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ATTENDANCE

1. TheAdministrativeCommitteehelditstwenty-firstsessionatGenevaon
2and3December1996. ThefollowingrepresentativesoftheContractingParties
attended: Austria;Belgium;BosniaandHerzegovina;Bulgaria,Croatia;Czech
Republic;Denmark;Finland;France; Germany;Greece;Hungary;Ireland;Lithuania;
Kazakstan;Netherlands;Poland;RepublicofMoldova;Romania;RussianFederation;
Slovakia;Slovenia;Spain; Sweden;Switzerland; TheformerYugoslavRepublicof
Macedonia; Turkey;UnitedKingdom;EuropeanEconomicCommunity.

2. Thefollowinginternationalorganizationwasrepresentedasanobserver:
InternationalRoad TransportUnion(IRU).

3. TheCommitteenotedthattherequiredquorumaccordingtoAnnex8,Article 6of
theConventionhadbeenattained.
ADOPTIONOFTHEAGENDA

4. TheCommitteeadoptedtheprovisionalagenda(TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/42)prepared
bythesecretariatoftheEconomicCommissionforEurope (ECE).
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ELECTIONOFOFFICERS

5. InaccordancewithAnnex8,Article3oftheConventionandinlinewith
establishedpractice,theCommitteeelectedMr.J.ElizaldeofSpainasChairmanand
Mrs.R.BirzaasVice-Chairpersonofitstwenty-firstsession.

6. TheCommitteereiteratedthat,inaccordancewithAnnex8,Articlelofthe
Convention,competentadministrationsofStatesreferredtoinArticle52,
paragraphloftheConvention,whichwerenotContractingPartiestotheConvention
orrepresentativesofinternationalorganizations,couldparticipateasobservers
initssessions.

STATUSOFTHETIRCONVENTION, 1975

Documentation : TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/42,annex.

7. TheCommitteewasinformedthatthe TIRConvention,1975,currently
had58ContractingParties,includingtheEuropeanEconomicCommunity. The
CommitteenotedthatthefollowingcountrieswouldbecomeContractingPartiesto
theConvention: Azerbaijanon12December1996; Tajikistanon11March1997and
Turkmenistanon18March1997.

8.  ThiswouldbringthenumberofContractingPartiesto61.

ADOPTIONOFTHEREPORTOFTHEADMINISTRATIVECOMMITTEE
ATITSTWENTIETHSESSION

Documentation : TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/41andCorr.1.

9. TheCommitteeadoptedthereportofitstwentiethsessionaspreparedbytheECE
secretariat(TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/41)subjecttosomeminormodifications
(TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/41/Corr.1).

REVISIONOFTHETIRCONVENTION,1975

(a) Proposals for amendments to the Convention

Documentation :TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/R.23(TRANS/WP.30/R.170);informaldocuments
transmittedbythe GovernmentsofKazakstanandUzbekistan.
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10. TheCommitteecontinuedtheexaminationofamendmentproposalstothe
ConventionaspreparedbytheECEgroupsofexpertsandcirculatedindocument
TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/R.23(TRANS/WP.30/R.170). TheCommitteerecalledthattheECE
WorkingPartyonCustomsQuestionsaffectingTransport,atitseighty-fourth,
eighty-fifth(special)andeighty-sixthsessions,hadalreadyconsideredallofthe
amendmentproposalscontainedindocument TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/R.23
(TRANS/WP.30/R.170)exceptforthenewlyproposedarticles10(e)to12inannex8to
theConvention.
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11. TheCommitteedecidedonthefollowingmaodificationstothenewlyproposed
articles10(e)to12inannex8totheConvention:

Annex 8, newarticle 10

Addthefollowingnewparagraphs(f)and(g)tobeplacedinsquarebrackets:

[(F) agreetothepriceof TIRCarnets;]

[(9) supervisetheoperationofthe TIRguaranteesystem.]

Annex 8, newarticle 11 (a)

Articlel1(a)istobe di vi dedintotwoparagraphsanditstextshouldbe
modi f i edtoreadasfollows:

(a) AsessionoftheBoardshallbeconvenedbythe TIRSecretaryattherequestof
theAdministrativeCommitteeorbyatleastthreemembersoftheBoard.

(b) TheBoardshallstrivetotakedecisionsbyconsensus. Ifnoconsensuscanbe
reached,decisionsshallbeputtovoteandshallbetakenbyamajorityofthose
presentandvoting. Aquorumof [five] ~membersisrequiredforthepurposesof
takingdecisions. TheTIRsecretaryshallhavenovote.

Annex 8, newarticle 11 (b)

Article11(b) beconesarticlel1(c)andshould r eadasfollows:

(c) TheBoardshallelectaChairmanandshalladoptitsownrulesofprocedures.

Annex 8, newarticle 11 (c)

Article11(c) becones article11(d)andtheword"Committee"shouldbe
threetimesbythewording"Administrative Committee".

Annex 8, newarticle 11 (d)

Article11(d) becones articlell(e)andthelastphraseinthisparagraphistobe
r epl acedbythefollowingtext:

"Theseinternationalorganizationsshallhavetherighttoattendthesessionsof
theTIRExecutiveBoardasobserversunlessitsChairmandecidesotherwise. If
necessary,anyotherorganizationmayattendthesessionsoftheBoardasobserver

repl aced
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attheinvitationoftheChairman."

Annex 8, newarticle 12 (a)

Add attheendofthefirstphrasethefollowingwording:"...withinthe Termsof
ReferenceoftheBoard."
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Annex 8, newarticle 12 (b)

Theparagraphistobeplacedintosquarebracketspendingfurtherconsiderations.

