I nfO I’mal document No.

Distr.: General
25 January 2011

Original: English only

Economic Commission for Europe

Inland Transport Committee

Seventy-third session

Geneva, 1-3 March 2011

Item 2 of the provisional agenda

Commitments and opportunitiesrelated to the

Economic Commission for Europe session in 2011,

the Commission on Sustainable Development and

the review process of achieving the Millennium Development Goals

GE.

Commitments and opportunitiesrelated to the session

of the Economic Commission for Europe, the Commission on
Sustainable Development and the review process of achieving
the Millennium Development Goals

Note by the secretariat

1. The forthcoming bi-annuadession of the Economic Commission for Euroé
take place in Geneva from 29-31 march 2011. Theiaeswill have high-level and a
general segment. In preparing the agenda for th&ise member Governments decided to
devote one session of the high-level segment trart and trade infrastructure under the
heading: “The role of regional integration and oa@ion for promoting sustainable
development in the ECE region”. This session wdlheld on 29 March 2011 starting at
15:00 hours.

2. In order to adequately address issues of contopeern, the member Governments
expressed their interest to devote attention tcersg¢vspecific transport issues to be
discussed in the high-level segment: transportsaisthinable development; new challenges
of infrastructure development in the UNECE regitnansport facilitation; strengthening
the transport legal framework for better connettiun the UNECE region; and, facilitation
of climate change mitigation in the UNECE region.

3. In drafting the agenda for the high level segm#ie Governments and the
secretariat were led by the view that the abovetiomed issues need to be brought to the
attention of member Governments, whether to rdis@ tawareness and sensitize them to
emerging challenges in transport sector or to idheir stronger support for ongoing and
planned activities by the Inland Transport Commeitt€hus, the programme of the high-
level segment on “The role of regional integratiand cooperation for promoting
sustainable development in the ECE region” wilsbreictured in the following way:
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» Keynote presentation: “Transport for Sustainablevéd@ment in the UNECE
region — best practices and new challenges”;

« Keynote presentation: “Integrating Eastern Europed aCentral Asia into
International Supply Chains;

» Presentation: “New challenges of infrastructureatiewment in the UNECE region
— Integrated approach towards planning and finayicin

e Presentation:  “Implementing Key Trade facilitationStandards and
Recommendations;

» Presentation: “Transport facilitation for bordedésaffic in the UNECE region;

¢ Presentation: “Strengthening the transport legahBwork for better connectivity in
the UNECE region — harmonised conditions to fea#itlong-distance rail traffic”;
and

» Presentation: “Facilitation of climate change natign in the UNECE region —
Future Inland Transport Systems (ForFITS) ProjetNDA)”.

4. It is expected that in this session the Comrmoissiill take note of the work carried
out by the Inland Transport Committee and the Caesnion Trade, discusses the issues
raised by each presentation and provide additisnagport to the ongoing and planned
activities of the Inland Transport Committee, suab, on the development of the
harmonised conditions to facilitate long-distanag traffic and the work on development
and implementation of a monitoring and assessmaoit for CO, emissions in inland
transport to facilitate climate change mitigation.

5. The general segment of the Commission sessidinalgo address two specific
transport issues: the global road safety and inlamtker transport. The Commission is
expected to take note of the launching of the Dea#dAction for Road Safety and of the
UNECE initiatives to scale up road safety actités well as to encourage Governments to
support the Inland Transport Committee and its wiylparties through active participation
in their work, recommend to Governments to set siois yet feasible national road traffic
casualty reduction targets and mobilize the necgdsaman and financial resources to
achieve them, and to call upon the internationalodccommunity to provide additional
funding in support of road safety action programeesied out by the UNECE.

6. The second White Paper on Efficient and Sudtéenénland Water Transport in
Europe based on policy studies, ministerial detlama and input from European river
navigation commissions, the European Union (EU) aetier international bodies, outlines
key elements of a Pan-European strategy for efficend sustainable inland waterway
transport. The Commission is expected to suppor White Paper's policy
recommendations — as endorsed by the ITC — indfifyriareas in order to solicit tangible
support to this mode of transport.

