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APPLICABILITY OF THE TIR PROCEDURE TO POSTAL ITEMS

Note by the secretariat

A. BACKGROUND

1. At its thirty-third session, the TIRExB was informed of rare occasions when TIR Carnets
had been used to cover postal items transported by road in the framework of the Universal Postal
Convention (1994). Some Board members were of the view that the application of the TIR
procedure to such deliveries was unnecessary, as the Universal Postal Convention contains specific
provisions with regard to Customs clearance, including standard Customs documents. The TIRExB
invited its Chairperson, in cooperation with the secretariat, to further study this issue and to prepare
a document for consideration at the present session (TIRExB/REP/2007/33draft, para. 14).

B. LEGAL BASIS

Universal Postal Convention

2. The following three acts of the Universal Postal Union constitute the legal basis for the
postal services: the Universal Postal Convention, the Letter Post Regulations and the Parcel Post
Regulations. These acts also address Customs clearance of postal items. The relevant excerpts are
reproduced in Annex 1. They mainly deal with Customs controls for exportation and importation
and do not touch upon the issue of Customs transit. At the same time, the Universal Postal
Convention stipulates general principles of freedom of transit.
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Revised Kyoto Convention

3. The revised Kyoto Convention contains Specific Annex J, Chapter 2 “Postal traffic” (Annex
2). According to Standard 10 “Postal items in transit”, postal items shall not be subject to Customs
formalities whilst they are being conveyed in transit. A similar provision was contained in the
original Kyoto Convention.

C. PROPOSAL BY THE SECRETARIAT

4. The above mentioned Conventions stipulate that Customs clearance of postal items should
benefit from maximum simplification. In particular, Customs formalities for transit should be
waived, including the application of the TIR procedure. However, because not all Contracting
Parties to the TIR Convention have yet acceded to the revised Kyoto Convention, the secretariat
proposes to add a new comment to Article 3 and, possibly, Article 47 of the TIR Convention to read
as follows:

“TIR procedure and postal items

According to the specific Annex J to the revised Kyoto Convention, postal items are not subject to
Customs formalities whilst they are being conveyed in transit. Therefore, the TIR procedure should
not apply to postal items which are defined as letter-post and parcels, as described in the Acts of

the Universal Postal Union currently in force, when carried by or for postal services.”

5. The TIRExB may wish to consider and possibly endorse the proposed draft comment.
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UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION, LETTER POST REGULATIONS
AND PARCEL POST REGULATIONS - FORMS CN 22, CN 23 AND CP 72

A. Letter Post
Section E
Special provisions and Customs matters

Article 31
Customs control

1 The postal administrations of the countries of origin and destination shall be authorized to submit items
to customs control, according to the legislation of those countries.

2 Items submitted to customs control may be subjected to a presentation-to-Customs charge, the maxi-
mum amount of which is set in the Regulations. This charge shall only be collected for the submission to
Customs and customs clearance of items which have attracted customs charges or any other similar charge.

B Commentary
31.1 Congress adopted formal opinion C 40/Hamburg 1984 to encourage adms to approach the authorities in charge of customs ques-
tions in their countries to have their governments ratify Annex F.4 to the Kyoto Customs Convention.

In resolution C 11/Washington 1989, Congress urged member countries to do everything possible to establish national postal-customs
contact comms the better to solve any local problems.

The conditions of submission of items to the Customs depend on any national law which the Customs is required to apply.

Each country has the right to submit for customs inspection letters which appear to contain dutiable articles and have not been declared
as such.

31.2 Adms may collect the customs clearance charge on items submitted to customs control only if they have attracted customs
charges.

Article RE 601
Items subject to customs control

1 Items to be submitted to customs control shall bear on the fronta CN 22 customs declaration, or be pro-
vided with a tie-on label in the same form. The CN 22 customs declaration shall be affixed on the address side,
in so far as possible in the top left-hand corner, beneath the sender’s name and address, which must appear
on the item.

1bis  With the authorization of the administration of origin, users may use envelopes or wrapping bearing, in
the place provided for affixing the CN 22 customs declaration, a pre-printed facsimile of that declaration. The
dimensions must be the same as those of the CN 22 customs declaration.

