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  Materials of construction 

  Transmitted by the European Barge Union (EBU), the European River-

Sea-Transport Union (ERSTU) and the European Skippers 

Organisation (ESO)*, ** 

  Introduction 

1. At its thirty-second session, the ADN Safety Committee adopted amendments to the 

provisions on materials used for construction. The amendments entered into force on 1 

January 2019. The main aim was to ensure clarity by using the table presented in 9.3.x.0.3. 

The amendments were incorporated into ADN 2019 as proposed. 

2. Amendments were also made to 9.3.x.0.2 and 9.3.x.0.5. However, the proponents of 

the amendments made an editorial error in working document 

ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.2/2018/19 which was not detected and which now appears in ADN. 

3. Since the entry into force of ADN 2019, 9.3.x.0.2 and 9.3.x.0.5 have been worded as 

follows: 

“9.3.x.0.2 Except where explicitly permitted in 9.3.x.03 below or in the certificate 

of approval, the use of wood, aluminium alloys, plastic materials or rubber within the 

cargo area is prohibited.” 

  

 * Distributed in German by the Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine under the symbol 

CCNR-ZKR/ADN/WP.15/AC.2/2020/14. 
 ** In accordance with the programme of work of the Inland Transport Committee for 2018–2019 

(ECE/TRANS/2018/21/Add.1, (9.3)). 
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“9.3.x.0.5 The use of plastic material for a vessel’s boats is permitted only if the 

material does not readily ignite. Except where explicitly permitted in 9.3.x.0.3 or in 

the certificate of approval, the use of wood, aluminium alloys, plastic materials or 

rubber is prohibited.  

The use of aluminium alloys or plastic material for passageways (gangways) in the 

cargo area is permitted only if the material does not readily ignite or conduct 

electricity.” 

4. There are no errors in 9.3.x.0.2. This proposal addresses an error in 9.3.x.0.5, where 

9.3.x.0.2 was inadvertently duplicated and inserted a second time, in the first paragraph. 

“Except where explicitly permitted in 9.3.x.0.3 or in the certificate of approval, the 

use of wood, aluminium alloys, plastic materials or rubber is prohibited.” 

5. The ADN Safety Committee is invited to correct the error in 9.3.x.0.5, with the 

following wording: 

“9.3.x.0.5 The use of plastic material for a vessel’s boats in the cargo area is 

permitted only if the material does not readily ignite. 

The use of aluminium alloys or plastic material for passageways (gangways) in the 

cargo area is permitted only if the material does not readily ignite or conduct 

electricity.” 

 I. Justification 

6. The current wording of the first paragraph of 9.3.x.0.5 mistakenly refers to 9.3.x.0.3 

with regard to the material used for a vessel’s boats (does not readily ignite). This reference 

is unnecessary, since vessels’ boats are not mentioned in 9.3.x.0.3. 

    


