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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Working Party on the Transport of Perishable Foodstuffs

Sixty-first session

Geneva, 31 October-3 November 2005

Item 7 (a) of the provisional agenda
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE

OF PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS AND ON THE SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

TO BE USED FOR SUCH CARRIAGE (ATP)

Annex 1, Appendix 1 to ATP

Transmitted by the expert from the United Kingdom

Attached is a text relating to a discussion that took place at the D2 meeting in Athens.

It was agreed in the minutes of that meeting that the text should be put forward to WP.11 for further discussion.
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Background

In the United Kingdom there is no enforcement of ATP within the national borders. However, there is rigorous enforcement of food standards at every part of the food chain. Also a number of supermarkets and haulage operators delivering foodstuffs in the United Kingdom use ATP as a quality standard when purchasing equipment. 

The UK has a number of small transport refrigeration manufacturers who have mechanical refrigeration models that have ATP thermal appliance test reports. There are models now in existence where the test reports are more than six years old.

Manufacturers can quote ATP capacity results to end users who want confidence in the equipment they are to purchase. In some cases end users, operating within the UK only, request an ATP certificate to ensure the equipment meets a standard of qualification. 

Our interpretation of the existing text of the ATP Agreement does not prevent a Certifying Authority from using a Thermal Appliance Test Report of more than six years old for the purpose of certifying new equipment (e.g. mechanically refrigerated equipment).

Analysis of ATP Text

The ATP Agreement clearly states the “Provisions Relating to Checking of Insulated, Refrigerated, Mechanically Refrigerated or Heated Equipment for Compliance with the Standards.”  

Annex 1, Appendix 1, Paragraph 2(a); states that a unit test report shall be regarded as a Type Approval Certificate and valid for a period six years. We believe this is clear for insulated ‘units’ and ‘equipment’ but it is not clear for ‘thermal appliances’ alone.

Annex 1, Appendix 1, Paragraph 1(b); states to check at least once every six years for conformity with the standards prescribed in that Annex.

The standards prescribed in Annex 1 use the following terminology;

Unit



an insulated body,

Thermal Appliance

machinery for heating and/or cooling.

Equipment


a Unit, or a Unit fitted with a Thermal Appliance, presented 

for ATP certification.

There is no text within Annex 1, Appendix 1 for, “Provisions Relating to Checking for Compliance of Thermal Appliances.”

Clarification from WP11

A Thermal Appliance manufacturer, after studying the ATP agreement, has pointed out that there is no requirement for recertification of an appliance after six years. Why bother with the costly renewal when it is clearly not required?

Can a Certifying Authority issue an ATP certificate to new Equipment when the Thermal Appliance Test Report is more than six years old?

Is a statement within Annex 1, Appendix 1 required to clarify the expiry of validity of Thermal Appliance test reports?
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