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Draft Record

Opening

1. 
Ms. Jennifer Silk welcomed the participants and noted the first time presence of the following experts: Mr. Craig Boljkovac (UNITAR) and Dr. Kiyotaka Oyama (JCIA). She also noted the participation at this Consultation of Mr. Gotsch (Austria) and Ms. Uta Jensen-Corte (CEFIC).

Agenda and records of previous meetings

2. 
The agenda was adopted after the Group agreed to discuss Item 5 on the IFCS III before Item 4 on Implementation of the GHS. The record of the 16 th Consultation (Geneva, May 2000) was accepted after agreeing to a proposal by Dr. Pratt to add in par. 13, the words “to a minimum” at the end of the text in the fourth bullet.

Status of technical work

Classification criteria for health, environment and mixtures by Dr. Koeter (OECD)

3. 
A progress report will be presented to the November 2000 OECD Joint Meeting on mixtures and target organ toxicity (TOT). Agreement has been reached on TOT end points for substances.

Regarding the proposal for environment, only the chapter 7 on metals and metal compounds still

needed final agreement.

4. 
The OECD Task Force still had to work on a number of four outstanding end points on hazards including aspiration, narcotic effects, respiratory, and water-activated toxicity/corrosivity. Neurotoxicity and immunotoxicity had been integrated to the work on TOT. Finally, on the environment side, work on terrestrial toxicity was still in the planning stages. It was hoped that harmonized proposals for all these end-points would be finalized within a year. 

Hazard Communication by Ms. Wyeth (ILO)

5. 
Good progress had been made in general and the ILO Working Group had a clearer idea of the

implications for labelling. The number of available options had been narrowed down again, thus providing a good basis for developing a Step 3 Proposal in time for endorsement by the ILO Governing Body at its November 2001 Session. More work was still needed on risk-based labelling for consumers. The University of Cape Town had produced a very good methodology for testing the comprehensibility of chemical hazard communication elements.

Physical Hazard by Mr. Benassai (Chair, UN CETDG)

6. 
The classification of aerosols was the only item pending for the UN CETDG/ILO Working Group. Agreement had been reached on a testing with a low cut-off value of 1%. Full agreement was not reached as yet and a ½ day would be devoted to the issue during the December 2000 session of the UN SCETDG. Work on harmonized criteria for corrosion to metals had been completed. In relation to a question by Dr. Lowe on compressed gases, Mr. Benassai indicated that no work was planned on this item for the time being and that it should possibly be left to the Sub-Committee on GHS to consider in the future. In any case Coordinating Group guidance was needed on this subject. Ms. Silk preferred that the work be done immediately if possible and Dr. Lowe pointed out that the record of the 16 th Consultation indicated that agreement seemed to have already been reached. Mr. Wright raised the question of cryogenic liquids and hoped that classification criteria would also be developed in time in this area. The Coordinating Group agreed that the Joint UNCETDG/ILO Working Group should start work on criteria for compressed gases.

Time line and work plans

7. 
No further work was reported on this item. No major changes and/or modifications were

reported since the last meeting.

Report on Forum III

8. 
Ms. Silk and Dr. Sundquist reported on the Conference. The GHS presentation and overall work and progress were well received and raised a lot fo interest, particularly in Regional Group Meetings. Ms. Silk thanked Mr. Puiatti (Brazil) for his excellent work with the Latin American/Carribean and African Groups. Mr. Jonai (Japan) attended the meeting of the Asia/Pacific Group. The GHS issue was also debated during the elaboration of the two key IFCS III outputs:

Priorities for Action Beyond 2000 and the Bahia Declaration. Excerpts of the two finalized documents

relating to the GHS are listed in Annex 2.

9. 
One important point of discussion and which was not really clarified was the process of implementation of the GHS and particularly that of country adoption and date of entry in force.

Another issue raised was the problem of GHS adoption by countries in relation to the Recommendations on TDG and the confusion this could create, since most countries had already adopted or were using the transport recommendations. Mr. Benassai stated that national regulatory bodies used the RTDG as basis for regulating and that the GHS could be adopted in the same way by major actors who could agree on a common date for implementation. The general consensus of the Coordinating Group was that although progressive implementation would probably be a reality, rapid adoption of the GHS should nonetheless be supported and strongly promoted.

