received and approved by the
FFS Advisory Group since Cctober 1998.
The proposal s whi ch have been nunbered
56 to 59 are:

Conmparative analysis of the non-
response bias in FFS (no. 56). Andrej
Kveder, Institute of Medical Sciences,

Scientific Research Centre of the
Sl oveni an Acadeny of Science and Arts,
Novi trg 5, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia.

andrej . kveder @at i . si

Child well -being, fanmly structure and
the Welfare State (no. 57). Patrick
Heuvel i ne, Popul ati on Research Center,
NORC & the University of Chicago, 1155
E. 60" Street, Chicago, IL 60637,
United States of Anerica.

p- heuvel i ne@ichi cago. edu

Contraceptive use: patterns and
attitudes in European countries (no.
58). Ralf E. Urich, Schoénholzer Weg
3a, 13158 Berlin, Gernany.

ral f.ulrich@ow . hu-berlin.de

A conparative study concerning the
changing of partnership in western
Europe (no. 59). Laurence Charton, 22
rue de Rosheim 67000 Strasbourg,
France.

| chart on@uol . com

4. Agreenents have been signed with
the appropriate authorities in the
Czech Republic and Portugal on the use
of their FFS data in the FFS progranme
of conmparative research. Researchers
participating in this progranme and
interested in using these data are
kindly requested to contact the FFS
proj ect manager. Special confidential -
ity pledges will not be needed.

5. As part of the FFS progranmme of
comparative research, close to 400
i ndi vidual -1 evel data sets have so far
been di sseni nat ed to sone 40
researchers in 15 different countries



(see overleaf). These nunbers are
expected to increase further as the
programe continues. Aggregate-|evel
data are routinely added to the FFS
honepage.
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FFS is the acronymfor Fertility and Family Surveys conducted in recent years in selected nmenber countries
of the United Nations Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe (UNVECE). Certain activities relating to the surveys
are being carried out under the auspices of a project inplenmented by the Popul ation Activities Unit (PAU)
of the Economic Analysis Division (EAD), UNECE, wth financial assistance from the United Nations
Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA). The title of this project is "Fertility and Famly Surveys in Countries of the ECE
Regi on". The FFS Newsletter is published periodically by the PAU to inform menbers of the FFS Infornal
Working Goup (WG and other interested individuals of recent FFS project devel opments. Persons w shing
to have their name added to the FFS mailing list should contact M. Mroslav Macura, Chief, or M. Erik
Klijzing, FFS project manager, PAU, UN ECE, Palais des Nations, CH 1211 CGeneva 10, tel ephone + 41 22 917

2764/ 2477, telefax + 41 22 917 0101/0309, e-mail
is http://ww. unece. org/ead/ pau/ffs/fchart.htm

erik.klizing@mnece.org. The address of the FFS homepage

1. Erik Klijzing has accepted a
seni or research position at a
university in Germany and wll |eave

the PAU as FFS project manager as of 1
Sept ember 1999. Arrangenents for his
repl acenent are being finalised.

2. Statistics Netherlands (CBS) has
agreed to the release by the PAU of
Dut ch FFS dat a to researchers
participating in the FFS programe of
conmparative research wunder approved
project nunmbers. A list of 33 such
researchers interested in their use has
been communicated to the CBS. They will
shortly receive an application form for
a bilateral contract with the CBS. Once
compl eted, signed and returned to the
CBS, this formw |l then pave the way
for data rel ease by the PAU. Currently
available in Geneva however are only
the original FFS data, although their
docunentation is in English. The data
come as SPSS export files, one for
4,516 wonen with 349 variabl es, and one
for 3,705 nmen with 185 variables. It
will still be a while before a Dutch
FFS Standard Recode File (SRF) may
become avail abl e.

3. Dimter Philipov of Bulgaria has
finished preparing his country's SRF,
whi ch is now avail abl e for conparative
analysis. The sane is true for the SRF
of the United States of America
Researchers participating in the FFS
progranme of conparative research and
interested in these FFS data are kindly
requested to contact the FFS project
manager. FFS inplenentation details on
both surveys are available on the FFS
honepage.

4. Researchers wishing to con-
tribute a spontaneous paper to the FFS
Fl agshi p Conference (see the advance

notice and call for papers in FFS
Newsl etter 15, Novenber 1998) are
rem nded that outlines are due by 31
July 1999 at the latest. Qutlines
received after this deadline will not
be considered by the Oganising
Committee. Paper outlines should be 1
page maxi num providing information on
(i) session nunber and title for which
the paper is intended; (ii) nane,
institutional affiliation, address,
position, telephone, fax and e-nail
address  of the author(s); (iii)
tentative title of the paper; (iv) the
i ssue(s) to be addressed by the paper;
(v) nethod(s) to be enployed; (vi) data
source(s) to be used; and, i f
applicable, (vii) «countries to be
conpar ed.

