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		Introduction
1.	The Belgian competent authority was requested to issue a certificate of approval for a special service/patrol vessel with a hull made of aluminum. 
2.	9.1.0.0 of the ADN states: 
“The vessel’s hull shall be constructed of shipbuilding steel or other metal, provided that this metal has at least equivalent mechanical properties and resistance to the effects of temperature and fire.”
3.	In the opinion of the Belgian competent authority aluminum does not have the same resistance to the effects of temperature and fire as steel.
4.	When the Belgian competent authority said to the owner that it was not possible to issue a certificate of approval based on 9.1.0.0, a copy of a certificate of approval issued for similar vessel made in aluminum was shown. The certificate of approval was issued under 7.1.2.19.1.
		Action to be taken
5.	The Safety Committee is asked to open the discussion on this topic and provide an interpretation on 9.1.0.0. What other metals which are commonly used for shipbuilding could be considered as having “equivalent mechanical properties and resistance to the effects of temperature and fire”? 
			
2
image1.wmf

