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A. BACKGROUND AND MANDATE

1 During thereview of itsorganization and working methods undertaken by the Working Party
a its thirty-eighth sesson, it was agreed that in view of the close rdation between the subjects
treated in the Working Party and inthe ECMT Working Group on Combined Transport and given
that the delegates attending the two groups are often the same, the possibility of organizing back-to-
back or joint sessons in one and the same location should be considered. (TRANSWP.24/97,
para. 73). The Inland Transport Committee, at its Sixty-fifth sessonin February 2003, endorsedin
principle the approach taken by the Working Party in this respect and stressed the necessity of
pursuing the review process in close cooperation with the ECMT (TRANS/2003/13;
ECE/TRANS152, para. 95).
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2. At its thirty-ninth sesson, the Working Party requested the secretariat and its Chair and
Vice-chair to prepare, in cooperation with the Chairperson of the ECMT Group on Combined
Transport, representatives of the European Commission and other interested delegations, a new
programme of work for the Working Party aswell asanew concept for the organization of itswork
(TRANS/WP.24/99, para. 12).

3. In accordance with this mandate, the Chair and the Vice- Chair of the Working Party met on
20 June 2003 with representatives of the ECM T and the European Commission (DG TREN) aswell
with afew experts and the UNECE secretariat and considered how to streamline the working
procedures and the relevant indtitutiona machineries of ECMT and UNECE in thisfidd.

B. PROPOSED COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

4, It is proposed to establish a “ Joint ECM T/UNECE Working Party/Group on Intermodal
Trangport” conssting respectively of an ECMT and an UNECE segment. Such a Joint Meeting
would ensure coordination of the respective activitiesof the ECM T and UNECE inter-governmenta
bodies, whereby ECM T would focus on the palitical aspects of work and UNECE on the relevant
technica and legal aspects of intermodal transport.

5. In principle, this Joint ECMT/UNECE Working Party/Group would be organized annualy
under the auspices of ECMT during a (in principle) two day spring sesson in Paris and under the
auspices of the UNECE during a (in principle) three day autumn sesson in Geneva. This
arrangement, proposed to be gpplicable as of 2004, would result in the following structure:

Spring session (to be hosted by ECMT in Paris)
2 day session

Firg day: ECMT segment

Second day: UNECE segment

Scheduled date; 24-25 March 2004

Autumn session (to be hosted by UNECE in Geneva)
3 day sesson

Firg day: ECMT segment

Second and third day: UNECE segment

Scheduled date: 27-29 September 2004

6. The ECMT secretariat would provide conference facilities for the spring sesson and the
UNECE secretariat would provide conference servicesfor the autumn session of the Joint Working
Party/Group (interpretation, back-up secretariat assstance, etc.). This would include a least
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interpretation services from and into English, French and Russan. The ECMT and UNECE
secretariats will provide the respective professiona secretariat services aswell as preparation and
trandation of documentation, including agendas and reports, for their respective ssgmentsin linewith
applicable rules and procedures established by the competent OECD (Paris) and UNOG (Geneva)
conference services.

7. The Termsof Reference aswell asdl gpplicablerulesof procedure and established practices
of thetwo organizationswill gpply with regard to their ssgments of the meeting. Thisaso holdstrue
for the participation of Governments, |GOs, NGOs and other observersat the respective segments.

8. In additionto the creation of the Joint ECM T/UNECE Working Party/Group on I ntermodal
Trangport, it isenvisaged to organize, possibly in autumn 2004, ajoint ECM T/UNECE Seminar on
the consequences on the organization of intermoda transport in Europe resulting from the
development of intermodal trangport serviceson interregiond rail links between Europeand Asiato
be held in a CIS country (possibly Ukraine). This should include the participation of relevant
international organizations in Europe and Asia (e.g. ESCAP, UNCTAD, EC, OSZhD, €tc.).

0. The Working Party may wishto consider the above proposa swith aview to their adoption
and transmission to the Inland Trangport Committee for gpprova at its February 2004 session.

10. TheECMT will dso congder this proposd inits Combined Transport Group to be held on
25 November 2003. This proposa and its consegquences should then be included in the triennid
programme of work of the Conference to be submitted to the Council of Minigters to be held in
May 2004 in Ljubljana