5. Two nore third-round proposals
for conparative analysis of FFS data
have been approved by the FFS Advi sory
Goup (AG since April 1999:

Reproductive behaviour in wonen after
i nduced abortion and Ilabour - a
conmpari son of FFS with Russian data
(no. 60), by Ms. Ekaterina Vikhlyaeva,
Resear ch Centre of ostetrics,
Gynaecol ogy and Perinatol ogy, Russian
Acadeny of Medical Sciences, Oparin
str. 4, 117815 Moscow, Russi an
Feder ati on.

e. vi khl yaeva@t u-net.ru

Life-courses in the globalisation
process (no. 61), by M. Jens-Thorsten
Sonmer , Facul ty of Soci ol ogy,
University of Bielefeld, P.O  Box
100131, D- 33501 Biel efel d.

t hor st en. sommer @ost . uni - bi el ef el d. de

6. The FFS Standard Country Report



for Lithuania has been revised and will
be published as no. 17 in the Econonic
Studies series (see overleaf for a

conpl ete project overview as of June
1999).
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FFS is the acronym for Fertility and Family Surveys conducted in recent years in selected member countries of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UN/ECE). Certain activities relating to the surveys are being carried out under the auspices of a project implemented
by the Population Activities Unit (PAU) of the Economic Anaysis Division (EAD), UN/ECE, with financia assistance from the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The title of this project is "Fertility and Family Surveys in Countries of the ECE Region”. The FFS
Newdletter is published periodicaly by the PAU to inform members of the FFS Informal Working Group (IWG) and other interested
individuals of recent FFS project developments. Persons wishing to have their name added to the FFS mailing list should contact Mr. Miroslav
Macura, Chief, or Ms. Martine Corijn, FFS project manager, PAU, UN/ECE, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, telephone + 41 22 917

2764/2477, telefax + 41 22 917 0101/0309, e-mail
http://www.unece.org/ead/pau/ffs/fchart.ntm.

martine.corijn@unece.org. The address of the FFS homepage is

1. Formally the FFS project ended in
Decenber 1999. Being in the stage of
conpl eting the 1996-1999 project and
launching a 2000-2003 project, we
still want to share with you some
informati on on the FFS project.

2. Martine Corijn has accepted the
position of FFS Project Manager at

the PAU as of 6 Septenber 1999.

3. As an end of project event an FFS
Fl agship Conference wll take place
in Brussels (Belgiun) from 29 to 31
May 2000. More information on this
conference can be found on the FFS
Web-site at
wWww. unece. or g/ ead/ pau/ fl ag.

4. Since June 1999, the Standard
Recode Files from Bulgaria, New
Zeal and, t he United St at es of
Anerica and Estoni a becane
avai | abl e. Researchers participating
in the FFS programme of conparative
research and interested in these FFS
data are kindly requested to contact
t he FFS pr oj ect nmanager . The
St andard Recode File of Greece is in
preparation. Contrary to the nessage
in the previous FFS Newsletter, the
St andard Recode File of t he
Net herl ands is not yet avail abl e.

5. The Standard Country Reports of
Bel gium and of Switzerland are
avai | abl e. Researchers interested in
extra copies are kindly requested to
contact the FFS project nmanager.
Having no longer an editor at the

PAU, due to budgetary restrictions,

ot her arrangenents had to be | ooked
for. The Standard Country Reports of

Estoni a, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal

and Slovenia are in the process of

being edited. Having no Ilonger a
deskt op publisher at the PAU, due to
budget ary restrictions, extra
resources are being |ooked for to do
the desktop publishing of these five
Standard Country Reports. A second
draft of the Standard Country Report

of New Zealand is in preparation. A
first draft of t he Bul gari an
St andard Country Report is in
preparati on.

