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UNECE Agreement on the International Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs
and on the Special Equipment to be used for such Carriage
(ATP Agreement) regulates the International transportation of

Perishable Foodstuffs

Frozen, Deep and Quick-Frozen Food

Chilled Food like Meat, Milk, Fish, Fresh Dairy Products, 
Ready cooked food
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History of the ATP Agreement
The Agreement was concluded in Geneva on 1 September 1970

At the beginning 7 States signed it:
Austria, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Switzerland

5 States signed it with ratification:
France, Russia, Spain, Germany, Yugoslavia

It entered into force on 21 November 1976



5

DEVELOPMENT OF EQUIPMENT CERTIFICATION CENTRES 

AGREEMENT FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF PERISHABLE GOODS (ATP)
A  EUROPEAN UNION 

FUNDED PROJECT

Parties of the ATP Agreement
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Duties of the Contracting Parties

They shall take measures to inspect and test the 
equipment in conformity with the ATP standards

They shall recognize the validity of a certificate of 
compliance of another Contracting Party

They should recognize test reports issued by a testing 
station of another Contracting Party
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ATP Agreement structure

ATP Agreement consist of:

The Agreement itself (based on 4 Chapters and 20 articles)
It’s the legal text containing an overview of all ATP matters

3 Technical Annexes
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ATP Agreement structure (Annexes)

Annex 1: Defines the standards to be used for the 
special equipment and how the equipment should be 
checked

Annex 2: Defines the temperature conditions during the 
transport of quick frozen and frozen food

Annex 3: Defines the temperature conditions during the 
transport of chilled products
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Working Package WP.11

WP.11 is a UNECE Working Group on transportation of 
perishable goods

It is used for discussions to update and amend the ATP 
Agreement

Members of the WP.11 are the delegates of the 
Contracting Parties

WP.11 meetings take place in Geneva, at least once in 
a year (usually in October - November)
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ATP Documents – Certificate of Compliance
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ATP Documents – Certification Plate
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ATP Documents – Manufacturer Plate 
(Refrigerating Appliance)
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ATP Documents – Distinguishing Marks
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Enforcement

ATP is an Agreement between states. There is no 
overall enforcing authority 

Checks and controls are carried out by national 
authorities

Non-compliance may result in legal action and 
penalties against operators
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INIR

Normally insulatedHeavily insulated

Equipment without 
thermal appliances

K ≤ 0.40 0.40 < K ≤ 0.70

ATP Classification
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ATP Classification

Mechanically refrigerated 
Equipment

FNA

FRA

FRB FRC RND RRB RRC

RRD

T = 0 °C

T = - 10 °C

T = - 20 °C T = 0 °C

T = - 10 °C

T = - 20 °C

Refrigerated 
Equipment

Equipment with the 
Thermal appliances
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“History” of an ATP vehicle (International Agreement)

New Vehicle (with an ATP Certificate)

6 years validity

Testing 
Station

ATP Expert

6 years validity Validity of No More than 3 further years
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Test for the vehicle insulation –
determination of K factor

Electrical 
Heating 

appliances

12 points

External 
Temperature=

7,5 °C

Internal 
Temperature= 

32,5 °C
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Test for the vehicle insulation –
determination of K factor
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ATP testing station in Padua, Italy
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ATP Testing station in Kazakhstan

Hotel Alma-AtaHotel Alma-Ata

ATP Station
PEAK 

logistics park

ATP Station
PEAK 

logistics park
AirportAirport
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ATP Project

Financed by the European Union in the amount of 2 mln. EUR
Project timeframe – July 2007 – November 2009

Achievements:
• Financing and procurement of equipment for the ATP testing stations
• Perishable goods transportation market analysis

http://www.atpproject.kz/Appx%201%20Market%20Assessment%20ENG%20Final.pdf
• Cross Border Points Monitoring

http://www.atpproject.kz/Appx%201%20CBP%20Monitoring%20eng.pdf
• Joint Round Table with the MTC of Kyrgyzstan and USAID RTLC project about the 

UNECE Transport Conventions
http://www.atpproject.kz/UNECE%20Conventions%20eng.pdf

• Legal documents, technical requirements, instructions, reports, presentations, 
training materials are available on the site
www.atpproject.kz
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The Project Website www.atpproject.kz
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