1ter If the value of the contents declared by the sender exceeds 300 SDR, or if the sender prefers, the items
shall also be accompanied by the prescribed number of separate CN 23 customs declarations. One of these
declarations must be affixed to the item. If the declaration is not directly visible on the front of the item, the
detachable part of the CN 22 customs declaration shall be affixed to the front of the item. It shall also be pos-
sible to replace the detachable part of the CN 22 customs declaration with a gummed or self-adhesive white
or green label inscribed as follows:
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Inscription in black

CN 23 enclosed

May be opened
officially

Maximum size 50 x 25 mm, colour white or green

2 CN 23 customs declarations shall be securely attached to the outside of the item, preferably in a trans-
parent adhesive envelope. Exceptionally, if the sender prefers, these declarations may be inserted in a closed
envelope inside registered items, if they contain the valuable articles mentioned in article 25.5.1 of the Conven-
tion, or inside insured items.

3 For small packets, the formalities prescribed under 1 shall be compulsory in every case.

4 For M bags, the CN 22 customs declaration shall be stuck on the address label if the country of destination
so requests. If the value of the contents declared by the sender exceeds 300 SDR, or if the sender prefers, the
detachable part of the CN 22 customs declaration or the aforementioned gummed or self-adhesive label shall
be affixed to the address label and the CN 23 customs declarations shall be affixed to that same label. If the
administration of the country of destination so requests, they shall be attached to one of the items contained in
the bag.

5 The absence of a CN 22 or CN 23 customs declaration shall not, in any circumstances, involve the return
to the office of origin of consignments of printed papers, serums, vaccines, perishable biological substances,
radioactive materials and urgently required medicines which are difficult to obtain.

6 The contents of the item shall be shown in detail on the CN 22 and CN 23 customs declarations. Descrip-
tions of a general character shall not be admitted.

7 Administrations shall accept no liability for the customs declarations. Completion of customs declara-
tions shall be the responsibility of the sender alone. However, administrations shall take all reasonable steps
to inform their customers on how to comply with customs formalities, and specifically to ensure that CN 22 and
CN 23 customs declarations are completed in full, in order to facilitate rapid clearance of items.

B Commentary

601.1 Congress urges adms to approach the customs authorities of their country to reduce to a strict min the number of customs declara-
tions to be attached to letter-post items the value of which exceeds 300 SDR (formal opinion C 18/Brussels 1952).

This information is published in the Letter Post Compendium.

Only items whose contents exceed 300 SDR in value have to be accompanied by a CN 23 customs declaration form. Items of lower value
for submission to customs control bear the green CN 22 label. Adms of destination do not have the option of requiring CN 23 customs
declarations to be attached to items of a value less than 300 SDR.

601.2 Wherever possible, the CN 23 customs declaration must be attached to the outside of the item so that it is not essential to open it
and insertion of the declaration in the item should be restricted to cases in which the adm of destination so requests.

601.4 The information concerning the affixing of the customs declaration on the items is published in the Letter Post Compendium.
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601.7 The difficulties experienced by customs officials because of inexact or inadequate customs declarations are largely due to the
users’ ignorance of customs prescriptions. It is recommended that the Post lend its assistance in order to improve this state of affairs. To
facilitate cooperation between the Customs and the Post in the country of destination, it is essential that the sender should make out a
customs declaration form in accordance with the provisions of the Acts and that his attention should be drawn to the necessity of strictly
observing the instructions on the back of forms CN 22 and CN 23. For this purpose, postal adms are recommended:

a

b
c

to check that all letter-post items subject to customs duty and all postal parcels are accompanied by a customs declaration form
CN 22 or CN 23 as the case may be, in the requisite number of copies;

to ensure that the customs declarations are fully completed in accordance with the instructions given on the back of these forms;
when a declaration is obviously incomplete, to draw the sender’s attention to the customs regulations and to accept only items
accompanied by complete declarations; and

to advise exporters of commercial items to provide in respect of the goods the country of origin and the 6-digit Harmonized Com-
modity Description and Coding System tariff number (developed by the World Customs Organization) and to attach a commercial
invoice to the outside of each item;

to advise exporters of commercial items of the need, where appropriate, to attach a certificate of origin to each item.

