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Geneva, 1 March 2011
Excellencies, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to welcome you all to the 73rd session of the Inland Transport Committee.
A well functioning transport system is pivotal for growth and competitiveness of economies. National economies rely on transport more than ever before, as they depend increasingly on international trade. Achieving efficient international transport is a demanding task. It requires political commitment, harmonized technical norms and regulations that ensure a high level of efficiency, safety and environmental protection.   

In this respect, the ECE Inland Transport Committee fulfils a real need that is not met by any other international organization; it provides the pan-European and Euro-Asian framework within which a large number of transport norms and regulations are agreed internationally. Many of these norms and regulations have been developed into important legally binding global Agreements and Conventions. 
The Inland Transport Committee promotes the implementation of these legal instruments, as well as the sub-regional and interregional cooperation of governments in the field of transport. In the course of the latest ECE reform, ECE Governments have identified transport as a top priority area. 

Inland Transport Committee deserves congratulations for its accomplishments. To name just a few, the transport infrastructure Agreements have given Europe coherent pan-European road, rail, inland water and combined transport networks, the “E” networks.  The Vienna Conventions and European Agreements supplementing them provide an international code of road traffic rules, signs and signals, which have substantially reduced the number of accidents and victims on European roads. The TIR Convention has established a transit guarantee scheme and provides for simplified, efficient and secure border crossing procedures. The ECE’s global work on the construction of vehicles and the transport of dangerous goods have assisted our member countries to produce safe and clean road vehicles and reduce the risk of accidents involving dangerous goods and hazardous materials. Finally, the Trans-European Motorway (TEM) and Trans-European Railway (TER) Projects, as well as the Project on developing Euro-Asian transport links have assisted countries in coordinating development of transport infrastructure, elaboration of investment strategies, and international transport facilitation. Speaking of the TEM and TER Projects, I should like to bring to your attention very important request regarding the post of the Project Manager. This post will be vacated at the end of this year due to retirement of Mr. Helmut Meelich, and I appeal, primarily to TER and TEM member countries, to consider nominating the new Project Manager. Secretariat will provide you with the necessary information and details considering your eventual expression of interest. 
However, in spite of the progress made in many areas, in some parts of the UNECE region transport infrastructure capacity and quality still suffers from decades of neglect and under-investment. There are bottlenecks and missing links and the lack of sufficient funds to address them successfully. There are non-physical obstacles too creating long delays and cumbersome procedures at borders, punitive and arbitrary transit tariffs, transport restrictions and lack of security for transport users in some parts of UNECE region. As a result, intra-regional and international transport is hindered, thus impeding trade, and raisng costs thus making exports less competitive in international markets. Therefore border crossing facilitation is an area of your work with growing importance. 

Landlocked Central Asian countries are facing particular challenges. Lack of territorial access to the sea and remoteness from world markets creates significant obstacles in their development efforts. Cross-border cooperation and economic integration within the region, with their neighbors and with the rest of the world seem to be one of their main challenges.
Globalization of the economies and trade resulted in increased transport demand between Europe and Asia. Continued growth of trade leads to congestion of main ports and their hinterland routes. Further development of Euro-Asian inland transport links is of outmost importance for the socio-economic development of countries spanning along these routes and for their integration into the global economy. 

The rapid growth of transport driven by globalization has been a catalyst for the development of logistics and supply chains, which are becoming longer and requiring more intensive transport operations. Efficient and well-developed supply chains and logistics are prerequisites for the competitiveness of countries and for the efficient functioning of international transport and trade. 

In addition to these problems, Europe and the world is confronted with a number of other challenges, some of which are worth noting: 

The climate change with its adverse effects is one of the biggest social and environmental challenges before the global economy. To limit global average temperature rise to two degrees above pre-industrial levels we need results now, results that curb global greenhouse emissions, strengthen our ability to adapt, and help to create a more sustainable, prosperous future for all. Transport is responsible for 23% of global energy related Greenhouse Gas emissions, three quarters of which come from road vehicles. But at the same time transport is also the victim of the climate change effects. These extreme weather events affect the lives of our citizens and disrupt transport operations. I am pleased to see that your Committee is seriously engaged towards developing environmentally friendly and sustainable transport systems. Such efforts should include innovative engine technologies to increase fuel efficiency and reduce CO2 emissions, increased use of less polluting transport modes and intelligent transport systems, as well as improved and resilient transport infrastructure. 
Road safety is one of the most topical issues. Though overall fatality rates in the UNECE region have been declining over the past decade, in certain sub-regions numbers are still persistently high and continue to worsen. In 2010, the UN General Assembly declared the first-ever “Decade of Action for Road Safety”. The launching of the Decade this year will bring this challenge to the forefront of developments. Most of the UNECE countries will take action towards effective road safety policies and the international community will support and co-ordinate their efforts to ensure that the Decade leads to real improvements. Sustained work on road safety will require extra resources, and from our part we have already undertook measures to request additional human resources to address these challenging issues. We would greatly appreciate if our member countries could provide extra-budgetary funding to the secretariat to enable it to take up the most pressing road safety challenges in the region and effectively fulfill the UNECE role in the global campaign.        
Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am particularly pleased to see that the issues to which I have referred, and many more, are to be discussed by your Committee during this 73rd session. I am aware that your work is very complex and highly specialized, but I am confident that the experts involved in it will be able to produce tangible results.  
I also welcome the First meeting of Chairs of the Committee’s subsidiary bodies, who will discuss ways to strengthen cooperation, share experiences and address common challenges. I also appreciate the policy oriented segment of your session on transport of dangerous goods, which will be held this afternoon aimed at identifying policy recommendations. I expect that both these events will bring fruitful results. 
Finally, I should like to encourage you to continue and further intensify your efforts. As you know the biennial session of the Economic Commission for Europe will be held at the end of this month. It will discuss the developments and challenges for UNECE member countries in the aftermath of the economic crisis. A high-level segment of the session will be devoted to transport and trade infrastructure. I am confident that your Committee’s contribution will be important for the success of the Commission’s meeting.
I wish you every success in your work and thank you for your attention.
