Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies Twenty-first session  Geneva, 31 October - 2 November 2011

List of decisions   
Item 1: Adoption of the agenda   
Decision 1: The Working Party approved the provisional agenda (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/1 and Corr.1).  

Item 2: Election of officers   
Decision 2: 
Mr. C. Arvius (Sweden) was elected Chair and Ms. Gocnikova (Slovakia) and Mr. V. N. Koreshkov (Belarus) and Mr. S. Oriekhov (Ukraine) were elected vice-chairs of the Working Party. 
Item 3: Matters arising from previous sessions of the Working Party, and meetings of its Bureau, the Committee on Trade and its Bureau, and the Executive Committee  
Decision 3: The Working Party adopted the report of its previous session (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2010/20) and endorsed the report of the Annual planning meeting of WP. 6 activities (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/2). 

Decision 4: The Working Party adopted its programme of work as contained in document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/13.
Decision 5: The Working Party expressed concern about the issue of resources and its impact on the programme of work.
Decision 6: The Working Party thanked the delegations of Belarus, Slovakia, and Ukraine for their offer of assistance. The Working Party requested the Bureau to conduct the necessary consultations with the countries to ensure that full advantage is taken of this offer. 

Decision 7: The Working Party encouraged the delegations to share with the secretariat case studies and success stories related to the practical implementation of the deliverables of the Working Party. 

Decision 8: The Working Party asked the UNECE Member States and the UNECE Governing body to consider possible ways of resource allocation within the trade programme to ensure a continued satisfactory servicing of the WP. 6 activities by the secretariat. 
Item 4: Workshop on “Traceability: a tool for managing risks” 

Decision 9: The Working Party noted the interest expressed by Governments and economic operators, as well as other stakeholders in the issues related to providing traceability in the supply chain. The Working Party requested the secretariat in consultation with the Bureau to search an appropriate format for the continuation of the work. 

Item 5: Risk Management in Regulatory Systems

Decision 10: The Working Party took note of the report on the Group of Experts on Risk Management in Regulatory Systems and approved its programme of work. 

Decision 11: The Working Party amended the text of the proposed recommendation contained in document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/14. It changed its title to read Recommendation on “Crisis Management within a regulatory framework”, and amended the text now contained in Annex I of this document. It then approved the revised recommendation. It requested the secretariat to publish the text as recommendation P as part of the volume “Recommendations of the Working Party”. 


Decision 12: The Working Party changed the title of the recommendation “Risk Management in Regulatory Systems” to read "Risk Management in Regulatory Frameworks". It approved the recommendation under the assumption that comments expressed by the delegates are taken into account. The Working Party proposed that the work in the area of risk management continues in specific areas, e.g. focusing on sectors with products of high level of risk. 
Decision 13: The Working Party elected Mr. K. Knight as Chair, and Mr. D. Macrae and Mr. V. Nikonov as coordinators of the Group of Experts on Risk Management in Regulatory Systems. 
Item 6: Regulatory cooperation

Decision 14: The Working Party adopted the report of the Telecom Initiative as contained in document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/7.
Decision 15: The Working Party adopted the report of the Earth-Moving Machinery Initiative as contained in document  ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/8. It encouraged the Convener to continue developing and promoting the initiative, in particular as regards to integrating the concept of safety in the text of the common regulatory objectives and to developing a readily acceptable common certificate of conformity. 
Decision 16: The Working Party took note of the report of the coordinator of the Initiative on Equipment for use in Environments with an Explosive Atmosphere. It encouraged the secretariat and the coordinator to further develop the work on integrating market surveillance practice into common regulatory objectives. 

Decision 17: The Working Party took note of the information on the pipeline safety project from the coordinator of this project and on development of a technical regulation on pipeline safety in the Customs Union.

Decision 18: The Working Party invited the interested stakeholders to participate in the discussions on this Technical Regulation and requested the secretariat to inform UNECE Working Party on gas on the ongoing work. The Working Party invited the Russian Federation to make a nomination for the coordinator of the project. 

Decision 19: The Working Party took note of developments regarding accreditation in the medical devices sector. 
Item 7: Standardization and regulatory practice

Decision 20: The Working Party took note of the report on recent developments regarding the reform of the standardization system of the European Union. 
Item 8: Standards and regulations as a tool for promoting sustainable development: preparing for Rio+20

Decision 21: The Working Party welcomed the exchange of experience regarding the role of standards in the three dimensions of sustainable development. It requested the Secretariat, the Bureau and the interested delegations to find appropriate ways of channeling the Working Party expertise in the work going forward in the preparation of the Rio+20 Conference. 

Item 10: Market Surveillance

Decision 22: The Working Party adopted the report of the MARS Group, as contained in the document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/11.
Decision 23: The Working Party amended the text of the proposed recommendation contained in document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.6/2011/12. Rev.1. It changed its title to read Recommendation on “Good Practices in Market Surveillance Policies”. It then approved the revised recommendation. The Working Party requested the secretariat to publish the text as recommendation N as part of the volume “Recommendations of the Working Party”.
Decision 24: The Working Party encouraged delegations, the Bureau and the Secretariat to continue the work on the revision of Recommendation M, taking into account the output of the Workshop on "Traceability: a tool for managing risks".

Decision 25: The Working Party welcomed the publication of the first edition of the Glossary of Terms on Market Surveillance and encouraged delegations to provide comments for further development of the glossary. 