CN 22 (Back)

| May be opened
SEgBPRAASﬂON officially CN 22 Instructions
Postal administration \ Important! To accelerate customs clearance, fill in this form in English,
See instructions French or in a language accepted by the destination
on the back country. If the value of the contents is over 300 SDR, you
Gift || Commercial sample must use a CN 23 form. You must give the sender’s fulll
" | Documents Other Tick one or more boxes name and address on the front of the item.
Quantity and detailed description Weight (1) Give a detailed description, quantity and unit of mea-
of contents (1) (in kg) Value (3) surement for each article, e.g. 2 men’s cotton shirts, espe-
cially for articles subject to quarantine (plant, animal, food
products, etc.).
(2), (3), (6) and (7) Give the weight and value of each
article and the total weight and value of the item. Indicate
the currency used, e.g. CHF for Swiss francs.
(4) and (5) The HS tariff number (6-digit) must be based
For commercial items only Total Total on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
If known, HS tariff number (4) and weight | value (7) System developed by the World Customs Organization.
country of origin of goods (5) (in kg Country of origin means the country where the goods
originated, e.g. were produced, manufactured or assem-
bled. It is recommended you supply this information and
I, the undersigned, whose name and address are given on the itemn, aftach an invoice to the outside as this will assist Customs
certify that the particulars given in this declaration are correct and in processing the items.
that this item does not contain any dangerous article or articles pro-
hibited by legislation or by postal or customs regulations (8) Your signature and the date confirm your liability for
Date and sender’s signature (8) the item.
Approximate size 74 x 105 mm, white or green; the upper part may be Note. - It is recommended that postal administrations indicate the

detachable equivalent of 300 SDR in their national currency



W gplL X0le &g

Informal document No. 12 (2007)

page 6
Annex 1

80l0AUl JO "ON (slereolyipeo jo (sjoN (s)eousol jo (s)oN
(1) eaneuBys s Jspuss pue sieq (1) @oAul[ | (e1) ereopueD [ ] (z1) eoueor [ |
suolgnBal swoisno Jo [elsod Aq
1o uong|sibe| Aq peyqiyoud ssjoiue Jo sjoiue snolsbuep
Al UrepuoD 10U S0P WS) S|} 1BL] PUR 1084100 8l Uoije)
-B[o8p SWOolsNa siy} Ul usnlb srejnoied eyy 1ey) Apeo |
(sucioLysal Jeylo Jo ucnosdsu) Aepuesopiyd Aeyues ‘sunuerenb oy 10slqns spoob 6e) (| |) sjuswiien
IENTe) sUswnNooq
spocb psuimay | | we
Bunsad jo eyequiBuo 1o eo1l0 :uoljeu|dx3 slduwes [elJewwo) ] (01) wey jo Aioferen
(B) s@84/88b1RYD [BIS0d (9) enen 2101 |(17) 1Bier ssc.b [e1o]
spoab Jo ubuc jo Aunc Jaquuinu yuey
(8 5Pocd ) ! 0 (4] oy et SH (5) snreA (c) (B L) (2) Auueno (1) U800 Jo uonduosep paireteq
Ajuo sweyl (erossliios 4o WPISAA SN
Anunon
(unrous| i) rewu-axe) suoydslel sJapodu) A0 epoo1sOy
(euondo) (epoo Jsuoduwi on |A/2PRoD xel) (Aue yi) aouslalal siepodu) LS
ssauisng
aleN oL
Aiunon
A Bpo0Isod
19ais
Jorq B Lo ssauisng
suoponnsul seg (Aue 1) sousielal BTN
jluepodw]  Ajeoyo peusdo aq Aepy | (Aue | ‘apooseq) wayl Jo "oN SLLIOISND) S 9pUsg wio.4
€2 NO NOILvHV103d SWOL1SNO oststipe sod]



Informal document No. 12 (2007)

Page 7
Annex 1

‘wisll syl 1o} Aljigel] inoA wiauos s1ep eyl pue ainjeubis JnoA ()

