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= At its 20th session a year ago, the Working
Party decided to support the creation of an
ad hoc Group of Experts on Hinterland
Connections of Seaports for a period of one
year. The Inland Transport Committee
roved. at its 70th session In February
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- The flrst session of the Group was held in Geneva

~ on April I8t 2008 and the session was
attended by 29 persons.

= The full report of the session Is available on the
website of the UNECE Transport Division.

- The Group elected its chalrman (Captaln loannis
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= The The Group of Experts noted that the '
preliminary work should be completed by
the end of January 2009.

= However, the time needed to properly
examine conclusions of the conference In
Piraeus IS too short for the elaboration of

@hcrete recommendatlonidﬂ the flnat-_._

ension IS

anned to be reguested.
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- Followmg a research on the avallablllty of dataon

= Seaports and hinterland connections during its 1st
session, it was decided that a small group which
would identify relevant data gaps should be
formed.

= The Group of Experts decided
— to focus Its inquiry on the infrastructure to connect

""'“"__

"e'aports to the hinterland and
Wm@( other ships and
er Services), barge, rail and road traffic as well as

ferry transport (RO-RO, RO-PAX and RO-LA).
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o he Group‘demdéd that the secretarlat will
distribute a draft guestionnaire to members
of the small group by the end of May 2008,
finalize the draft following the respenses.and’
distribute the guestionnaire to UNECE

1ber States Iin early July 2008. i
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= The guestionnaire was distributed by the secretariat
~ to approximately 70 port authorities in Europe and
North America, a number of transport firms and
organizations and delegates of the Working Party on,
Transport Trends and Economics).in late July 2008.

The guestionnaire Is available at the website

J//www.unece.org/trans/main/wps/wps_gel Questionnaire.htmi)s
ﬁw date, a do eted —

ave been recelved fliem port
authorities and a shipping companies



http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/wp5_ge1_Questionnaire.html
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= The secretariat' decided to engage a
consultant who would be responsible for the
evaluation of responses to the questionnaire
and drafting of the Group’s repori.

= Following the completion of formalities, the
nsultant, Dr Allan Woodburn of the >

\Versi inster. will be offered the

tract In the near future.
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I ﬁ U-NECE %nference “The Roleof Seaportsas
-a-Llnk petween Inland and Maritime Transport” will
pe hosted by the Greek Government.

= |n addition to hosting the conference, the
Government of Greece has approved a grant of
15,000 euros to cover travel and accommodation
costs of selected speakers who could not
participate otherwise.

ﬁé Hellenlc C ambers T ranspoi

Ol 76,000 euros to pay: for
travel and '‘accommodation of a smaller group of
speakers Iin need of financial assistance.
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I ﬁ next Session of the Expert Group WI|| take
—ptace In"Geneva on October 281, 2008 and the
Group will' consider the main conclusions of the

Piraeus Conference as well as some recent
regulatory and statistical initiatives pertaining to
container traffic between seaports and their
hinterlands.

= The consultant engaged by the UNECE will
- present the draft outline of th al reportinerder.
e aneeitiaiNirstidre Final report

fore the end of the year. This, draft-would be
presented to the Bureau and ITC Iin February
20009.




Conclus]on

I would Ilke to{hank the Worklng Party for havmg
-|ﬁ|t|atee| the-fermation of the Expert Group to
address a very typical problem of the growing
congestion on strategic transport links between
major gateways for seaborne container traffic and
their hinterland, a problem that defies easy
answers or patent solutions.

= The Expert Group has produced some tangible
ults during the first five me of itsiexistence..
dla Mhatany M now we
e able to provide you with-a:number of
Interesting conclusions and policy
recommendations.
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