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Introduction. The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Part 1. The UNECE and its PPP programme in support of the SDGs
• The UNECE PPPs for the SDGs approach
• Flagship practical UNECE tools

Part 2. The UNECE PIERS sustainability methodology
• UNECE PPP and Infrastructure Evaluation and Rating System (PIERS): An Evaluation 

Methodology for the SDGs
• Demo
• Case studies

Part 3. Sharing experience: using PIERS to assess actual projects

Agenda
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Part 2. The UNECE PIERS sustainability methodology
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5 desirable outcomes that derive from the SDGs as it concerns infrastructure

Resilience and 
environmental 
sustainability

UNECE PPPs for the SDGs
Outcomes
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Access and 
Equity

Economic 
effectiveness 

and fiscal 
sustainability

Replicability Stakeholder 
engagement

• Increase access to essential services and reduce social inequality and injustice
• Improve economic effectiveness and fiscal sustainability
• Enhance resilience and environmental sustainability
• Promote replicability and the development of further projects
• Fully involve all stakeholders in the projects



PIERS
Measuring infrastructure projects against the SDGs
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How?
• Developed by 100+ experts
• Officially launched in 2022
• Used in over 220 projects from 
more than 55 countries

What?
• Methodology to score 
infrastructure projects against 
the SDGs & the 5 PPPs for the 
SDGs outcomes

• Self-Assessment Tool 
(available online and in Excel)

Features
• 22 criteria and 95 indicators
• Weighting and scoring system
• Flexible and adaptable to all 
countries, PPP and 
infrastructure projects 
irrespective of size and sector

200+
projects

evaluated

Adopted by

2
MDBsfrom

35+
countries



1. Provide essential 
services.

2. Advance affordability 
and universal 
access.

3. Improve equity and 
social justice.

4. Plan for long-term 
access and equity.

5. Avoid/minimise and 
mitigate physical and 
economic 
displacement

6. Avoid corruption and 
encourage 
transparent 
procurement.

7. Maximise economic 
viability and fiscal 
sustainability.

8. Maximise long-term 
financial viability.

9. Enhance 
employment and 
economic 
opportunities.

10.Reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions and 
improve energy 
efficiency.

11.Reduce waste and 
restore degraded 
land.

12.Water consumption 
and wastewater 
discharge.

13.Protect biodiversity.
14.Assess risk and 

prepare for disaster 
management.

15.Encourage 
replicability and 
scalability.

16.Standardise PPP 
preparation and 
tender

17.Enhance 
government, 
industry and 
community capacity.

18.Support innovation 
and technology 
transfer.

19. Plan for stakeholder 
engagement and 
public participation.

20. Maximise 
stakeholder 
engagement and 
public participation.

21. Provide transparent 
and quality project 
information.

22. Manage public 
grievances and end 
user feedback.

PIERS
22 criteria to assess projects
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Access and Equity
Economic 

effectiveness and 
fiscal sustainability

Resilience and 
environmental 
sustainability

Replicability
Stakeholder 
engagement



PIERS online
Basic features

https://piers.unece.org/
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https://piers.unece.org/
https://piers.unece.org/


PIERS online
Initial questions
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PIERS online
Guidance (initial)



PIERS online
Indicators
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PIERS online
Guidance 
(indicators)
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PIERS online
Overall results
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PIERS online
Qualitative 
comments …
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PIERS online
Certificate



Resources available on the UNECE website (in English and Russian)
https://unece.org/ppp/em

Resources
Using PIERS
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https://unece.org/ppp/em


Stay in touch 

www.linkedin.com/showcase/unece-ppps

www.unece.org/ppp

ppp@un.org

http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/unece-ppps
http://www.unece.org/ppp
mailto:ppp@un.org


Cooperation and Partnerships Section
Economic Cooperation and Trade Division
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Thank you!

Claudio Meza
Economic Affairs Officer

 claudio.meza@un.org

mailto:claudio.meza@un.org
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