‘S8l [BloJeWWLoD
|[e 1o] 8210AUI LE JIB1IE PINOYS NOA aquinu ay) a1els pue xod sjeldoldde sy o ‘sieolilsd e 1o eouadl] e Aq peluedwoade st well ok )| (L) pue (L) (Z1)

'suolo1}sal Jeyjo Jo (018 ‘sjonpold pooj ‘ewiue queld) sunuelenb o] 10elgns ale sjusjuoo syl Ji sielep epincld (L)
‘wsl jo Auoberen syl Buiklosds sexoq 1o xogq sy Mol (0})
‘soueInsul ‘Bre ‘sebleyo Jeylo Aue Ajgleledas Aloads "wal ayl 1ol 1sod eyl o1 pred afieisod Jo unouwe sy any)  (g)

‘swie]] eyl Buisseoold Ul SWIoISND 1SISSe [IIM 1] SE uolleuloul siyl Aiddns o) pesiape eJe
SWiall [BI0JSWILLIOD |0 Siepuas "pa|duiasse Jo palnoelnuewl/peonpold elem ‘B'e ‘pereulbLio spoob syl eleym AUnoo syl suesw UIBLO |0 Aunos), "uoleziuebio
sSWwIoISND PHOAA Ul Ag pedojpasp WisisAg Buipon pue uonduoss Alpowluos) paziuowieH syl Uo pesed aq jsnuw (1BIp-9) Jequinu JLel sH eyl (g) pue ()

"(souel) ssimg 1ol 44D 'B'8) pasn Aouslno syl Buneaipul ‘101 syl pue s|olUe yoes Jo enfea syl sAs)  (9) pue (g)

‘eBelsod syl elgnoEeo
01 pasn 1yBlem aU) 0] spuodsanos yoiym ‘Buibeyoed Buipnjoul ‘(B3 ul) wsll syl 1o yblam [210] 8y aAls) (B3 ul) sjaiue yoes 1o 1yblam 18U syl sl () pue (g)

‘pasn JusllusInsesW JO Jun auyl pue s|oile yoes jo Ainuenb syl sng)  (2)

‘peniuied
jou sie sjonpoid pooy, Jo sejdwes, ‘ sued sleds, "B'e ‘suoiduossp [elsuss) " SUIYS Uo)oo susw, 'B'e ‘wsll syl ul sjoiue yoes Jo uonduossp psjelsp e sn  (|)

‘pebiueyoxe Jo ABUOW Jo) plos le ABUL 10U IO JaUleym ‘Uojioesliel) sseusng B O 8sIN0d sl Ul peloduly/peniodxe spoof Aue suesuu wel [e1aisuwio)

'ANUNOD UoleunSsp aul Ul padinbal ale ("01e ‘sjonpold pooy ‘fewiue ‘iueld) sunuesenb o] 108lgns

spoofB Jol Uonezuoyine ‘eouso|| ‘eleslliled Uifesy ‘Ulblo JO 81BallL80 ‘80]0AU| [BIoIBLULLIOD) AU | ‘SJUBLUNDop 1eyMm 1IN0 pul 0] pue (‘01e ‘suoiiouisal [eonnsoewleyd
‘sunuelenb se yons suonouisal ‘suoiigiyold) suonenbal 11odxe pue podwl olul edinbus 01 Alljigisuodsal InoA s ]| 'suoljousal 01 108lgns aq Aew spoob JNoj

‘W8l U] JO 8INZI8s 0] 10 BUl B 0] pes| ABlW uoleiepsp Bulpes|sill 10 858 Y "esssalppe sU) J0) Jnsel ABLU soUSIUSALOOUl pUE Aeep ‘esimisylo ‘Ajgibe|
pue A|in} uolelepep INoA aje|duwos alojaiay] 1SN NOA "8l SIUSIUOD BUj] JRUM A|10BXS MOUY 0] peau UoIIeuUlSap 10 AIIUNoD 8yl Ul SWOoSNY el ‘Ws)l INoA Jes|o o]

