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Pedestrian crossings

Note by the secretariat

Introduction

At its thirty-fourth session, the Working Party recalled that it had discussed the issue of
behaviour at pedestrian crossings at its thirty-first session but decided, since there had been recent
devel opments regarding pedestrian crossings in some ECE member countries, to consider reopening
discussion on this subject using as a basis TRANS/WP.1/1998/4.

At itsthirty-fifth sesson, the Working Party was generdly in favour of reopening
discussion on this subject and requested the secretariat to issue the latest resolution adopted by
ECMT on this subject for its next sesson. It aso requested members to send concise information
on nationd legidation to the secretariat so that a document could be issued for its next sesson.

Information received from 15 Governments is reproduced below:

* * *
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Audtria

The Audtrian Road Traffic Act Sates that drivers have to dlow pedestrians who have
aready entered the pedestrian crossing or who clearly intend to do o to cross the carriageway; for
this purpose, drivers shal approach the crossing only at a speed low enough not to endanger
pedestrians and, if necessary, they shdl stop. On the other hand, pedestrians are not alowed to
step on to the carriageway immediately before an gpproaching vehicle so that the driver does not
have enough time to reaect.

In no case do these provisons mean that the pedestrian has to give asign that he intends to
use the crossing.

Bulgaria

In accordance with Bulgarian legidation the term “pedestrian crossng” means a part of
the carriageway, marked or not by road markings designed for pedestrian traversing. At
Intersections a“pedestrian crossing” is the prolongation of the pavement or the verge on the
carriageway. Pedestrian crossings may be signposted by road signs and may be marked by road
markings.

Theobligationsfor pedestrians, crossing the carriageway:

- they shall use aroad crossng whenever there is one nearby;

- before stepping onto the pedestrian crossing on the carriageway to take the distance
and speed of approaching vehicles into account.

- once they have garted to cross a carriageway, not to take an unnecessarily long
route, and not to linger or stop on the carriageway unnecessaily.

Pedestrians are forbidden :
- to step suddenly onto the carriageway;
- to cross the carriageway in conditions of limited field of vison.

Pededtrians shal demondtrate their intention to cross the carriageway by the following
ggnd — arm stretched verticdly or horizontaly and perpendicularly to the axis of theroad. This
sgna does not suspend the obligation of pedestrians before stepping onto the pedestrian crossing
on the carriageway to take the distance and speed of gpproaching vehicles into account.

Theobligationsfor driversapproaching pedestrian crossings.

When gpproaching a pedestrian crossing drivers (except drivers of rail-borne vehicles) are
obliged to alow the pedestrians to cross the carriageway, decreasing the speed or stopping.
When going around vehicles which have stopped at a pedestrian crossing, drivers (with the
exception of drivers of rail-borne vehicles) are obliged to choose a speed permitting them to stop
and alow pedestrians who have already stepped on the pedestrian crossing to cross.

If the vehicular traffic a a pedestrian crossing is regulated by treffic light Sgnals or by an
authorized officid, drivers are obliged:
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* t0 dop before the pedestrian crossing when the traffic light sgna prohibits vehicles from
passing;

* dfter the Sgnd dlowing vehicles to pass has shown, to dlow pedestrians who have dready
stepped onto the pedestrian crossing to cross,

* not to stop or stay at the pedestrian crossing after the sgnd dlowing vehicles to pass has
shown.

When pedestrians demonstrate their intention to cross the carriageway by the following
sgnd — arm gretched verticaly or horizontaly and perpendicularly to the axis of the road, drivers
are obliged to stop and to alow the pedestrians to cross, without endangering the traffic.

When approaching a section of the road where on the carriageway or closeto it, there are
children, with or without a pedestrian crossing, drivers are obliged to decrease their peed or to
dop if it isnecessary.

Czech Republic

The legidation of the Czech Republic contains provisions regarding behaviour at
pedestrian crossings.

The Road Traffic Act and on changes of some acts, No. 361/2000
§ 2, letter dd)

A pedestrian crossing is a place on aroad intended for pedestrians crossing the Street,
marked by an appropriate road Sgn.

85 section 1, letter h)

The duty of drivers except tram driversis to enable pedestrians, who are at a pedestrian
crossing or obvioudy want to useit, to cross the street safely; consequently drivers must gpproach
pedestrian crossings at a speed so as to be able stop the vehicle before the pedestrian crossing if

necessary.

§54

(1) If acrossroads with controlled traffic, a pedestrian crossing, a place for crossing the
street, overway or subway marked by road signs “pedestrian crossing” “overway or
subway”, is nearer than 50 m, pedestrians must cross the street only at those places.