10. 
Mr. Boljkovac informed the Group of his Organization’s ongoing planning of pilot projects to

organize guidance workshops for at least one country in each region. Other key points reported by the

participants to Forum III regional group meetings and directly concerning the implementation of the

GHS in developing countries, included:


-
the need to organize more regional information seminars and workshops on the GHS and its implementation;


-
what kind of tools, skills and infrastructures will be needed to implement the GHS; some countries have no structures at all;


-
the need to define or explain the framework for implementation of the GHS in relation to the RTDG; some countries, such as Ecuador, are just at the level of adopting the RTDG;


-
the UNITAR/ILO Thought Starter was well received as a basis for future capacity building efforts; 


-
country variation concerning availability of modern information communication tools was very high; internet access is not generalized and many country institutions responsible for regulating chemicals do not have access to internet or do not have colour printers;


-
the need to consider all these points when developing the tools for GHS implementation;


-
the need for massive involvement and support by industry in implementing the GHS.

Implementation of GHS

11. 
In response to a question by Ms Silk concerning the ECOSOC letter inviting countries to apply for membership in the SC/GHS, Ms. Bernardini (UN CETDG Secretariat) informed the Group that the letter had been sent to country mission to the UN in New York in July 2000 with a deadline of 31 December for the response. Replies from Austria, France and the Czech Republic had already been received. In relation to the composition of the Parent Committee, the CETDG will discuss the issue at its December 2000 meeting and possibly agree to a proposal but in the end, final decision will come from ECOSOC itself. Ms. Silk suggested that the CG should also make two proposals, one for a narrow and one for a wide composition. Concerning the letter of application, many countries had a hard time tracing the letter and when they finally received it, the response was sent to the ECOSOC in New York rather than to the UN CETDG Secretariat in Geneva as requested in the letter, hence the general delay in responding. In relation to the application by NGOs, there was a need for a document detailing the procedure to follow.

12. 
For NGO application Mr. Benassai and Ms. Bernardini explained that international and also regional NGOs which had already official recognition (consultative status) by the UN or one of its specialized agencies or programmes (WHO, ILO, UNEP, etc...), needed only to send a letter to the Secretary of the UN CETDG informing him of their participation in the SC/GHS. NGOs without consultative status had to do the same thing but their participation would have to be decided by the SC/GHS itself. Additional information could be found at the following Web address:

http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo

13. 
Referring to the issue of composition of the Parent Committee (Larcom), Mr. Bagnios

reminded the Group that the Resolution called for a wide participation but did not specify numbers

and decision on the issue had to be made by ECOSOC. The CETDG had not reached consensus on

this point and the discussion would continue at the December meeting to try reaching a consensus and

a proposal. After a long debate on the pros and cons of a wide and a narrow Larcom, no clear

consensus could be reached by the Coordinating Group on a proposal. It was agreed that discussion on

this point would continue via e-mail and be revisited at the next meeting of the CG.

Guidance Document

14. 
Dr. Headrick (Canada) introduced the subject and Ms. Wyeth elaborated on the extended

outline developed by the Secretariat. Overall the revised document, which integrated comments

received previously, drew general support. The following points were made during discussion on this

item:

-
guidance for employers receiving MSDSs and labelled packages will be needed;

- 
the order in Annex I should be reviewed and overlap should be minimize;


- 
the document should include a model for a regulation which could be used by countries interested in adopting the GHS and integrating in their legislation;


- 
problem of balance of the document concerning the place of the Annex text versus the guidance text. For some, it was felt that the Annex text (agreement on classification and hazard communication) was more important than the guidance text. For other both part were equally important;


- 
a reference to comprehensibility in the introductory section should be sufficient and the full document should not be included either in chapter form or as Annex; guidelines for translation in other languages should be included;


- 
the need for a list of classified chemicals may be needed at some point in the future to avoid inconsistencies in classification;


- 
The issue of risk should be referred to in the general section of the Document;


-
the agreed text for classification criteria and hazard communication should not be modified;


- 
consider the modalities for developing a database version of the Guidance Document on CD-ROM;


-
the Document could be composed of modules (general guidance; comprehensibility; training, etc.)

15. 
Mr. Benassai requested clarification of the time schedule concerning availability of the

Document. The ParCom was expected to meet in December 2002 and to transmit the Guidance

Document to the ECOSOC for authorization to publish it. Other points to consider by the Group were

that the Physical Hazards Section did not have any explanatory material and such information had to

be developed. In relation to Pt. 7, decision logic would be needed for classification and label elements

selection. The Physical Hazards List in Annex was not correct.

16. 
The Secretariat and the Drafting Party on Guidance took due note of the comments and agreed

to continue working on the text of the Guidance document and consult via e-mail and teleconferences

until the May 2001 meeting in Geneva. Written comments on the Outline should be sent to Dr.

Headrick within 4 weeks.

Date and location of next meeting

17.
 As agreed at the Hazard Communication Meeting, the 18 th Consultation of the Coordinating

Group will be held in Geneva at ILO Headquarters on 24-25 May 2001.
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