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USE OF THE TERM “PACKAGE”

Note by the secretariat

In annex, the secretariat reproduces an exchange of letters between the Latvian national
association (Latvijas Auto) and the UNECE TIR secretariat.
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The existing pxactjuel of performed control in case of Lntcmatlonal trarlsport ca.rgoes by road
transport caise necessity to clarify the mnccp’c package Ao

- Taking into ‘consideration that increase | problems of hauhcrs dunng pcrfonned controll
activities on the border points we ask to explam the concept ** pagkdge », which should be
applied in-documents of international cargo transport and custoins t'ans1t as well during /
performed controll by state msumtaons

Guidelines of records conccmmg package are prescrlbed ‘by interpational agreements-

Convention on-the cohtract for the international carnagc of goods by road ( CMR Convention) 1‘“""
- and Customs Convlentlon on the international transport of goods under cover of TIR camets

(TIR Convention) . SPH in text of mentloned agreements we can’t_find the concept- package.

Explanations are necessary due to Teason that on border of Russia during performed controll
customs service demand to divide the load consignment into separate goods- in other words to
break up packages, which were undertaken by hauliers to trapsport and were pointed in.
transport { CMR.) and customs ( TIR carnet) documents. _
For example, packag ( wrapping for transportation ) as appearance of pallet themmio-
msulatcd- to divide mto separate packages. : : :

. | .
'In such cases by custqms service is performed  verification of conformity on records pomted in
commercial documents . Commecial documents are passed to the haulier by consignor as
amendment to the cargo for presentation to consignee- specifications, invoices, packing lists
andetc. [

. | .

The haulier is not pm."tain to the records, which are pointed in commercial documents , but iIn

cases as stated above directly from hauliers are demanded explanations concerning

Mrepamcy of records!,
.
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hauher is instigated the case of violation customs regulatlons and haulisr is

for administrative respons1b‘1hty
tivities on the border occures without presence of consignor and consignee,

explanations of their commercial documents as well of admitted mistakes by

hauller in fact is responsible for mistakes made by other persons- cons;gno:s
who proceed. with such mistakes.

In total 1mperfect10ns in documents mcrease the terms of de]wery cargoes and expenaes of

transport.

The conc:pt »pal

and manufacture,

Especially imﬁor

ang” practlca]ly is used in. documents - transPUrtmg goods and | in commerce
However the ob3 ect of usmg‘ such meaning as “packing” is dlffercnt

fant to use thls meaning packlng isin transporung, because in some cases it is

directly related to| respon31b111ty of transport operator.

To 'Process indus
ensure the subjec

trial and commerce operations, meaning packmg is used w1th the object to .
t's charactensuc features. :

To process transport operatmns meaning packmg is ‘used for convenience loading-unioading
operations and to protect cargo from deformation and damage dunng the transport operation.
Things for transp,omng are in large combination — packmg as meamng “package”:

In order to secure execuhon .of cargo transpoﬁ without waste of - time and rate, as well

objective inspecti

jon of performed by hauliers cargo transport by road is necessary to have the

exact and perfeclt concept of * package ' lwhlch should be applied directly for inspection of

tramsportation Cargo.

In amendment

Sincerely yours, :

' Pavels Grogevs | , o )

Secretary General

124 ‘pages.
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" Telefax:  (+4122) 9170039 - Palsis des Nations

Email:  Evamohar@uiece.org . CB-1211 GENEVE ]0
Ref No.: 09/TRAN/143 '

21 July 2009

I thank you for you letter LA/68 dated 29 June 2009 and I am pleased to provide
you with some clarifications on the points you brought forward. ' '
‘ It seems that your concerns regarding the terminology used in both CMR and TIR.
Conventions are founded as none of these international conventions provide a definition for the
term “package”. This will be brought up to the attention of the Working Party on Road transport
. (8C1), which is responsible for the CMR convention, as well as to the TIR Executive Board
(TIRExB) ,which is the body managing and monitoring the application of the TIR Convention.

In the meantime allow me to provide you with my personal view on this issue. As
you correctly pointed out, in the framework of the TIR Convention, references to packages have
to be provided mainly for the sake of Customs controls. To that end, it is indispensable that
Customs officers can casily locate the goods mentioned in the “goods manifest” if a physical
control of the goods is required. The reference to the shipping marks or packages should serve to
speed up this process and it is therefore in the interest of both the transport operator and Customs
to provide the best information possible. -

In case of discrepancy, regardless of who is originally responsible for it, the TIR -
Carnet holder, in most cases the transport operator, remains the first liable person according to
the provisions of the TIR Convention. Indeed, the TIR Convention allows to amend the
destination of goods in the course of a TIR transport, it is of utmost importance that the packages
interided to a destination are adequately identified by the Customs office of departure or any
other Customs office that controls the goods to prevent frauds. With that in mind, it is again in
the interest of the TIR Carnet holder to ensure that the information provided in the TIR Carnet
“goods manifest” (or attached loading list) matches the information provided in the CMR, even
if this requires providing more disaggregated information and multiple packaging information.

Mr. Pavels Gro¥evs

Sccretary General

Latvijas Auto - Road Transport Association
Vesetas 9, '
LV-1013 Riga

Latvia -
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This should hopefully help before both the SC1 and the TIRExR consider this
spemﬁc issue in the ftamework of their respecuve conventions.

" Do not hes1tate to contact us again should you need ﬁ:i-ther explainations,

. Yours smcerelIy

Auluby

Eva Molnar
Director
Transport Division




