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UNECE Group of Experts: Administrative arrangements

Work plan and Terms of Reference of the UNECE Group of
Expertstowards unified railway law in the pan-Eur opean
region and along Euro-Asian transport corridors

Note by the secretariat

I. Work Plan

A. Objectivesof work

1. In accordance with the UNECE Position Paper tbjpy the UNECE Working

Party on Rail Transport (ECE/TRANS/2011/3), the @Grof Experts will prepare an Inter-
Governmental Document (IGD EurAsia) as a policyrfeavork for General Terms and
Conditions for Euro-Asian rail transport contra¢@TC EurAsia) to be prepared by the
Organization for Cooperation between Railways (OddErnational Rail Transport

Committee (CIT) Legal Group.

2. IDG Eurasia would not constitute mandatory lawt would underline the political
support of concerned Governments for acceptancéGRf EurAsia. It would thus
constitute the policy framework for the correct angnsparent use of international rail
transport contracts in the pan-European regionadomy Euro-Asian transport corridors.

3. The Group of Expert should also review the wonkGTC EurAsia undertaken by
the OSJD/CIT legal Group and provide directionapgropriate.

4, The UNECE secretariat should ensure close catipar with the European
Commission, Intergovernmental Organization for inégional Carriage by Rail (OTIF),
OSJD and CIT as well as with the other concernegid®@l Commissions of the United
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Nations, particularly with the Economic and Sodcammission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP).

Activities
5. At its first session, the Group of Experts witidertake the following tasks:
(@)  Adoption of a work plan (objectives, activitigime schedule);
(b)  Review of work on GTC EurAsia by the OSJD/Q@ldgal Group;
(c)  Agreement on objectives and elements of IGDABIa;
(d)  Designation of experts to prepare a draft IB@Asia.
6. At its second session, the Group of Expertsuvilertake the following tasks:

(@) Review of work on GTC EurAsia by the OSJD/CHgal Group;

(b)  Finalization of a draft IDG EurAsia for transsion to the UNECE Working
Party on Rail Transport (SC.2).

Time schedule
7. In accordance with the UNECE Position Paper,kwon the preparation and
completion of IDG EurAsia is planned as follows:

» UNECE Group of Experts, 1st session, 6 May 201 heBa

» UNECE Group of Experts, 2nd session, 16 Septembkt, ZGeneva

» Adoption of IDG EurAsia: UNECE Working Party on Raransport, 4 November
2011, Geneva

» Signature of IDG EurAsia: UNECE Inland Transportn@oittee (or at another
occasion), 28 February 2012, Geneva (or at anaolgie)

Terms of Reference

Scope of issues and achievements expected

8. The Group of Experts will prepare a MemoranduimJaderstanding (MoU) or
similar instrument to provide the political framenkdor the acceptance of “General Terms
and Conditions for Euro-Asian Rail Transport Cocisa as well as for their correct and
transparent use in accordance with the positiorepapopted by the UNECE Working
Party on Rail Transport (ECE/TRANS/2011/3, parabgsap8—38).

M ethods of work

9. The Group of Experts will be established andcfiom in accordance with the
UNECE Guidelines for teams of specialists approbgdthe Executive Committee of

i

The terms of reference of the Group of Expertseapected to be approved by the UNECE Inland
Transport Committee on 3 March 2011 as containgORB/TRANS/2011/3, annex.
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UNECE on 31 March 2010 (ECE/EX/2/Rev.1). At itsstimeeting, the Group of Experts
will adopt a work plan, clearly defining its objaes and activities, including a time
schedule for their implementation.

10. The Group of Experts is expected to meet twic2011 at the Palais des Nations in
Geneva before concluding its activities with thensmission of a report containing a draft
MoU or similar instrument, including “General Terrmsd Conditions for Euro-Asian Rail
Transport Contracts” to the Working Party on Rairsport at its sixty-fifth session (3—4
November 2011, Geneva). This report shall alsotaipnproposals for monitoring
procedures and follow-up activities.

11. Translation of documents and simultaneouspné¢ation of its sessions in English,
French, and Russian and, as appropriate and aleil@hinese shall be provided by
UNECE for the two sessions held at the Palais dg®hs in Geneva.

12.  Participation in the Group of Experts is openall concerned United Nations
member countries and experts from the European Gssion’s Directorate General for
Mobility and Transport (DG Move). Concerned intergmmental and non-governmental
organizations, including OTIF, OSJD and CIT as vedl concerned railway companies,
freight and forwarding industries are invited tortfidpate and provide expert advice in
compliance with United Nations rules and practicethis respect.

13. The Group of Experts should review and prowitection, as appropriate, to the
work undertaken within the project “Transport ieerability CIM/SMGS” by OSJD and
CIT that will prepare the underlying “General Terarsd Conditions for Euro-Asian rail
transport contracts”.

Secretariat

14. UNECE will provide secretariat services for thmup of Experts and shall ensure
close cooperation with all stakeholders, including European Commission, OTIF, OSJD,
CIT and concerned Regional Commissions of the UWdnit¢ations, particularly the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and thaflRd&SCAP).




