I nformal docunent No. 11

(Rei ssued for technical reasons)
(82" GRSG, 29 April-3 May 2002)
agenda item 8. 6.

Consi derations fromthe User regardi ng Regul ati on 34
Di esel spill age

Transmitted by the Federation of European Mtorcyclists' Associations (FEMA

1. I nt roducti on

FEMA comes to the process of the G obal Harnonisation of Vehicle Technica
Regul ati ons representing motorcycle riders beyond the European paraneter
contained in our title in that we are part of an international coalition
This includes North Anerican riders’ organisations, and the internationa
federation of nmotorcycling (FIM.

W also have what we believe is an experience that is relevant through
representing our interests wthin the European Union’s type approva
har noni sation process. W recognise that our experience, and the expertise
that comes fromit, is not that of the technical expert. It conmes from
under st andi ng the objectives and consequences of the harnonisation process
fromthe point of view and the interests of the user, the consuner.

We understand that during its 815t meeting GRSG decided to send docunent
TRANS/ WP, 29/ GRS 2001/ 10/ Rev. 1 to WP.29 for adoption. Thi s docunent was
however anmended by informal docunent No. 4 from OCA, in that 85.9.1 and
8§5.9.1.1. do not retain the requirenment of the use of a chain in order to
secure the filler cap to the tank. This requirenent for ML and N1
vehicles had been introduced by the European Parlianent, wth the
proactive support of FEMA, in Directive 70/221/EEC on fuel tanks, which is
recalled in the introductory note to document TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRSG 2001/ 10/
Rev. 1. FEMA is concerned about the exclusion of this requirement and
about the connected safety inplications for npotorcyclists.

2. Di esel spillage and notorcyclists - Directive 70/221/ EEC

The spillage of diesel fuel from heavy conmercial vehicles is particularly
dangerous for riders. This occurs when the vehicle's fuel tank has been
filled or overfilled and/or the tank cap is either faulty, or even
m ssing. When the vehicle enters a bend or roundabout after filling, the
resulting surge often results in several litres of fuel being deposited on
the road surface. The result is a very slippery and invisible surface of
whi ch the motorcyclist has no warning and it alnobst inevitably results in
the rider and machi ne parting conpany, often with serious consequences for
the rider. This is also a potential danger for the upcomi ng vehicles.

When on the 24" of April 1998 the Conmission submitted a proposal to
anmend Directive 70/ 221/ EEC, FEMA supplied evidence supportive of its case:

- British Governnment on change to national Construction & Use Regul ations
1990: "A change to the regul ati ons governing notor vehicle fuel tanks wll
hel p reduce the ampunt of diesel fuel spilt on the roads, especially from
heavy goods vehi cl es. The new requirenments will be particularly hel pful



to notorcyclists and pedal cyclists who are the road users nost at risk
from skidding on diesel slicks."

-Messieurs ROUX & HAZIZA, Presidents, national committees of owners &
tenants of petrol stations, Service des Détaillants en Carburants, CNPA,
France (9 Oct. 98): "We confirmthat a certain nunber of drivers or trucks
and cars forget to or incorrectly replace the fuel tank cap, and on these
occasi ons the product is deposited on the road, which can be prejudicial
to nmotorcyclist”.

-The German Federal Governnment has recogni sed diesel spillage as a problem
through the adoption of an environmental decree of 1994 forcing petro
stations to use sealed slanting surfaces of forecourts in the different
Lander .

-Research & Statistics:
a) 1995 Sandwel |l survey (UK): 12% of riders put accident liability to
fuel spillage.
b) France accident statistics by SETRA 1990-1997, indicate high
proportion of accidents due to slippery road surface.
c) 1986 Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) report: 9% of 1242 riders
surveyed said that their worst accident had been due to fuel spillage.
d) The Netherlands 1998, individual riders' experiences of diesel spil
acci dents.
e) Stoke on Trent (UK) survey: 8.3%of riders put accident liability to
fuel spillage.
f) Essex Country Council (UK) study: reconmends pronmpt renoval of
spilled fuel at accident blackspots.
g) National Mdtorcycle Council research (UK 1990): criticism of fuel
tank design by commercial vehicle fleet operators.
h) Carole Nash nmotorcycle insurance conpany (UK) reports that 25% of
all single-vehicle accidents, or 11% of all accidents, are diesel spil

rel at ed.
Support for FEMA's position was expressed by IRU - International Road
Transport Union (truck owners), RHA - Road Haul age Association (truck

drivers), and TGAU - Transport & General workers Union

During the inter-institutional discussions at European Union |evel on the
Directive, FEMA proposed the introduction of a warning light signalling to
the driver of the heavy commercial vehicle that the tank cap was mn ssing

or hadn't been properly latched and closed. Simlarly, FEMA also
supported the introduction of the requirenent for a chain fixing the tank
cap to the filler pipe. While the warning |ight provision was not

retained at the end of the discussions, the use of the chain for ML and N1
vehicles was widely supported within the European Parliament and adopted
in the final version of the Directive, in recognition of the safety
argunments put forward by riders.

Concl udi ng renarks

The requirenment for ML and N1 vehicles of a chain fixing the tank cap to
the filler pipe adds to road safety, since it significantly dininishes the
possibilities of forgetting to properly close the tank cap. Furthernore

in the event of the tank cap not being fixed correctly, a driver of these
vehicles can be alerted by hearing it knocking against the bodywork of the
vehi cl e. It therefore contributes to limting the dangers related to
diesel spillage for notorcyclists and other road users. As the
representative of road-riding motorcyclists and for the above-nentioned



reasons, FEMA would therefore appreciate if 85.9.1. and 85.9.1.1. in
docunent TRANS/ WP. 29/ GRSG 2001/ 10/ Rev. 1 were kept in their original form