AIUN0D Uoljeunssp suy Ul peidasoe eBenbuel e Ul o yousld ‘ysibBug ul uoljerensap sy} s1e|duwiod ‘esueles|o sWosno e)elejeooe of
"UoljeIepep SWojsno

B Jo aoussald alj) Bujjesipul episino sy o} [2ge| B X|j 1SNW NOA ‘Wa)l 8} spisul )| 8sojoue o) Jajeld noA J| Jo ‘apIsino auy) Uo a|qisiA Aes|o jou | uonele|osp au ||
"adojeaue 1Uaedsuel anseype Ue Ul Ajgelslald ‘Wl aU 1o 8pisino au 0] Ajginoes siualunoop Buliuedilosoe pue uopjeleoap sUIoISnD siyl Yorle pinoys NoA

suolonisu|

(foeg) €2 NO




Informal document No. 12 (2007)
page 8
Annex 1

Article RE 602
Presentation-to-Customs charge

1 The maximum amount of the special charge prescribed at article 31.2 of the Convention for items
submitted to customs control in the country of origin or of destination shall be 2.61 SDR. For each M bag, the
special charge may be up to 3.27 SDR at most.

Article 32
Customs clearance fee

1 Postal administrations which are authorized to clear items through the Customs on behalf of customers,
may charge customers a customs clearance fee based on the actual costs.

Article 33
Customs duty and other fees

1 Postal administrations shall be authorized to collect from the senders or addressees of items, as the case
may be, the customs duty and all other fees which may be due.

B Commentary
33.1 The expression “customs duty” is to be interpreted in a wide sense so as to cover all import duties and charges that customs adms
are responsible for collecting in application of the national legislations of each country. In all cases the internal legislation is applicable.

The adms undertake to use their good offices with the appropriate national authorities to ensure that books, catalogues, newspapers and
periodicals shall not, in view of their cultural value, be subject to customs duty (recommendation C 4/Ottawa 1957).

Article RE 603
Cancellation of customs duty and other fees

1 Postal administrations shall undertake to seek from the appropriate services in their country cancellation
of customs duty and other fees on items:

1.1 returned to origin;

1.2 destroyed because of total damage to the contents;

1.3 redirected to a third country.
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B. Postal Parcels
Section E
Special provisions and Customs matters
Article 31
Customs control
1 The postal administrations of the countries of origin and destination shall be authorized to submit items
to customs control, according to the legislation of those countries.
2 ltems submitted to customs control may be subjected to a presentation-to-Customs charge, the maximum

amount of which is set in the Regulations. This charge shall only be collected for the submission to Customs
and customs clearance of items which have attracted customs charges or any other similar charge.

B Commentary
31.1 Congress adopted formal opinion C 40/Hamburg 1984 urging adms to approach the authorities in charge of customs questions in
their countries to have their governments ratify the above-mentioned Annex F.4 to the Kyoto Convention.

In resolution C 11/Washington 1989, Congress urged member countries to do everything possible to establish national postal-customs
contact comms the better to solve any local problems.

Conditions of submission of items to Customs depend on any national law which Customs is required to apply.

31.2 The 1994 Seoul Congress decided that this charge would only be collected in respect of parcels which have already attracted
customs charges or any other similar charges.

Article RE 401
Customs declarations and customs clearance of parcels

1 Administrations shall accept no liability for the customs declarations. Completion of customs declarations
shall be the responsibility of the sender alone. However, administrations shall take all the necessary steps to
inform their customers on how to comply with customs formalities, and specifically to ensure that CN 23 customs
declarations are completed in full in order to facilitate rapid clearance of items.