(2) Otherwisethan at apedestrian crossing, it is alowed to cross the street only
perpendicular to its axis. Before cossing the road a pedestrian has to make sure
whether he can cross the road without endangering himself and other traffic
participants. Pedestrians may cross a street only if doing so does not force driversto
change direction or speed suddenly.
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(3) From the moment a pedestrian walks onto a pedestrian crossing or a street, he must
not stop there or stay there unecessarily. A blind pedestrian signds his intention to
cross a dreet by waving his white blind stick in the direction of the crossing.
Pedestrians must not enter a pedestrian crossing or astreet if priority vehicles are
coming; if heison a pedestrian crossing or a street he hasto leave space for priority
vehicles to pass immediately. Pedestrians must not enter a pedestrian crossing or a
dreet immediately in front of an gpproaching vehicle. Pedestrians have to give right of
way to trams.

(4) A pedestrian must not crossrailings or other barriers on a street.

Denmark
The Danish rules are the following:

The Danish Road Traffic Act:
Section 27,
subsection 6.

At apedestrian crossng where traffic is controlled by police or by traffic Sgnds, adriver
shdl give way to pedestrians who are crossing the carriageway on the crossing, even if permisson
to pass the pedestrian crossing has been indicated by the traffic light sgnd or by sgndsfroma
police officer. If such apedestrian crossing is Stuated at an intersection, a driver who is to pass
the crossing after having changed direction at the intersection shdl drive suitably dowly and shdll
stop, if necessary, to alow pedestrians on the pedestrian crossing or about to enter it to pass.

subsection 7.

Drivers gpproaching an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing shal adjust the speed so that
pedestrians on the crossing or about to enter it will not be endangered or impeded. If necessary, a
driver shdl stop to alow such pedestrian to pass.

subsection 8.

Asfar aspossble, adriver shdl avoid stopping a vehichle on a pedestrian crossing.

Finland

There are rules for both pedestrians and drivers regarding behaviour at pedestrian
crossings.

The driver approaching a pedestrian crossing must adjust hisher speed so that, when
necessary, he/she is able to stop the vehicle beforeit. The driver of avehicle must give free
passage to a pedestrian on the pedestrian crossing or to one just entering and stepping onto it.
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A pedestrian entering onto a pedestrian crossing or otherwise onto the carriageway must
watch out for approaching vehicles and pay particular attention to their distance and speed.

Georgia

Behaviour a pedestrian crossingsis regulated in Georgia by the Nationd Law on Road
Traffic Safety (Chapter V, Clauses 20-43), which was adopted on 28 May 1999. The Law was
prepared by the Ministry of Interior and ratified by the Parliament of Georgia, and though it takes
into account provisions of relevant International Agreements and Conventions, it sill needsto be
aigned with these documents.

| srael

Thelaw in Isragl requires pedestriansto cross aroad in a crosswalk, tunnd or bridge, if
oneisavalable “nearby”.

The law requiresthat prior to stepping into a crosswalk, the pedestrian must take every
precaution to prevent an accident, when avehicle is approaching a a distance which might not be
enough for sopping safely.

The law requires the pedestrian to cross aroad at a reasonable speed and in a straight (and
shortest) line and without delay while on the road.

The law requires that a driver who gpproaches a crosswvalk in which there are pedestrians
at the time, will enable them to complete their crossing safely and even stop if necessary to
facilitate pedestrian sofety.

The law requires drivers to dways dow down when gpproaching a crosswalk and to stop,
if necessary, to permit safe crossing of people in the crosswalk.

Other duties apply as well, however Isradl has not yet extended this obligation of the driver
to cases where apedestrian is about to enter a crosswalk, or makes a gesture about an intention to
use the crosswalk.

Isradl gpplies quite gtrict (= high) warrants for the marking of crosswalks on roads,
because of the problem of scarce use of unwarranted crosswalks.

Latvia

When gpproaching a pedestrian crossing a driver hasto be ready to dow down or stop to
let pedestrians cross. When a pedestrian has stepped onto a crossing, the driver hasto give way.

At a pedestrian crossing controlled by lights, drivers have to give way to pedestrians who
are dill crossing after the sgnd for vehicles has changed to green.

It is prohibited to overtake or park on pedestrian crossings and closer than 5m before
crossings.
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Malta

Regulation 89 of the Motor Vehicles Regulations of 1994 outlines procedures for the
appropriate usage by both motorists and pedestrians at designated pedestrian crossings and
pedestrian crossings controlled by traffic sgnals. The required behaviour of these road users a
pedestrian crossings may be summarised asfollows:

At designated pedestrian crossings marked with traverse white banded road markings,
drivers of vehicles approaching the pedestrian crossng must gve way to a pedestrian
who iswaiting on the footpath to cross or in the process of crossing the road.

At pedestrian crossings controlled by traffic Sgnas (manud or automatic operation)
pedestrians mugt abide by the traffic light sgna being displayed.

Pedestrians are not permitted to linger unnecessarily when making use of a pedestrian

crossing.
Netherlands

Dutch legidation is formulated as follows.