7. In September 2010 the repomlifiennium Development Goals in Europe and
Central Asia: Achievements, Challenges and the Waward” was launched. The report
was prepared under the responsibility of Jan Kubi&cutive Secretary of the UNECE and
Chair of the Regional Coordination Mechanism (RG¥WN agencies, jointly with United
Nations Development Programme, International Labdbrganization, Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, WbFood Programme, United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatidunited Nations Development Fund for
Women, World Health Organization, United Nationsil@en’'s Fund, United Nations
Population Fund, Joint United Nations Programme HIV/AIDS, United Nations
Environment Programme, United Nations Industrialv&epment Organization, United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development amdriational Trade Centre. The entire
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report is available at the following internet adgre
http://www.unece.org/commission/MDGs/2010_MDG_ Optied. pdf.

8. The UNECE Transport division contributed to tbleapter on the Millennium
Development Goal 8: Develop a global partnershipdevelopment with targets for aid,
trade and debt relief. Concretely, it provided plodicy context and the analysis for targets
8.B: Address the special needs of the least deedlopuntries and 8.C: Address the special
needs of landlocked developing countries and sielhd developing States. From this
policy analysis, two policy recommendations werecsfied and were integrated in the
report:

 Improving the pan-European and Euro-Asian transpdrastructure should be a
priority in regional cooperation and therefore sallor the agreement and
involvement of all member States; and

e It also calls for resource mobilization, includingrough innovative forms of
financing such as public-private partnerships, msuee steady progress in the
development of this regional public good.

9. Streamlining border control procedures was aradispect of international transport
highlighted in the report. The relevant policy ais& and two policy recommendations
were provided in the report:

(i) Governments should speed up processes for hdzing and effectively
implementing international agreements, standardsms and recommendations
related to border crossing and trade facilitatiomg

(ii) transparent border-crossing performance messubest-practice benchmarks
and improvements in transport data collection datissics should be developed as a
way to promote evidence-based policies and measuths area.

10. The United Nation€ommission on Sustainable Developm@®D) is responsible
for reviewing progress in the implementation of Ada 21 and the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development; as well as providimdicy guidance to follow up the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) at tbeall national, regional and
international levels. The CSD meets annually, io-gigar cycles, with each cycle focusing
on clusters of specific thematic and cross-sectialies, outlined in its multi-year
programme of work (2003—-2017). In the biennium 221, transport is one of the
clusters which are being reviewed by the Commissiire 18' session held from 3-14
May 2010 was areview sessiordevoted to transport, chemicals, waste management
(hazardous & solid waste), mining and a 10 yeamiénaork of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption and Production Patterns. UNECE Tramsgiision contributed to the
session with the background document: “United NetiBconomic Commission for Europe
Work in support of Sustainable development of foan8 available at:
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_pdfs/c¢dsti®8_2010_bp15.pdf.

11. 19" CSD session will be held from 2—-13 May 2011 anti bé apolicy sessiorof

the fourth implementation cycle and will be devotedthe same four clusters, including
transport. Following up on the report preparedtfar review session in 2010, the UNECE
Statistical division prepared a more elaborate @mdprehensive report. Based on member
countries’ replies to regular annual QuestionnaineTransport Situation in the UNECE
region, this report entitled “Transport for Sustdile Development” is not only providing a
thorough overview of the current situation in tnamid sector and its implications for
sustainable development but is also highlightingponant policy considerations and
implications of transport policies that may be swtipe and conducive to sustainable
economic, social and environmental developmentNlEGE member countries.
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12.  This report is being circulated to the Inlandrsport Committee in its final draft
form. Upon its completion and printing, it will ibmitted to the ®session of the CSD
in May 2011, but before that it will also be pretsehto the high-level segment of the 2011
session on the Economic Commission for Europe irchéhis year.