2 Administrations shall take all steps to speed up customs clearance of air parcels as much as possible.

B Commentary

401.1 The difficulties encountered by Customs as the result of inaccurate or inadequate declarations are largely the result of customers’

ignorance of customs requirements. It is recommended that the Post try to improve this situation. To facilitate cooperation between the

Customs and the Post in the country of destination, it is essential that the sender make out a customs declaration in accordance with the

provisions of the Acts and that his attention be drawn to the necessity of strictly observing the instructions on the back of form CN 23. To

this end, it is recommended that adms:

a check that all letter-post items on which customs duty is payable and all postal parcels are accompanied by a customs declaration
CN 23 form in the requisite number of copies;

b ensure that the customs declarations are fully completed in accordance with the instructions given on the back of the forms;

c when a declaration is chviously inadequate, draw the sender’s attention to the customs regulations and accept only items accom-
panied by a complete declaration;

d advise exporters of commercial items of the need, where appropriate, to attach a certificate of origin to each item.
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Article RE 402
Presentation-to-Customs charge

1 The maximum amount of the presentation-to-Customs charge referred to in article 31.2 of the Convention,
which may be levied on parcels submitted to customs control in the country of origin, may not exceed 0.65 SDR
per parcel.

2 Parcels submitted to customs control in the country of destination may be subjected to a charge of
3.27 SDR at most per parcel in accordance with article 31.2 of the Convention.

3 In the absence of special agreement, the charge shall be collected at the time of delivery of the parcel
to the addressee. However, in the case of parcels for delivery free of charges and fees, the presentation-to-
Customs charge shall be collected by the administration of origin on behalf of the administration of desti-
nation.

Article 32
Customs clearance fee

1 Postal administrations which are authorized to clear items through the Customs on behalf of customers,
may charge customers a customs clearance fee based on the actual costs.

Article 33
Customs duty and other fees

1 Postal administrations shall be authorized to collect from the senders or addressees of items, as the case
may be, the customs duty and all other fees which may be due.

B Commentary
33.1 The expression “customs duty” is to be interpreted in a wide sense so as to cover all import duties and charges that customs adms
are responsible for collecting in application of the national legislations of each country. In all cases the internal legislation is applicable.

To ensure the most favourable customs clearance conditions for parcels containing gifts or souvenirs, adms are recommended to approach
their national customs authority with a view to extending to such parcels the procedures applied to travellers’ baggage, if they are more
liberal than the existing procedures (recommendation C 11/Seoul 1994).

Article RE 403
Cancellation of customs duty and other fees

1 Administrations shall undertake to seek from the competent authorities in their countries cancellation of
the fees (including customs duty) in the case of a parcel:

1.1  returned to sender;

1.2 redirected to a third country;

1.3 abandoned by the sender,

1.4 lostin their service or destroyed because of total damage of the contents;

1.5 rifled or damaged in their service.

2 In cases of rifled or damaged parcels, cancellation of fees shall be requested only to the value of the
missing contents or the depreciation suffered by the contents.

B Commentary
403.1 Particulars on this subject are given in the Parcel Post Compendium.



Informal document No. 12 (2007)

Page 11
Annex 1

WILL g JO 80UBIS|0} B YlIA (GY JeWLIO) DISBd) WW $7| X 02 825

NOILVHV1D3d SINOLSND €2 NO

(g 1) ainjeubls sJapuas pue ajeq

suonenBel swosno o [eysod AQ Jo uon

-ejsife| Ag palqiyold sjole snolebuep Aue uBjuoD
10U S0P Wall SIUl 1eU] pUe 1081100 ale Uoljele|oap
SWIOISND siyl Ul usalb sienolued el 1eyl Aluso |

Jaquunu eojoa|

(1) sojonul [

(shBquunu syeoHsD)
(€1) eveoen [ |

(s)liequunu souson]

(z1) souson j

(s)jeored aup Jo

sabJeyn WBien 04 1oL
HAS enfen painsy|

S80[0AU| pUB
saplee | siposed |10 48quInN

Bupsod Jo eyeq/uibuo jo 80O

(suonousal Jayio 1o uonoedsul AeyuesoiiydyAeyues ‘eunuerenb o 10elgns spoob :Ba) (1 ]) sjuswios

:uoleue|dxg

Jeulo
spoob pauiniey
a|duwes [epsewwos

Sluswinood

S

(01) wey jo AoBeyer

(6) soa4/s0bieyo 21804

(9) enjea a0

) WBlam s8046 (210

AlUlou0oT [eUClBUIBIU|

Aoud [euoieuwsiy| 7|

(xoq auo »o1) painbai eopues oleolpUl 9ses|d

(8) spoof jo uibuo jo funos

(£) J2quuinu yey sH

Ajuo siopuss perosewIwoo o4

(g) enfep,

() (B3 u)
WBiem jeN

(2) Anyueng

(1) syusuoo Jo uonduosep pajreleq

(unou ) [leul-axeyauoydsie) sieuodu)

