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Background

1. At the twelfth session of the Sub-Committee, @EFsubmitted document
ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2006/12 concerning the labellingrefy small packagings. Subsequently an
inter-session correspondence group was set upawitbw to progressing on the issue.

2. A small number of the correspondence group mesnlave contributed to the
discussions within the group since their informa&eting in Geneva in July 2007.

“In accordance with the programme of work of the-Bommittee for 2007-2008 approved by
the Committee at its third session (refer to STARGL0/C.4/24, Annex 2 and ST/SG/AC.10/34,
para. 14) (Work on hazard communication issues).
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3. While there is consensus that the labellingnéls packagings needs to be specifically
addressed, it is clear that there are a numbeivefgent views on how the GHS should deal
with the problem.

Progressreport
4, Some issues still need to be solved as follows:
(@) What should be the size limits for a small pack (if any)? Should there also be a

(b)

Next steps

definition of a very small pack?

Some members believe that in some cases it wilbegpractical, or possible to
fully and correctly label a packaging of less t#80 ml. Others believe that a
small packaging should be defined as having a emadllume than this.

Some members have proposed that a very small packaguld be defined as
one of less than 10 ml. Others have suggested 2B rtle very small packaging
threshold to align with excepted quantities fonsjaort.

There are other suggestions that a small packadiagld be defined based on the
available label area.

Should detailed guidance for labelling of small packagings be put in place or
should there only be broad guiding principles? What should be relevant
information on a small packaging label?

Some members believe that it should only be nepg$saadopt broad guiding
principles to be followed depending upon competaathority requirements.
Others believe this would not readily lead to gloharmonization and they
favour a more structured approach. One option isdbout a hierarchy of
labelling elements. Another option that has beanf@uvard is to use a decision
tree based on various groups of users, with theiggeletails of what to include
or omit being the responsibility of the labeller.

Further details of possible options appear in theea.

5. The correspondence group believes that thie isgeds to be moved forward so that a
harmonised approach to small pack labelling canecomo effect. In order to do this the group
would appreciate some direction on how to proceeah the Sub-Committee.
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Annex

(@) What should be the size limits for a small pack (if any)? Should there also be a
definition of a very small pack?

(b)

Options

1. Do not specify any particular minimum size;

2. Define a small packaging as having a volumes@f 2l or less;

3. Define a very small packaging as having a volamE0 ml or less;

4. Define a very small packaging as having a volof&0 ml or less;

5. Define a small packaging as one having an availabel area of less than [18 d4m

Should detailed guidance for small pack labelling be put in place or should there only be
broad guiding principles? What should be relevant information on a small pack label?

Options:

1.

Apply only broad guiding principles

If an immediate container or outside packagingaslarge enough to accommodate
all GHS label elements, then the remaining GHSllalenents are to be attached to
the container or outside packaging, or accompaaytbduct. Competent authorities
may specify specific label information required tme immediate container or

outside packaging, or to accompany the product.

When it is not possible for all label elemetdsbe applied to the label on a small
packaging without a loss of legibility, then as mé#abel elements as possible should
be applied using the following order of precedence:

() Product identifier (Substances: chemical idgnof the substance; Mixtures:
trade name only);

(i) Supplier identification: (Name of the manufactr or supplier only plus
emergency telephone number);

(i) GHS hazard pictograms;

(iv) Hazard statements;

(v) Signal words;

(vi) Precautionary statements;

A decision tree gives basic conditions for treious groups of users, such as
industrial and professional users who always recaafety data sheets with full

product-specific labelling, for private final comsars and for the various forms of
distribution (combined packaging, single packaging)this sector. The precise

implementation (e.g. selection of symbols and gafetructions) is left to the expert

knowledge of the party placing the product on tregkat, within this party's product

responsibility. The priority objective is the proten of human health and the

environment. Basic conditions are given in the sieal tree while, as mentioned

above, implementation falls within the responsipibf the party placing the product

on the market.




