United Nations E CErranswp 2020125

\‘f%@v Economic and Social Council oist: cenera
\\s. 7

=N

26 December 2011

Original: English

Economic Commission for Europe
Inland Transport Committee
World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations

One-hundred-and-fifty-sixth session

Geneva, 13-16 March 2012

Item 4.5 of the provisional agenda

1958 Agreement — Development of an electronic databe
for the exchange of type approval documentation (DEA)

GE.11-

Request for decisions by the World Forum on the
development of the DETA application

Submitted by the Chair of the informal working group DETA*

The text reproduced below was prepared by the Gffigire informal working group
on DETA. It is based on informal document No. WP1Z%-31, distributed at the 185
session (ECE/TRANS/WP.29/1093, paragraph 52). Tleld\WForum agreed to decide on
the issued raised in this document.

In accordance with the programme of work of thatal Transport Committee for 2006—-2010
(ECE/TRANS/166/Add.1, programme activity 02.4), ¥Werld Forum will develop, harmonize and
update Regulations in order to enhance the perfoeeaf vehicles. The present document is
submitted in conformity with that mandate.
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A.

Background

1. The World Forum WP.29 requested the DETA infdrmarking group to consider
the viability of a database to manage type appsogednted in the framework of the 1958
Agreement and allow access to approval informakigrvarious users. WP.29 also asked
DETA to consider improving the type approval pracesnd to foster world-wide
collaboration. In the context of improving the typpproval process, a primary driver for
this work was the desire of the Working Party "Bels 1952" (GTB) to simplify the
current complex lamp marking requirements of theglRetions annexed to the 1958
Agreement that result in a mark that is costlyifatustry to place on a product, being of
little value in an enforcement situation

2. The DETA informal working group reviewed theistiag European Union (EU)

database (ETAES) in its meeting and noticed a dstrestion of a mock-up United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) databasehenETAES platform, studied

other electronic approval systems and consideredaohcept of a unique product identifier
that would give access to copies of all approvalsl by the product globally. A try-out of

the software was recently started.

3. The informal working group on DETA recognizesattthe EU ETAES application
can fulfil all the needs that are expressed fodBT A application. Therefore, the informal
working group believes the DETA application canbased on the same principles as the
ETAES application. WP.29 is requested to consider approve at its March 2012 session
the approach of the informal group that the DETAtesn shall be based on the same
application that is used by ETAES in the Europeaniob. For further progress of the
development of the DETA application, other decisitny WP.29 will be required. These
decisions concern topics like the legal statudearsig committee, the server (hosting of
hardware), the financing schemes, the unique iflentind the implementing stages of the
system.

Legal Basis

4. There is currently no obligation for the Type phpval Authorities of the
Contracting Parties to the 1958 Agreement to usetr@nic communication for circulation
of approvals. If the database is established atwilig fully effective then there needs to be
amendments to the 1958 and 1998 Agreements toreedué mandatory use of the
database. If it is not used by all Type Approvaltiarities, then the system has lost its
entire value for the simplification of markings afa enforcement bodies for technical
verification of vehicles. The principle could beatithe DETA application shall be used
where the relevant vehicle regulations developethbyWorld Forum require it to be used.
The informal group on DETA seeks WP.29's decisioisaViarch 2012 session to create a
legal basis in those Agreements which mandatesisbeof the DETA application where
relevant vehicle regulations require it. A propds@lan amendment to the 1958 Agreement
has been presented to the WP.29 informal workimgigron International Whole Vehicle
Type Approval (IWVTA); however, it was agreed thhis proposal should have been
presented directly to WP.29.

Steering Committee

5. While the European Union (EU) ETAES applicatias been acknowledged by the
EU approval authorities in an informal manner, itifermal group considers that a formal
DETA system is required with a governing board, mherm and elected officers as the
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application becomes part of the legislation witHigdiions like financing issues. The
informal group considers an informal group withirae limited mandate is not appropriate.
Such a board under the umbrella of the World Fowilirhave to make decisions which are
needed for the maintenance, financing and improméroéthe application. The informal
group on DETA seeks WP.29's decision at its Ma@h?2session to establish such a board
as soon as the DETA application becomes operational

Implementing stages of the system

6. The DETA application will be applied by seveuskrs: Type Approval Authorities,

industry and enforcements bodies like the poliost@ams and bodies performing periodical
inspections of vehicles in use. For type approwdherities, the application can be used
very quickly; for other users the application ne&atther development, like applications
for providing enforcement bodies with the requestédrmation. The informal group on

DETA seeks WP.29's decision at its March 2012 ems$0 agree that the DETA

application will be introduced in several stagesgibning with uploading type approval

documentation by the approval authorities and @it is required by the relevant UN
Regulations annexed to the 1958 Agreement. At |atages, the extension of the
application for industry and enforcement bodies riadipw.

Financing.

7. The willingness of the users to pay the iniéiatl annual costs for the DETA system
depends on the benefits they expect to receive.bEnefits vary from user to user. Some
users expect important benefits, while others migttt see any benefits at all. The most
ideal situation would be that the UN covers all tlest, but the informal working group is
considering alternative financing schemes. It &aclthat without an appropriate financing
scheme, there will be no DETA system. WP.29 istedito confirm, at its March 2012
session, that the financing of the system is aquréition for the development of the DETA
application and that the informal group will haeddayout a concrete financing scheme.

Server

8. A server is needed for the application of thiveare. The Information System Unit
(ISU) section of UNOG investigated the possibifititor the deployment of the DETA
application within the environment of the UN. Withgard to the feasibility study and
confidentiality clauses, further information is dahble in documents WP.29-139-09 and
DETA-12-04. The informal working group prefers hogt the server within the UN

organisation, including the technical support ammhricial administration, as initially

requested by WP.29. The informal group seeks Wed&8irmation, at its March 2012

session, to support the preference to host thegfl&ETA server within the UNECE.

Unique identifier

9. A key for access to the information in the tate will be a unique identifier. This
unique identifier can be generated by the softwadréhe system. It will be used for all
approvals granted to a specific product. To be geizable on the product it should be
preceded by a symbol. The informal working grouporamends using the truncated
symbol that is used in Regulation No. 48. As amepla, a unique identifier would look as
follows: (_)39886. The informal group seeks WP.2@praval at its March 2012 session
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on this principle for those UN Regulations whicHlwequire this simplified marking in
future.

H. Preparation of a road map for the development fothe DETA application

10. In this respect, the informal working group Iwjirovide a detailed road map
addressing the above mentioned topics, includitigma schedule in line with the IWVTA
road map, for consideration and adoption by WPn29larch 2012.