(leuondo) (epoo ssuodulyoN IyA/Sepoo xe)) (Aue 1) sousislal sepodul)

Anunon

I\lle}

apo2Isod

ON CT665 L0L00dD

{Aue 3 ‘opooieq)
(s)jeored jo “(son

alls

ssausng

sweN

oL

Anunoo

Ao

8p001sod

188i1S

[Aue J)) ecusiale)
SLLIOISNY) 8 J8pues

ssauisng

alleN

woi

(UonelsiUILLPE [B1504)

LUoleIe|osp swoisng, — Bed plu) 18s plojuew g/ 4o



Informal document No. 12 (2007)

Page 12
Annex 2
Specific Annex J
Chapter 2
Postal traffic
Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter:
E1./F1.

“ CN22/23” means the special declaration forms for postal items as described in the Acts of
the Universal Postal Union currently in force;

E2./F3.

“ Customs formalities in respect of postal items” means all the operations to be carried out
by the interested party and the Customs in respect of postal traffic;

E3./ F2.

“ postal items” means letter-post and parcels, as described in the Acts of the Universal Postal
Union currently in force, when carried by or for postal services;

E4./ F5.

“ postal service” means a public or private body authorized by the government to provide the
international services governed by the Acts of the Universal Postal Union currently in force;

ES5./ F4.

“ the Universal Postal Union” means the inter-governmental organization founded in 1874
by the Treaty of Bern as the “General Postal Union” which, in 1878, was renamed the
“Universal Postal Union (UPU)” and which since 1948 has been a specialized agency of the
United Nations.

Principles

1. Standard
The Customs formalities in respect of postal items shall be governed by the provisions of this
Chapter and, insofar as applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.
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2. Standard
National legislation shall specify the respective responsibilities and obligations of the Customs and
of the postal service in connection with the Customs treatment of postal items.

Clearance of postal items

3. Standard
The clearance of postal items shall be carried out as rapidly as possible.

(a) Customs status of goods

4. Standard
The exportation of goods in postal items shall be allowed regardless of whether they are in free
circulation or are under a Customs procedure.

5. Standard
The importation of goods in postal items shall be allowed irrespective of whether they are intended
to be cleared for home use or for another Customs procedure.

(b) Production to the Customs

6. Standard
The Customs shall designate to the postal service the postal items which shall be produced to them
for the purposes of Customs control and the methods of production of these items.

7. Standard
The Customs shall not require postal items to be produced to them at exportation for the purposes of
Customs control, unless they contain:
. goods the exportation of which must be certified;
. goods which are subject to export prohibitions or restrictions or to export duties and taxes;
. goods having a value exceeding an amount specified in national legislation; or
. goods which are selected for Customs control on a selective or random basis.
8. Recommended Practice

The Customs should not, as a general rule, require the following categories of imported postal items
to be produced to them:

a. postcards and letters containing personal messages only;
b. literature for the blind;
c. printed papers not subject to import duties and taxes.
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(c) Clearance against forms CN22 or CN23 or against a Goods declaration

9. Standard
When all the information required by the Customs is available from the CN22 or CN23 and
supporting documents, the form CN22 or CN23 shall be the Goods declaration, except in the case
of:

. goods having a value exceeding an amount specified in national legislation;

. goods which are subject to prohibitions or restrictions or to export duties and taxes;

. goods the exportation of which must be certified;

. imported goods intended to be placed under a Customs procedure other than clearance for

home use.

In these cases, a separate Goods declaration shall be required.

Postal items in transit

10. Standard
Postal items shall not be subject to Customs formalities whilst they are being conveyed in transit.

Collection of duties and taxes

11. Standard
The Customs shall make the simplest possible arrangements for the collection of duties and taxes on

the goods contained in postal items.



