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l. IWG ROLE

1 In February 1991, the Intersecretariat Working Group on transport satistics (IWG), was created
by EUROSTAT, the European Conference of Ministers of Transport (ECMT) and the UNECE.
The main task of the IWG isto harmonize as far as possible trangport satistics a the internationd
level, in order to dlow a better comparability of the data published by the three organizations, to
amplify gatigtical procedures and aso to reduce the statistical burden over member States.

2. To carry out thistask successtully, the IWG has to cooperate with speciaized and professiona
organizations with expertise in the trangport sector.

. UIC ROLE

3. Created in 1927, UIC has made available since 1932 rdiable gatistics compiled in an internationd
environment which are published in its main known publication “Internationd Railway Stetidtics'.
Based on ledflets, rules defined and applied by UIC members, UIC has

been co-operating with internationa organizations for many years. Furthermore, UIC Statistics
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Centre Correspondents are in many cases the same contact for National Statistical Ingtitutes: so
the Common Questionnaire is well known to railway companies.

BACKGROUND

On 6 March 2001, the UIC Statisticad Group invited the members of the Intersecretariat Working
Group (i.e. UNECE, ECMT and Eurogtat) to participate in adiscussion regarding an eventua
cooperation.

UNECE, CEMT and Eurodtat are pleased with the interest that UIC has shown in the work of the
IWG. They are aware of the important role that the UIC hasto play in the matter of rail transport.
Therefore, cooperation between the organizations would certainly increase the efficiency of the
work aswell asthe reliability of the datistical data.

The following proposd, if accepted by the member States, could hopefully benefit dl concerned:
DATA EXCHANGE

Daa

The IWG would be pleased to receive, in an éectronic format, UIC data for al variables
contained in the Common Questionnaire (CQ) of Trangport Statistics and for al the 55 UNECE
member countries. As a counterpart, the WG would send to the UIC the data on other transport
modesin asmilar format.

Schedule

The exchange of data should take place as soon as the data have been processed and validated by
the respective organizations.

Data Use/Data Status

The datawill have 2 types of Satus:

Status “provisond”: these datawill not have been yet published officaly. These data can
only be used for interna purposes.

Status “published”: these data will have been published officdly (on paper or eectronic
format). These data can be only used in officid documents or IT gpplication where public
users could have access.

IWG
The IWG will befreeto use the UIC datafor internad and externa purposes.

Internal purposes: see “Copyright”
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External purposes: The UIC datawill not be used as officia data unless a country
mandates the UIC as a data provider. In consequence, this data will only be used in models
that will caculate Satistical estimates for missing data. These estimates will be mentioned as
based on UIC data

uIC

The UIC will be free to use the CQ data for internal and externd purposes.
Interna purposes. see “Copyright”
Externa purposes. see “Copyright”

P gmdl volume of data: free of charge
P large volume of data: a pecia agreement will be needed

Copyright

Data use will befree of charge. Although the source will have to be specified by the following texts:
“Source: UIC” or “Source: IWG Common Questionnaire (UNECE, CEMT and Eurodtat)”.

METHODOLOGY

The UIC will be amain partner of the IWG when it comesto rail methodologica work. The IWG
and UIC will make the maximum effort to ensure data comparability across transport modes.

KEY MEETINGSFOR IWG TO PRESENT THEIR NEEDSTO UIC

The IWG could take the advice of UIC when it comes to introducing new variables. On the basis
of documents approved by IWG, UIC will provide comments within 3 months. In addition, the
IWG will have the opportunity to participate at least once ayear in the UIC Statistics Group to
present their work and needs.

KEY MEETINGSFOR UIC TO PRESENT THEIR NEEDSTO IWG

The UIC will have the possibility to underline the rall datawhich are not easy to provide by the
ralways. The IWG will provide comments at the following UNECE WP.6 mesting.

The UIC could make proposals to introduce new variables. The IWG will provide comments at
the following UNECE WP.6 mesting.

The UIC will have the opportunity to participate once ayear in the UNECE WP.6 medting to
present their work and needs. In addition, UIC could be invited to IWG meetings when rall
questions have to be discussed.