6. Several proposals for conparative
analysis of FFS data have been
approved by the FFS Advisory G oup
(AG since August 1999:

Conparative analysis of differences
in desired and realised fertility
(no. 62) by C Van Peer, Population
and Fam |y St udy Center,
Mar ki esstraat 1, 1000 Brussel s,
Bel gi um

K. v. peer @worl donline. be

Abortion in European countries -
policies and acceptance (no. 63) by
J. Rol of f, Feder al Institute for
Popul ati on Research, Friedrich Ebert
All ee 4, 65185 W esbaden, GCernany.

juliane.rol of f@tatistik-bund. de




The decline of the fertility rates
in Mddle Eastern Europe after 1989
(no. 64) by Y. N ephaus, Institute
of Soci ol ogy, Uni versity of
Hei del ber g, Sandgasse, 9, 69117
Hei del berg, Gernany.

yaseni ne. ni ephaus@ir z. uni -
hei del berg. de

The pluralization of l'iving
arrangenents and fanily forms (no.
65) by J. Briderl and S. Aisenbrey,
Mannhei m Centre for European Soci al
Resear ch, MZES, 68131 Mannhei m
Ger many.

sil ke. ai senbrey@mees. uni - mannhei m de

Household Dynamics of the El derly
using a mcrosinulation nethod (no.
66) by T. Arnstrong, Max Planck
Institute for Denographic Research,
Dober aner Strasse 114, 18057
Rost ock, Germany.

ar nst rong@enogr . npg. de

Achi eving partnership in sexual and
reproductive health (no. 67) by J.E
Darroch, S. Singh, A Bankole, The
Alan Guttmacher Institute, 120 Wall
Street, New York, NY 10005, USA.

j edarroch@gi - usa. org

FFS Eval uation: conparability of the
dat abase (no. 68) by P. Festy, |NED,
133 Boul evard Davout, 75980 Paris
Cedex 20, France.

festy@ned. fr

7. Project 68 will support the PAU
in complying with the request of the
Conference of European Statisticians
to have the 1990s survey round
evaluated before starting any next
survey round.
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FFS is the acronym for Fertility and Family Surveys conducted in recent years in selected member countries of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE). Certain activities relating to the surveys are being carried out under the auspices of a
project implemented by the Population Activities Unit (PAU) of the Economic Analysis Division (EAD), UN/ECE, with financia
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1. Formally the FFS project ended on 31
Decenber 1999. Therefore, this is the |ast
issue of the FFS Newsletter. V& are grateful
to Bik Kijzing who has been infornming you
twce a year on the progress of the FS
project by this Newsletter.

2. In January 2000 a new programme - cal |l ed
the Generations and Gender Programme (G3P) -

was | aunched by the PAU Infornation on this
progranme is available at the PAU web-site

www.unece.org/ead/pau/a& al.

3. In t he cont ext of this
Cenerations and Gender progranme a
GGP Newsletter wll be |aunched.
Special issues and/or sections of
this G& Newsletter will be devoted
to any further FFS-rel ated
activities.

4., Readers of the FFS Newsletter
who want to be on the GGP Newsletter
distribution list via Internet are
kindly requested to inform the PAU
secretary (tresa.anthony@inece. org)
of this. Readers having no access to
Internet may request hard copies of
the GGP Newsletter by witing to
Tresa Anthony, PAU - ECE, Room
C 405, Palais des Nations, CH 1211
CGeneva 10, Switzerl and.

5. Al papers presented at the FFS H agship
nference (Brussels, 29-31 My 2000) are
available at the FFS web-site at
wWww. unece. or g/ ead/ pau/ fl ag/.

6. Al solicited papers and a sel ection of
contributed papers of the HFS Hagship

Gnference wll be published in an UNEE
(BG5S publication. The review process for
this publ i cati on has started. The
publication is planned for nid-2001.

7. The FS Sandard Gountry Reports (SR
of Estonia, Italy and Portugal wll soon be
publ i shed. Second drafts of the FFS SO of
New Zeal and and Bulgaria are in preparation.
A report simlar to the FFS SR wll be
prepared for Dennark based on data avail abl e
fromvarious sources.

8. The FS Advisory Goup has proposed a
tine schedul e to speed up the publication of
the remaining 13 HS Sandard Qountry
Reports, including those referred to above.

9. MNational representatives of the 24
countries participating in the FS project
have been asked to provide the PAUwth an
update of the FFS-outputs in their country.
The outputs can be found at the FFS web-site
wWww. unece. or g/ ead/ pau/ ffs/ countrypub

10. Authors of conparative research projects
based on FS data have been asked to provide
progress reports on their research projects.
The outputs can be found at the FFS web-site
at www. unece. org/ ead/ pau/ ffs/reseali

11. The Gonference of European Sati sticians
requested an eval uation of the FS project.
The PAU conmissioned researchers of |NED
(Paris) to performthis evaluation. By the
end of the year a final report on this
eval uation wll be avail abl e.

