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Black spot sign

Note by the secretariat

Introduction

At its thirty-fifth session, the Working Party considered a proposal by the European
Commission regarding the introduction of aroad sign for accident black spots. While some members
expressed doubts about the use of such a sign, the Working Party requested the Commission to
prepare a more detailed and elaborated proposal for the Working Party’s next session and also
requested its members to provide any national information regarding the use or experience of such
signsin their countries.

National information received from Governments is reproduced below.
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Audria

Austriadoes not use a specia sign for accident black spots. It isthe opinion of Audtria that
black spots once they have been identified cdl for specific measures. If these measures cannot be
taken immediately it may be necessary to warn drivers of the danger of a black spot, but this can -
and should be done by using one of the Sgns A of Annex 3 to the Vienna Convention on Road
Sgnsand Sgnds. Theintroduction of anew sign for a"black spot" would not help to give any
additional information that could not be expressed by one of the A-sgns.

Bulgaria

In Bulgarian legidation there is no specid road sign for accidert black spots. 1n some
regions of the country, road sections with a concentration of road accidents are signposted by a
danger warning road sign with the symbol A 32 “Other dangers’. The above road sgn may be
accompanied by an additiond pane with atext in Bulgarian - * Section with concentration of
accidents’, “ Dangerous road section”, etc.

Finland

Finland does not use any road sign for accident black spots. In order to draw attention to
specia circumstances on the road norma road signs are used (danger warning Sgns).

Georgia

Two years ago in Georgia there was a specid Commission comprising the representatives
from the Minidry of Interior, Ministry of Trangport, Research Indtitutes, scientists, which was
consdering this problem and making relevant decisions regarding the use of asign for accident
black spots. Now thisissue is under the respongibility of the Ministry of Interior.

lsreel
No officd ggnisinusein lsrad for this purpose.
At locations where there has been a concentration of crashes in the padt, the locd authorities

sometimes display warning signs, such as*“Caution! Dangerous Intersection” or “Caution! 30
crashes 1997-1999", etc.

The display of such signs on the road is not mandatory and is not promoted by officia
guiddinesfor 9gning. Its effectivenessis highly questionable and lawyers warn that the mere
display of such sgnson the road may in itself create alegd problem for the loca authority.

Israel is not consdering at the moment the creation or the use of a specid sgrn/symbol for
this purpose.
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Malta

Maltaintroduced the Sgn illustrated in the annex in 1996 at two locations characterised by a
high incidence of serious/ fatal injury road traffic accidents. At onelocation remedia works are
now in hand, at the other location highway improvement is congtrained, in the short term, by land
expropriation and funding problems.

Poland

The sgnsfor accident black spots are included in Polish regulations on road sgns and
dgndsas panelsto the sgn A,32 “other dangers’. The attached panels (see annex) mean:

H-23a — accidents with pedestrians.

H-23b — rear-end accidents.

H-23c — accidents with trams.

H-23d — dangerous levd crossing.

H-23e — accidents when road surface is wet.

Portugal

The Portuguese public department responsible for constructing and repairing roads (1EP)
uses the sign displayed in the annex of the present document.

Romania

Romanian legidation does not make any provison for the use of asign for accident black
spots. Romaniais of the opinion that rather than adopting a sign, every effort should be made to
eliminate the black spot.

Sovakia

In accordance with the Decree of the Minigtry of the Interior of the Sovak Republic
No. 90/1997 supplementing the Act on Road Traffic, the following road sgn has been used for
marking accidents spots:

A verticd information gn D 60 (Locd Changein Road Traffic), which through
gppropriate text and symbol draws attention to the local change in road traffic, change in the
management of traffic, unusua congtruction arrangement etc.

Its pand is awhite coloured e ongated rectangular with horizonta long Sde, with atraffic
Sgn A 31 (equd to thesign A, 32 of the Convention on Road Signs and Signals) placed in the
centre. Theword "WARNING" isinscribed abovethesign A 31. Below thesign A 31, the words
"ROAD ACCIDENTS SPOT" or "HIGH FREQUENCY OF ROAD ACCIDENTS' are inscribed.
Thetext isin the nationd language. Road sign D 60 is supplemented by the additiond pand E 4
(length of the road section) which is equd to the Convention sgn H,2. The additiona pand is
placed under the sgn D 60.
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Pictures of the above-mentioned signs D 60 and E 4 gppear in the annex to this document.

United Kingdom

The use of “black spot” signs was discontinued in this country many years ago because they
were found not to be effective in reducing accidents.

The preferred gpproach now is to investigate the specific causes of accidents and dedl with
those directly — by appropriate remedia engineering measures where practicable, or otherwise by
identifying a specific hazard and erecting signs which clearly indicate to road users what the hazard
IS.

* % * * %
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Czech Republic Sgns

POZOR

A

USEK CASTYCH
DOPRAVMICH NEHOD

Mdtasgn




TRANSWP.1/2001/9
page 6
Annex

Poland Sg

[OFF SET DIAGRAMS]
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Portugd sgn

"BLACK SPOT"

white red

"DRIVE CAREFULLY™"

A - Appropriate danger warning Sgn
B - Length of the danger section of the road
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Sovekiasgn