"A driver of avehicle should give priority to pedestrians and to those who are handicapped

while driving a specia vehicle for handicapped people, when they cross a pedestrian

crossing or are apparently going to do s0."

This rule does nat gpply in cases when "priority vehicles', like ambulances, fire engines
and police cars (when they have sound and light warnings) are gpproaching a pedestrian crossing.
In these cases these priority vehicles have priority and pedestrians and handicapped people in their
gpecid vehicles should give way.

Poland

Regulations concerning behaviour at pedestrian crossings areindluded in:

The Road Traffic Act: drivers gpproaching a pedestrian crossing are obliged to exercise
extra care and to give way to pedestrians on the crossing. Overtaking on pedestrian crossings and
before crossingsis forbidden except a crossings where traffic is regulated by traffic light Sgnas.

Decree of Minigter of Trangport and Maritime Economy on road sgnsand sgnds. drivers

gpproaching a pedestrian crossing are obliged to lower their speed sufficiently so as not to
endanger pedestrians dready using or about to use the crossing.

Portugal
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At pedestrian crossings, before stepping on to the carriageway, pedestrians must make sure
that they will not cause an accident by considering the distance and speed of approaching
vehicles

Drivers approaching a pedestrian crossng must give way to pedestrians that have aready
darted crossing.

Overtaking in the vicinity of a pedestrian crossing is forbidden in Portuguese legidation.
It is also forbidden to overtake on a pedestrian crossing.

Romania

A driver must give priority to pedestrians at pedestrian crossings when the pedestrian is
darting to cross the road, is aready crossing the road or when they have showed the driver an
obvious intention to cross the road. Drivers must reduce their speed in the vicinity of pedestrian
crossings.

Pedestrians must cross the road a pedestrian crossings when they are surethat it is safe to
do so.

Slovakia
1. Behaviour at pedestrian crossngs
A Behaviour of pedestrians a a pedestrian crossing

Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic Nr. 315/1996 Coll. on Road
Traffic in wording of latter anendments, Article 53 (Pedestrians),

"par 2)

Pedestrians at a pedestrian crossing shall keep to the side appropriate to the direction of ther
movement. Crossing the carriageway e sawhere than at a pedestrian crossng must be
perpendicular to the axis of the carriageway. Pedestrians shall not step onto the carriageway
without first making sure that they can do so without danger. Once they have stepped on the
carriageway, they shdl not linger or stop unnecessarily. Pedestrians shdl not step on to the
carriageway if vehides usng warning sgnds are gpproaching. If a pedestrian has dready

stepped onto the carriageway, they shdl |eave the carriageway without delay in order to alow the
vehiclesto pass.

par 3)

Pedestrians crossing aroad at a pedestrian crossing shal show respect to aproaching vehicles and
shall not cross the road aone but in groups. Pedestrians have the same obligation towards the
driversturning into the road, which pedestrians are crossing. In other cases, pedestrians are
alowed to cross the carriageway only if, taking the distance and speed of gpproaching vehicles
into account, shal not force drivers of such vehiclesto change direction or speed.”
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B. Behaviour of drivers towards pedestrians

Act of the National Council of the Sovak Republic Nr. 315/1996 Call. on Road Trafficin
wording of latter amendments, Aricle 4 (Duties of a Driver), par 2 1)

"A driver must give way to pedestrians crossing a carriageway at a pedestrian crossing, and must
neither endanger nor restrict them. For this purpose the driver must stop their vehicle. Thisrule
does not gpply to drivers using, in accordance with this Law, specid warning sgnds, such drivers
must not endanger pedestrians.”

United Kingdom

Rules for motorigs:

YouMUST NOT park on acrossng or in the area covered by the zigzag lines. You MUST
NOT overtake the moving vehicle nearest the crossing or the vehicle nearest the crossing
which has stopped to give way to pedestrians.

Laws. Zebra, Pdican and Puffin Pedestrian Crossings Regulations and Generd Directions
1997 (ZPPPCRGD) regs 18, 20 & 24 & Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984 (RTRA) sect
25(5)

Zebracrossings. Asyou gpproach a zebra crossing you MUST give way when someone has
moved onto a crossing
Law: ZPPPCRGD reg 25

Pelican crossings. These are Sgnd-controlled crossings where flashing amber follows the
red 'Stop' light. You MUST stop when the red light shows. When the amber light is flashing,
you MUST give way to any pedestrians on the crossing. Laws. ZPPPCRGD regs23 & 26 &
RTRA sect 25(5)

Pelican crossngs which go straight across the road are one crossing, even when thereisa
centrd idand. You M UST wait for pedestrians who are crossing from the other side of the
idand. Laws, ZPPPCRGD reg 26 & RTRA sect 25(5)

Rules for pedestrians:

You MUST NOT loiter on zebra, pelican or puffin crossngs
Laws. ZPPPCRGD reg 19 & RTRA sect 25(5)




