UNITED

NATIONS E

Economic and Social Distr.
_ RESTRICTED
Council

Informal document No. 7 (2003)
16 June 2003

ENGLISH ONLY

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Working Party on Customs Questions affecting
Transport

(One-hundredth-and-fourth session, 17-20 June 2003,
agenda item 7 (b) (iii))

CUSTOMS CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT
OF GOODS UNDER COVER OF TIR CARNETS (TIR CONVENTION 1975)

Revision of the Convention

Draft amendments on the inclusion and attribution of voting rights to Regional Economic
Integration Organizations (REIO)

Transmitted by the Government of the United States of America

Article 52(3) of the TIR Convention is amended as follows:

1. A regional economic integration organization constituted by sovereign States to which its
member States have transferred competence over certain matters governed by this Convention,
including the competence to enter into treaties in respect of such matters, may become a Contracting
Party to this Convention in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article,
without a right to vote except as provided in Article 5 of Annex 8 hereof. The organization and its
member States shall not be entitled to exercise rights under the Convention concurrently.

2. Where the number of Contracting Parties is relevant in this Convention, the regional
economic integration organization shall not count as a Contracting Party in addition to its member
States which are Contracting Parties.
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3. A regional economic integration organization which is a Contracting Party to this Convention
shall have the rights and obligations of a Contracting Party, to the extent that the regional economic
integration organization has competence over matters governed by this Convention. Such an
organization and its member States that are Contracting Parties to this Convention shall decide on
their respective responsibilities for the performance of their obligations under the Convention.

4. At the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, or if the regional
economic integration organization is already a Contracting Party within one month of entry into force
for it of this provision, the regional economic integration organization shall make a declaration to the
depository specifying the matters governed by this Convention in respect of which competence has
been transferred to that organization by its member States which are Contracting Parties to this
Convention and any other relevant restrictions as to the scope of that competence. The regional
economic integration organization shall promptly notify the depository of any changes to the
distribution of competence, including new transfers of competence, specified in the declaration under
this paragraph.

5. Contracting Parties which are member States of a regional economic integration organization
which is a Contracting Party to this Convention shall be presumed to have competence over all
matters governed by this Convention in respect of which transfers of competence to the organization
have not been notified under subparagraph 4.

Article 5 of Annex 8 of the TIR Convention is amended as follows:

- Proposals shall be put to a vote. Each State which is a Contracting Party represented
at the session shall have one vote. Proposals other than amendments to this
Convention shall be adopted by the Committee by a majority of those present and
voting. Amendments to this Convention and the decisions referred to in Articles 59
and 60 of this Convention shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of those present
and voting.

- Where paragraph 3 of Article 52 of this Convention applies and a regional economic
integration organization will exercise its right of vote in matters over which it has
competence, it shall have the number of votes equal to the number of its member
States which are Contracting Parties to this Convention, which are present and which
have transferred competence to it over the matter in question. A regional economic
integration organization shall not exercise its right to vote if its member States

exercise theirs, and vice versa.




