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Royal Decree of 19 July 2003 - Nomination of the members of the Ministerial Committee For 
Intelligence And Security.  
 
A Ministerial Committee For Intelligence And Security has been established by a Royal Decree 
of 21 June 1996. The Committee is chaired by the Prime Minister. In 2003, the Minister of 
Transport was appointed as a full member of the Committee, together with the Ministers of 
Justice, Foreign Affairs, Interior and Defense. Since then, the Minister of Transport is directly 
involved in the political decisions about security at governmental level.  
 
 
Law of 19 December 2003 - Terrorist offences  
 
This law, transposing the EU Council Framework Decision of 13June 2002 on combating 
terrorism, introduces the concept of "terrorist offence" in the Belgian Law with specific 
penalties. A terrorist offence is the one intentionally committed against a country or an 
international organization with the aim of seriously intimidating a population, or forcing public 
authorities or an international organization to carry out or to abstain carrying out an action, or 
seriously alterating or destroying the fundamental political, constitutional, economical or social 
structures of a country or an international organization. When they comply with this definition, 
the following offences related to inland transport are considered as terrorist offences:  
- mass destruction of a transport infrastructure or system or causing floods in such an 
infrastructure or system, endangering people or causing considerable economical losses;  
- unlawful seizure of any means of transport;  
- transport of explosives;  
- transport of nuclear or chemical weapons;  
- threatening to commit any of the offences listed above.  
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Royal Decree of 26 January 2006 - Federal Committee for Railway Security - Intermodal 
dialogue on security  
 
Inspired by the Federal Security Committees for Aviation and for Maritime Transport, a Federal 
Committee for Railway Security has been set up. This Committee makes proposals for a general 
policy for railway security to the federal government. It is preparing a global security plan for 
railways in Belgium. In order to achieve this, it ordered a study to determine the state of the art 
in railway security in Belgium,  to prepare the framework of a global security system for the 
Belgian railways and to prepare an action plan to fulfil this framework. A communication and 
coordination plan was proposed as well.  
 
At the same time an intermodal dialogue on security matters has been established between the 
Federal Security Committees respectively for Aviation, Maritime Transport and Railways.  
 
 
Law of 10 July 2006 - Threat analysis  
 
A new body, called OCAM (for Organisme de Coordination pour l'Analyse de la Menace) has 
been created, formalizing an existing structure within the police forces, in order to collect all 
information related to security matters and to provide threat analyses to the Belgian authorities. 
A new element is the direct link between this body and support services, under which the 
Ministry of Transport, in order to facilitate the exchange of data and information. Through this 
link, all elements relevant for inland transport security will be directly gathered into a central 
data bank, together with all other data related to security, and analyzed. On the other hand, 
analysis of elements in other fields could be helpful for inland transport security.  
 
 
Law of 5 February 2007 and Royal Decree of 21 April 2007 - Maritime Security  
 
Although we decided to exclude maritime transport from the scope of our report, I mention this 
initiative that covers ports facilities security, as we decided to address maritime/ports linkages in 
a special annex. The "supply chain security" concept strengtens the importance of this linkage. 
Moreover port activities are sometime considered to be part of inland transport.  
 
This law lays down the rules for maritime security in Belgium. It sets up a National Authority for 
Maritime Security, in charge of the general maritime security policy, and a local maritime 
security committee in each port. In each port, security levels have to be determined, security 
evalutions are to be made and security plans established. This work can be done by officially 
approved organizations.  
 
The National Authority for Maritime Security took over the tasks of the former Federal 
Committee for Port Facilities security, that had been set up in 2004. 
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