12. TheCommitteerecognizedtheurgencyofestablishingaTIRExecutiveBoard and
agreedinprincipleonitsfunctionsaslaiddownindocuments
TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/R.23(TRANS/WP.30/R.170), TRANS/WP.30/R.179,TRANS/WP.30/172,
para.llandinthisreport.

13. Notingvariousoptionsoffinancingtheoperationofthe TIRExecutiveBoard
anditssecretariat,the Committeerecommendedtoexhaust,firstofall,all
possibilitiestoobtainthenecessaryresources,intheorderof
US$500,000perannum,throughtheUnitedNationsregularbudgeteitherby
increasingtheresourceallocationtothe UnitedNationsEconomicCommissionfor
Europe(ECE)orbyareallocationoftherequiredresourceswithintheECE. The
Committeewasoftheviewthatincasethisapproachfailedorwouldleadtoa
postponementoftheestablishmentofthe TIRExecutiveBoardbeyond1997,the TIR
ExecutiveBoardshouldbefinancedthroughalevyonTIRCarnetsissuedby
authorizedassociations. TheCommitteewasalsooftheviewthatsuchalevyshould
beregardedasatemporarymeasureuntilotherfinancingarrangementshadbeen
secured.

14. TheECEsecretariatwasrequestedtoprepareashortdocumentontheseissues,
providingsomemoredetailsonthecoststructureoftheproposed TIRExecutive
Board. ThisdocumentshouldbetransmittedtothelnlandTransportCommitteeatits
forthcomingsession(13-17January1997)withaviewtoobtainingguidanceonthis
matter.

15. TheECEsecretariatwasalsorequestedtoprepare,forthe Februarymeetingof
theCommittee,aconsolidateddocumentcontainingallamendmentproposals
discussedandprovisionallyadopted.

16. Finally,theCommitteedecidedtoincludeintheagendaofitsfuturemeetings

anitemonthepricesforthevariousTIRCarnetsissuedbythelRU. ThelRUwas
requestedtoprovidethenecessaryinformationtothe ECEsecretariat.

(b) Revision procedure

Documentation :TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/R.23(TRANS/WP.30/R.170); TRANS/WP.30/R.179.

17. TheCommitteeconsideredwhethertoproceedinaccordancewiththeamendment
procedureforeseenintheConventionortoendeavourtospeedupthisprocedurewith
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aviewtoimplementingatleastsomeoftheamendmentsatanearlierdatethan
providedforintheConventionashasbeendescribedinsecretariatdocument
TRANS/WP.30/R.179andhasbeendiscussedalreadyatthetwentiethsessionofthe
Committee(TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/41andCorr.1,

paras.12-15).
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18. TheCommitteereiteratedtheviewthat,eveniftheamendmentsagreeduponto
theConventionwouldbeadoptedintheformofaResolution,eachContractingParty
wouldhavetoadoptlegislativeproceduresatthenationallevelwhichwouldmakean
earlyentryintoforceoftheprovisionsasenvisagedineffectual. Furthermore,the
Committeefeltthattheobjectiveofentryintoforceoftheprovisionscontemplated
atthesametimeforallContractingPartiescouldnotbeachievedbymeansofa
Resolution.

19. TheCommitteedecidedthereforenottoconsiderthepreparationofaResolution
onthismatterforthetimebeing.

OTHERBUSINESS

(a) Statement by the representative of the IRU

20. TherepresentativeofthelRUmadeastatementinwhichheunderlinedthe
gravityofthecrisisthatthe TIRsystemisgoingthroughandtheimportanceof
certainkeyfactorswithaviewtoresolvingtheseproblems. IntheviewofthelRU
thesekeyfactorswerethefollowing:(a)ImprovedCustomscontroloverallgoods
undertheTIRprocedure;(b)Fasterinformationby Customsauthoritiesonnon-
dischargedTIRCarnets;(c)Provisionofup-to-dateinformationbyCustoms
authoritiesonthestatusofclaimsregardingnon-discharged TIRCarnets;and(d)
SuspensionofpaymentclaimsagainstnationalguaranteeingassociationsbyCustoms
authorities.

(b) Difficulties in _the application of the TIR Convention in the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)

21. TherepresentativeofAustriainformedthe Committeethat,asofthe week
commencing25November1996,thecompetentauthoritiesofthe FederalRepublicof
Yugoslavia(SerbiaandMontenegro)nolongeraccepted TIRCarnetsandapplied
nationalCustomstransitprocedures. Thishadcausedconsiderabledifficultiesfor
Austriantransportoperators.

22. TheCommitteetooknoteofthisstatement.

(c)Dates _ of next session

23. TheCommitteeconfirmeditsdecisiontakenearliertoconvenethetwenty-
secondsessionon27and28February1997,i.e.duringthesameweekinwhichthe
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springsessionofthe ECEWorkingPartyonCustomsQuestionsaffectingTransport
(WP.30)wouldbeheld(24-28February1997).
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(d) Restriction on the distribution of documents

24. TheCommitteedecidedthatnorestrictionshouldbeplacedonthedistribution
ofdocumentsforthecurrentsession,withtheexceptionofthewritteninformation
providedbythelRUontheimplementationofthe SAFETIRsystem.

ADOPTIONOFTHEREPORT

25. TheCommitteeagreedtoadoptthereportonitstwenty-firstsessionatthe
forthcomingtwenty-secondsession(27and28February1997)onthebasisofadraft
tobepreparedbytheECEsecretariat.