12. Several proposals for  conparative
analysis of FS data have been approved by



the FS Advisory Goup (A3 since Aril
2000:

Does the gender pattern of children
influence their parents risk of
divorce ? (no. 69) by A D eknmann
and K Schmi dheiny, University of
Ber n, Gesel | schaft sstrasse, 49, CH
3012 Bern, Switzerland

schm dhei ny@wi . uni be. ch

Denographic inplications of social
exclusion (no. 70) by D. Avranov,
Popul ati on and Soci al Pol i cy
Consul tants, Maria-Loui zasquare, 33
bl, B 1000 Brussels, Bel gium

psp@i |l | age. uunet . be

Leaving hone in Poland and Spain:
real or apparent similarities (no.
71) by P. Baizan and F. Billari, Max
Planck Institute for Denopgraphic
Research, Doberaner Strasse 114, D
18057 Rost ock, Ger many, and E.
Fr at czak, War saw School of
Economi cs, Al Niepodl egl osci 162, PL
02 554 Warsaw, Pol and

bai zan@enogr . npg. de

Conmparing fanmily change in South
Eur ope 1965-1999: femal e experiences
in conbining famly and work (no.
72) by M Bozi ni s Andi nach,
Depart ment of Hi story and
Civilisation, Via Boccaccio, 121,1-
50133 San Doninico di Fiesole, Italy
bozi ni @at aconm i ue.it

Partnership and fertility in Europe
(no. 73) by T. Klein and W
Laut erbach, respectively Heidelberg
Uni versity, D-69117 Heidelberg and
University  of Konst anz, D- 78434
Konst anz, GCermany

t homas. kl ei nd@ir z. uni - hei del ber g. de
wol f gang. | aut er bach@ni - konst anz. de

Tansitions to adul thood: Cross-
nati onal perspectives (no.74) by A
Gaut hi er and E. Fussel |,

respectively University of Calgary,
Cal gary (Al berta) Canada and
University of Pennsyl vani a,
Phi | adel phi a, PA, USA

gaut hi er @Qical gary. ca

fussel | @sc. upenn. edu

Contenporary European fertility and
famly dynamcs (no. 75) by J. Hoem
A.  Firnkranz-Prskawetz, F. Billari,
H P. Kohl er, Max- Pl anck Institute
for Denographic Research, Doberaner

Strasse 114, D- 18057 Rost ock,
Ger many

hoem@enogr . npg. de

phi | i pov@enogr. npg. de

Changi ng patterns of famly
formation and di ssol ution: t he
influence of welfare state regines
on denogr aphi ¢ behavi our (no. 76) by
M Sol sona and MJ. Gonzal ez, Centre
d Estudis Denografics, Universitat
Aut ononma de Bar cel ona, 08193
Cerdanyola de Valles, Bar cel ona,
Spai n

nj gonzal ez@edserver. uab. es

Conparative studies of stepfamly
fertility (no. 77) by E. Thomson,
J.M Hoem A Vikat, respectively
Departnent of Sociology and Center
for Denogr aphy and Ecol ogy,
Uni versity of W sconsi n- Madi son,
1180 Cbservatory Drive, Madi son,
W sconsin 53706 USA and Max-Pl anck
Institute for Denbgraphic Research,
Dober aner Strasse 114, D- 18057
Rost ock, Ger nany

t honson@sc. wi sc. edu

hoem@enogr . npg. de

Feral e enpl oynent and famly
formation in national institutional
contexts (no. 78) by P. Elias and G
Pierre, Institute for Enpl oynent
Resear ch, University of War wi ck,
Coventry, Cv4 7 AL United Ki ngdom
g.pi erre@arw ck. ac. uk

Fertility and famly responses to
soci al change (no. 79) by J.
Rycht ari kova, Depart nent of
Denogr aphy and Geodenogr aphy,
Facul ty of Sci ence, Charl es
Uni versity, Albertov 6, 128 43 Praha
2, Czech Republic
rychta@atur.cuni.cz

13. The FHS progranme of conparative
research continues. Researchers can still
subnmit research proposals and apply for the
FFS Sandard Recode Fle data. The FFS
Advisory Goup, which nonitors these FFS
research projects wll continue to exist.
Information on new FFS research projects
w il be available on the FFS web-site.

14. A small working group was forned to
establ i sh an archive of docunentation on the
various in-country FFS activities. This
group had its first neeting on 5 and 6
Qctober. Information pertaining to the work
of this group wll be available at the FS
web-site.



