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This document provides a draft proposal and tesmseference necessary to seek
the UNECE Executive Committee’s approval to estiibla “Safety at level crossings”
Expert Group. The Working Party on Road TrafficR\W) is invited to discuss document
ECE/TRANS/WP.1/2011/6 with a view of approving tterms of reference contained

therein.
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Establishment of a Group of Experts on safety at level
crossings

1. At its seventy-third session (Geneva, 1-3 Magdil), the Inland Transport
Committee discussed the importance of addressipgskees related to enhancing safety at
level crossings.

2. The Committee recommended that the Working PartyRoad Traffic Safety
(WP.1), the Working Party on Road Transport (SGt)l the Working Party on Ralil
Transport (SC.2) consider creating a joint Groufexperts of limited duration to work on
enhancing safety at level crossings, taking intmant all relevant experience within other
bodies such as the European Railway Agency (ECEN®&21, para.50).

3. At its sixty-first session from 21 to 23 Marc@12, WP.1 noted the Inland Transport
Committee’s invitation to WP.1, SC.1 and SC.2 tmsider creating a multidisciplinary

group of experts to work on improving safety atd@ad rail interfaces (level crossings).
WP.1 has agreed to take part in this initiative FETRANS/WP.1/131, para. 21).

4, The Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Safety ateL€rossings Expert Group has
been prepared in line with the UNECE Guidelinesthar Establishment and Functioning of
Teams of Specialists. The Expert Group, in genevdl aim at bringing together safety
specialists from the road and rail sectors so abetiber understand the issues at this
intermodal interface.

5. In accordance with the Guidelines, participatiothe Expert Group would be open
to all UNECE member States, the European Uniondexoéa and the private sector. The
expected duration of the Expert Group is two ygaosinting from the first Expert Group

meeting) with a possibility of extension if neceysa

6. The Expert Group will be established without tieed for additional resources.
Support work will be provided within the existingpacities of the UNECE secretariat.
UNOG resources will be used for interpretation eadference services.

7. The Executive Committee is invited to approve #stablishment of the Safety at
Level Crossings Expert Group and its Terms of Refee (attached).
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Annex

Termsof Reference of the Group of Expertson Safety at
Level Crossings

1. The Group of Experts (GE) on Safety at Level SSiogs will provide an
international discussion platform for increasindeba at the interface of road and rail
systems, by bringing together specialists from ghblic and private sectors, as well as
academia and independent research. A “Safe Sysapprbach will be adopted by taking
into consideration the five key elements (5E’s)id¢gfly used in level crossing safety:
Engagement, Education, Engineering, Enforcementacomics.

2. The Group of Experts, based on existing resauodethe secretariat, and possibly
with additional financial support provided by peipiating countries and in close
collaboration with other international organizaspmwill take stock of available data to
describe, assess and better understand the ssdeBsiat a road/rail interface as well as to
develop a multidisciplinary strategic plan aimedettucing the risk of death and/or injury
at level crossings.

3. Specifically, the Group of Experts will:

« collect all relevant information with a view to deibing and assessing the current
safety performance at level crossings in UNECE nen8tates and selected non-
UNECE member States.

e conduct, in a coordinated manner, a cross-couniryey of prevailing national
legislation and/or legal arrangements at levelsimys.

« describe and evaluate key factors contributingrieate conditions at level crossings
in areas such as infrastructure, national legistatuser behaviour, management,
education and enforcement.

« develop a road/rail interface strategy with a suppg action plan that will
contribute to achieving the goal of enhancing gadé¢tievel crossings.

» develop and maintain a network of contacts in thevant fields, including key
stakeholders such as governments, enforcement iageacademia, industry, road
and railway stakeholders and users, with a vieexithanging information and best
practices.

« develop a general framework to guide and supparesistent implementation of
initiatives that would set best examples in enhamesiafety at level crossings.

 explore the possibility of developing (pilot) profe that would aim to ensure that
priority is given to safety initiatives based osystem approach.

« consider organizing workshops intended to suppgw@tdore objectives that will be
developed in the strategic plan of action.

* monitor and report on the effectiveness and sustelity of initiatives deployed
under the strategy, including recommending remeafiibns in the areas of safety
measures, emergency responses, risk managemeinaeuing tools.

« identify future strategic and operational researeéds and mechanisms for delivery,
taking into account, where possible, availabilifyegisting resources.
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4, Membership to the Group of Experts will be opegovernment appointed officials
and experts from UNECE and non-UNECE member Statkswill also be open to
representatives of international organizations,-governmental organizations, academics
and researchers, as well as representatives pfitree sector.

5. The Group of Experts will be assisted in its kvby the UNECE secretariat and will
report to the Working Party on Road Traffic Safety.




